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A TESTIMONY 

FKOM THE 

MONTHLY MEETING of PROVIDENCE 

CONCERKINO 

JOB SCOTT. 

OUR beloved friend Job Scott was born, in 
Providence the 1 8th of loth month 1751, new 
ftyle, in that part of it Uow North-Providence, His 
parents were John and Lydia Scott^ who gave him 
fuch opportunities a^, through his turn for literary 
improvement, he acquired both a competent ihare of 
common fchool learning, and made fome progrefs in 
fome other branches of literature. 

In his young years it appears, that by difregard- 
ing the reproofs of inilru6tion, manifefted in his 
own mind, he was drawn into vanity, diffipatioii 
and folly. Repeated and great were his conflicts be- 
tween his depraved propenlities and the convi6lions 
of truth, but the latter humbling and melting his 
heart into contrition, he was gracioufly favoured to 
fee the evil of his ways, and the deflru£lion whick 
awaited him if he did not reject the Tempter, for- 
fake his wicked companions, and turn to the Lord 
in obedience to his holy law written in his heart; 
until at length he fo learned obedience by the things 
which he fuffered, that he gave up to the operations 
of the fpirit of Chrifl upon him, in the faith of its 
divine, reftraining, preferving and fan£tifying power, 
and therein experienced the confolation of his hea- 
venly Father's love. 

Being thus humbled under the various turnings of 
the Lord's hand upon him, and clearly convinced 
of the power and, efficacy of the diftinguiihing prin- 
ciple ot our holy profeffion, viz. the light of Chrill 
within map, as God's gift for his falvaUoii \ Vv^ x^. 
quelled the care, and became a meii\\itv ol ^^L^fc 
month]/ meeting of Smithfield, ihew e^V^tv^\u^ V» 



Providence ; and beiiig of flrdhg and ready abilities, 
and his mind improved and enlarged by the fan6ti- 
fying power of Truth, he ixw ekibUd^ and vUaki^y 
and very ufefully difpofed for the promotion of the 
caufe of righteoufnefs in which he was engaged. 

'Having in the fchool of Chrift meafurably learn- 
ed the myftery of the fall and reftoration of man, 
and to tinderfland the fcriptures, and pertinently to 
'apply them, he was brought under the preparing iiatfd 
of the Lord for the work of the miniftry, uncfer 
which diipenfation his foul was deeply baptized, and 
'brought under great fympathy with feeking^ fouls, 
.who were travailing in birth that Chrift might be 
'formed in them, to whom he was at times and iea- 
fons enabled power^lly to admiiiifter encouragement 
and confolation. Thus for feveral years, (as well as 
by letters and epiftles, for which he was eminently 
gifted with inftrudive and edifying talehts,) he la- 
boured for the promotion of the caufe of truth, 
'now become precious in his iight ; and about the 
23d year of his age he appeared in the miniftry at a 
pubiick meeting in Providence, expreffive of the de- 
ure of his foul, that * Sion might arife and ftiake her- 
felf from the duft of the earth, and put on her beautiful 
-garments.' The gravity in which he appeared, the 
i fympathy which was felt, and the folemnity of that 
ieafon, are refreftiingly remembered by fome to the 
prefent day. 

At this time he taught "a fchool in Providence, in 

which employ he continued for feveral years, and 

adterward m Smithfield, much to the fatisfodion of 

his employers, and the children and youth under his 

care, >f hofe confidence and afFeftioris he very gene- 

, rally gained and prcferved, to fome of whom his 

memory is yet precious. In his attendance of all 

our reheious meetings, and in the various duties of 

private life, as well as in the relations of fbn, huf- 

band, parent and neighbour, he was truly exemplary. 

disappearance m the miniftry was hot very freqiidnt 

^ when at home, and he was frequently \ed \n\.o w\ cx- 

' simple of £Ieiice when abroad, ciTt\im%& tvox. \» 
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miaiflcr without frefb anointing, and careful in at^ 
tending clofety to the turnings bf tfie key of David ; 
well knowing when that fhuts, none can open, and 
therefore, when he perceived his fubjeft to cJpfe and 
the life withdraw, however clear his opening, and free 
the fpring of life had been at his beginning, he would 
(uddenly fit down, however in the crofs ; for he had 
a teftimony to bear againil all fiiperficial and lifelefs 
miniftry, and very exemplarily avoided it. 

His firft vifit abroad was to the northerly parts of 
the yearly meeting of New-York, which proved sC 
ftafon of clpfe probation and conflid^ of mind,, yet 
eodeavourinjg to attend to the pointings of duty from 
place to placd, he was, as appears by his CierftficateS, 
favoured to return with the approbatibh of tho(e he 
vifited i and by a profpe6l which it appears; he had, 
as he was returning home, not \vh6lly unlike the 
apoflle Paul's; a C6r. xii.,he was f^rengthened to 
p^rfeverance in a dedication of heart to the Lord ; 
fbr in this luminous and extatic prpfpe^^, it appeared 
to him, that all his corruptions ^nd fpbts were a^ite 
clean before the Lamb, and he madd to partake bt 
the confolations and joys of the heavenly hoft ; yet 
like the apoftle, he had foon to experience a thofri 
iii the fiein, left he fhbuld be exalted above meafui-^^ 
and even the meflenger of Satan was permitted ti 
buffet him ; but he befought the Lord for his pre« 
fervation, and received the confoling anfwer of ^ my 
grace is fufiicient for thee ; for my drength is made 
perfect in weaknefs.' Thus buffeted, tried and 
tempted, he had to tread in the deps of the great 
apoule and his dear Lord and Mafter, and thereby be- 
came more perfe6ted through fufferings. 

He afterwards vigted New-York, New-Jerfey, and 
Penniylvania twice, and once the Southern ilated as 
far as Georgia, returning certificates of the approba- 
tion of thole he vifited, among whom we have good 
ireafon to believe he has left many feals'of his gofpel 
miniilry, and impreffions of near and dear unity and 
fellowfhip with him as a brother beloved, ^si 'TatSi vtt. 
tbe&a$ in otiier par^ of our own ^tw\^ xyi^eCvx^l. 

B a ' - -^^ 



VI Testimony cokce&nikg 

He alfo vifited fome part of the ftate of Conne<5licut, 
and had meetings among thofe not of our fociety- 
Soon after which a profpe6l, that for fome years be- 
fore had opened to his view, of vifiting Great-Britain 
and Ireland, had fo ripened on his mind, as to induce 
him to open the fame to his friends for their concur- 
rence and certificate. In the ninth month, 1792, he 
received one from this monthly meietin^, and alfo one 
in the tenth month from our quarterly meeting for 
Khode-Ifland. On the 26th .of the iith month he 
took a folemn leave of his Family and Friends at 
home, and failed from Bofton the 5th of the 12th 
monthjfor Dunkirk in France. On the paflTagethe fliip 
fprunga leak, and had a feyere gale of^wind; but it 
appears this 011 r friend was prelerved, *• refigned and 
ftayed through all,' ' while the mariners on board 
were tolled with amazement and terror ; correfpond- 
ing with a profpeft which he received and recorded 
in his journal left at home, about twelve months be- 
fore he failed, on a view of which a ftriking evi- 
dence is thereby raifed, that prophecy, or communi- 
cation to the mind of future events, has not ceafcd; 
but that the Lord ftill continues eracioufly to open 
his yifions of light to his devoted lervants by way of 
pointing to duty, forewarning of events, and guiding 
the mind through them, in confirmation of divine 
fuperintendance, and their faith in his gracious ap- 
pearance. 

He arrived at Dunkirk the 5th of the ift month, 
and after tarrying there about ten days, much to his 
own and friends fatisfa£tion, proceeded to England, 
taking fome meetings in Kent, went to London, at- 
tended the different meetings in that city, then into 
Wales, and attended the feveral monthly and quarterly 
meetings, and the yearly meeting at Carmarthen,thence 
to Briftol, and, returning fo London, attended the 
yearly meeting there, who, in their epiftle to ours, 
fpeak of him in a very ; fatisfadory manner. He 
then went to Liverpool, taking meetings in his way^ 
:ind fo pafTed over to Ireland, and vifited all the 
meetings pf Friends and ibmc of ol\\er {oc\tV\t%\.Vveve \ 
attended the national hilf-y ear's mettm^ mI>>a\>\\Yv\ 
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aod, while yifitine a few meetings a fecond time, he 
was taken ill of the finall-poxy at the houfe Of ovir 
£riend Elizabeth Shackleton, in Ballitore, from whence 
lie dictated a letter on the X4th of the i xth monthi 
to his relations and friends ; out of which, and in 
account taken by the Friends who attended him, we 
extraft the following: he fays, *I am now twenty- 
^ eight Iriih miles n-om Dublin, entered five days 
iftto the fmall pox ; I feel eaiieft to addrefs vou 
principally, that you may know my mind enjoys 
that which removes beyond all forrow.' Of his 
children he fays, *I wifh them to get a little* more 
learning than Ibme of them are at prefent in the 
way ofi and although I do not wifli much Of the 
world's polifh, yet it' is, at this awful . moment, my 
defire that they may not be brought up with mUcb 
rufticity, for this I believe hais not very often con« 
tributed either to civil or reliddus ufefulnefs. My 
defire for my children's fubftantial growth in the 
truth, and ftri£t adherence to all its difcoveries to 
to the clofe of their days, is by far my principal 
wifh for them. Out of the enjoymerit of a good 
degree of this precious inheritance, I know of 
nothing in this world worth living for. Ye that 
know it, fuffer nothing I moft cbrdially befeech 
you, ever to divert your minds from an increafing' 
and fervent purfuit after the fiilnefs of it; even 
unto the meafure and ilature of the fiilnefs of 
Chrift.' At another time he faid, * My ipirits are 
under little or no dejpreffion ; perhaps I never faw . 
a time before, when all things not criminal were 
(6 nearly alike to me in point of. any difhirbance 
to the .mind. When I verge a little towards fleep, 
I am all afloat, from the wate of my nerves, a'ntl 
forced immediately from beginning repofe; but 
through all, the foul feems deeply anchored in 
God : — adding, ' My heart feems melted within me 
in retrofpe6live view; all the former confli6tsy 
however grievous in their time, are lighter now 
than vanity, except as they are clearly feen to have 
contributed largely to the landlification of the fe>\l\ 
as they are rememlyercd with awfuiaefa ^oaii ^gc^^^- 

B 3 ' Vi'^tt 



viii Tbstimont cJ^cerning 

* tudc before Him who has not been wanting to pre- 

* ferve through them all ; and as they feem likely to 

* introduce, before long, an exceeding and eternal 

* weight of glory.' At another time he faid, * It is 

* the Lord that enables to coincide with his will, 

* and fay amen to all the trials and confli<Eis he per- 

* mits to attend us. My mind is centred in that 

* which brings into perfe(fl acquicfcence. There is 

* nothing in this world worth being enjoyed out of 

* the* divme will.* 

He gave diredions, that if he fliouM go hence, 
every thing about his interment ftiould be plain and 
fimjple; exprefled his entire refignation to divine dif- 
pofal ; and that he found nothing to ilind between 
him and the Fountain of everlafting love. At ano- 
ther time faid, * \ have no fear, for perfed love caft- 

* cth out all fear, and he that feareth is not perfe^led 

* in love.' His flomach refufing all nourilhment, 
and a hiccough coming on, he faid, Do not force 
nature, let me pafs quietly away to the eternal in- 

* heritance.' Soon after faid, *I am waiting patiently 

* to fee the falvation of God — do you wait patiently 

* with me^— I have no defire, nor the flmdow of a 

* defire^ to be reftored — I hope the do6tors> will foon 

* find that they have done their part.' To one he 
faid, *Thy being here has been an inexpreflible 

* fatisfadtion to me.' Afterwards faid, * I have known 

* fomething of that law of love whereby all boafting 

* is entirely excluded ; but 1 may fay, throueh that 

* which has fupported me under all the trials and 

* conflidls which have attended my paflage through 

* life, to you my beloved friends, as to dear children, 

* Follow me as I have endeavoured to follow Chrift 

* Jefus, the Lord of life and glory, and the Rock of 

* my eternal falvation.' We omit many other weighty 
and inftruAive expreffions of our beloved friend, 
which he uttered during his illnefs and till near his 
clofe, left this tcftimony fhould extend beyond its 

, proper limits. He quietly departed this life the 
ssd of the J ith monthf 1793, at the houfe of our 
aforc/hj'd friend Elizabeth Shackkxon, ^\ B^VUlore, in 
Ireland; and we doubt not fimftiedhxs coMxfc VvOcv 
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joy, and is entered into the place of his reft, 'wken 
the righteous Jhint forth as the fun^ in the kingdom of 
their Father* 

Signed in and on behalf of {aid monthly meet- 
ing, by 

lOHN HOLDEN, 7 ^j^^^, 

Lydia Arnold, j 



A Teftimony ftomthe national half -y ear'* s meeting of FrienJi 
in Ireland concerning Job Scott ^ late of ' Providence^ 
in the fiate of Rhode- Iflandj ^c, in Jlmerica, 

IT having pleafed the Almighty to calJ, from works 
to rewards, this our beloved friend, we feel our 
minds engaged to give forth a teftimony concerning 
him. 

From genuine marks evinced in the courfe of his 
religious fervices, we believe him to have been an 
inftrument fitted and prepared by the great* Mafter, 
through deep and repeated baptifm, for ufe and fer- 
vicf in his church militant ; called and fent forth by 
the immediate influences of his fpirit to publifii the 
gofpel ; and being prefcrved in an eminent degree, 
carefully attentive to the leadings thereof, the word 
of the Lord through him was often 'as a fire and as 

* a hammer to break the rock in pieces.' Many were 
the .bitter cups allotted him, in the difpenfations of 
unerring wiidom, which though hard to flefti and 
blood, yet he appeared not to Ihrink therefrom ; but 
in refignation to the divine will, and a^urrender of his 
own, he was concerned to follow the Captain of his 
falvation, who was made perfect through fufFer- 
ings ; — and thus, by abiding under the power of the 
crofs, he might well have adopted the language of 
the apoftle, * by the grace of God I am what 1 am, 

* and his grace which was beftowed on me was not 

* in vain ; but I laboured abundantly, yet not I, but 

* the grace of God which was with me/ 

He was a diligent waiter, to expmetv^t xttvt:^^^ 
quslificatioa for fcrvice before he aXXercv^^t^ V^ tcvw< 
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either in the miniftry or in the iranijidipnfi pf t|hr 
difcipline ; as well knowing, that without a ii:cpk s^- 
nointing, any endeavours to a^ muft pr^i^Ye iiiiefyfr 
tual, and tend to centre in lifelefs formality, againft 
3Pbich he was ^^eaioufly concerned to bear ^^i^pny. 

His converfation was qonpled with fear, as well as 
feafoned with grace ; and being deep in heavenly myf- 
teriesy he was cautious of fquandering the fame, ^-et, 
when at liberty for converfation, his communica* 
tions were agreeable, and remarkably inftruAive. 

He vlfited the meetings of Friends in this nation— 
alfo had much religious fervice among thofe not in 
profeifion with us, and was a iharp threihing inllrt)- 
ment in the Lord's hand, againft all who preachi^id 
far hire and divined for money, being earneuly con- 
cerned to call the people off from dead works, that 
they mi^ht be brought to experience the efficacy of 
true religion in the newneis of life. 

In his lafl illnefs, at the houfe of our friend £Ji«a* 
beth Shackleton, of Ballitore, he was much refigned, 
.although the diiorder, .which proved the fmall-pox. 
lay heavy on him. He fpoke of the things of God, and 
thofe that appertain to his kingdom, yet was very 
modeft and diffident of his labours to . promote them 
in the hearts of the people; but gave evident marks 
of his peace of mind, and alTurance that he had no 
doubt of a manfion of reft prepared for him, whene 
the wicked ceafefrpm troubling, and where the wea^ 
are at reft, experiencing great ferenity and com- 
>pofure even as a morning without c}oi|ds. 

He departed this life the 2 2d of nth 190. i79S> 
aged upwards of 42 years, and has left ^n example 
. which Ipeaks loudly to us his furvivors, * follow, i^, 
as I have followed Chrift.' 

Signed- in, by order, and on behalf of pur hfiif- 
yeaf's * meeting for the nation of Ireland, held ^a 
Dublin, theiftof 5th mo. 1794, by 

Jambs Fishsr, Clerk to the mens* inttlin^. 
Ajitka SjBAHNojr, Clerk to the womcutf u«fc^Atii* 
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CHAP. I. 

His birth and parentage, The early imprejpons of 

truth ^n^his mind. On children in general, A 

feries of vijitations of divine love, Rts frequent 

^'^^^fl^rejjion^ trials about vjater-'baptifnt^ predef 

tinatton^ Iste, 

FORASMUCH as it hath pleafed- divine wif- 
dom to lead and conduA my foul through 
many, various and affli£tive difpenfations; as well 
as through fome very comfortable enjoyments; giv- 
ing me to partake largely of afflictions; bearin|; 
up my mind through themj bringing me forth 
again and again rejoicing, after fcenes of deep dif*,;' 
trefe; and wonderfully preferving me through fon^. - 
very deep, and perhaps fomewhat unufual probar .*' 
tions, in my travel towards the land of reft; I feel, 
and have often felt, an engagement of mind to 
leave behind, me fome memorandums in comme-^ 
moration of his gracious dealings with me from 
my youth. 

/ was born, according to l\ic V>tft. ^cc«wvV \ 
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could obtain, and according to the prefent or new 
fiyle, on the i8th day of the loth month I75i» in 
the town(Fiip of Providence, now North-rrovi- 
dence, in the colony (now ftate) of Rhode-' 
Ifland and Providence Plantationsi in New-Eng- 
land. My parents names were John and Lydia 
Scott; who were accounted honeft people, though 
my father ma4e. but little profeffion of reli- 
gion. My mother was more zealous, and at- 
tended Friends meetings^ when (he conveniently 
could, taking me divers times with her, and I think 
a few times another or two of the children ; though 
we were all but young, for I being the eldeft, was 
but ten years old when (be died. I can well re- 

. member the ferious impreffions and contempla- 
tions which, at that early period of life, and for 
fome years before my mother^s deceafe, attend* 
c4 my mind as I fat in meeting with her, and oa 
Ac way home. I even had longing deiires to be- 
come truly religious, and to ferve and fear God, as 
Abraham Ua^c aad Jacob di^ aed othisrs that I 
reiad or heard of. My mother endeavoured much 
to reftrain us from being in the company of rude 
and vicious children, and would fometimdi call i}s 
together, and labour to have us fit in filence witili 
ber, which we did : and though I then underftobd 
but little of the intent of it, it has fince afforded 
me a degree of Cblid fatisfa6lion, in believing tbfi 
Lord bad given her to know and partake of the 

. fttblime enjoyments and fubftantial benefits of true^ 
inward, chriftian filence, and waiting upon God : 
and that fhe was defirous we tier chii£en mighty in 
^r tender years, be made acnuainted with at leaft 
fome fecret touches of that dLvine favour which ( 
doubt not fhe felt and experienced in fuch (e^tom 
of retirement : and though, aS: I obferved, I uq- 
ftood but little about it then ; yet I have fince had 
Tea fan to believe it Was a real advantage to me; and 

Mbat/e has o&on been remcmbcied &n^ Xq mx be- 
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I am fdlly perfestd^ of the great itdTttitage, Md 
-Ijpiritual ufefulnefs to children and others, rdkdtitig 
mm frequent fUetift waiting on the Lord. I have 
ieen litely'and <^6nvincing evidence of it, even kk 
^hildfein Very voung in years ; and folly believe die 
iii^reffidhis ol divine goodnefs have been fn^hlo 
fheir hilndsat fome fuoi-feafons, even when th^fe 
has not been a word uttered vocally, as have laft- 
in];ly'temaitied, and powerfully tended to beget tHe 
^true'fear and love of God in their young and ten- 
der 'hearts. And O I that parents were more gene- 
^tly cdncemed to do all they could towards leading 
-their Glider dffi(prin^ into an 'early acquaintance 
with, and relifh of divine thitigs : beft learned, and 
-nioift livingly, ^sfhd experimentally fealed upon the 
foul, in a Itate of filent fntroveniony and feeling 
after 6od. 

I W^stold by fowe of my kindred who were pre- 
fent at nly mother's death (for it being night I was 
iiot pi^fent mj^elf) that her departure was joyful 
and glorious ; and that very hear her lad breath was 
fpent in fervent fupHdatibn to the Lbrd her God. 

And^ndw, not' at ail doubting but her immortal 
(j^rit is at reft in Jefus, I leave her, and proceed 
to a further relation of the exercife of my oWn 
Inind, having this teftimony to bear, that aimoft 
* as early as lean remember any thing, I can well 
remember the Lord's fccret workings in my heart, 
'by his grace or holy fpirit; very fenfibly bring« 
ing me under condemnation for my evil thoughts 
and a£^ions, as rudehcfs and bad words, (though 
not frequent in the ufe of them) difobedience to 
parents; inwardly wifliing, in fnoments of anger, 
ibme evil to fuch as offended me ; and fuch like 
childifh and corrupt difpofitions and pra£lices, 
which over and beyond all outward \T\ft.\\x(X.\aw I 
W3S made fenHble were evil, and tpruT\^it<:>ti\^x«^ 
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bility qS conformity to the divine will, fo far as by 
ady means v(hatever made manifeft, which. I call 
reyealfsd. Man is here, upon pra(^ical principles : 
nothing is or can be a law to him, further, than it 
is fome way. or other diicovered; and that which 
ultimately aiTures and feals it to him as God's law, 
whatever outward manifeflation may be made, is 
the Holy Spirit, that bears witnefs with his fpirit, 
ietjtlingand fatisf;^ ing his mind fufficiently what is 
good and what is evil. And I firmly believe, if 
^ildren would beas (ixvBdy and (teadily conformable 
as they might be to the divine will, u> far as fi-om 
time to time it is gradually opened and made 
known (and there is always power with the opening) 
they would foon acquire a good degree of donu-^ 
nion, in the ftrength of divine life, over the 
ftrength of evil inclinations in them. 

. Our ftate in this life is a flate of probation. 
Such was the ftate of man originally, and fuch it 
is now. And in order that man at firft, or ever 
after, might be able to conquer, or be juftly pu- 
nifhable for defertion or defeat, he was, is, and 
muft be, armed with armour invincible againft all 
the powers that were or are fuftered to a&il him. 
This is juft our ground, our ftate and lituation^ 
Subjedl to vanity, or to many and various tempta- 
tions; yet being inwardly armed with the Spirit of 
Omnipotence, \q far as we ftand faithful, and fight 
valiantly in the ftrength afforded us, we are fure of 
. vidory. Our ftrength or help is only in God ; 
but then it is near us, it is in us-^2i force fuperior 
to all poifible oppofition— a force that never was, nor 
can be foiled. We are free to (bnd in this uncon* 
querable ability, and defeat the powers of darknefs ; 
or to turn firom it» and be foiled and overcome. 
When we ftand, we know it is God alone upholds 
US/ and when we fall, we feel that our fall or def- 
trudUon is of ourfelvcs^ 
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Many there are who put light for darknefs, and 
darknels for light; bitter for Iwect, and fwect for 
hitter. They call the divine light, * Which lighten- 

* eth every man that cometh into the world.'* a 
natural light, an ignis fatuus, or by fome other 
Ignominious epithet; though the Scripture declares 
it the very Itfe of the holy word^ that was irt the 
beginning with God^ ahd truly was God. There arc 
many of them, who, under a notion of advocating 
the true caufe and doftrine of Chrift, ftrike violent* 
ly againft the very life of it ; and will not allow 
that the * manifeftation of the Spirit is given to 

* every man to profit withal,'t though the fcriptures 
cxprelsly aflert it, and experience confirms it to 
thofe who rightly profit by tlie ineafure received. 
Many who iwve, from tradition and education, for 
a feafon believed the Holy Spirit gracioufly vouch- 
fafed them, was fome very inferior thing to the true 
Spirit of the everlafting and m'oft holy God, have 
it length, by yielding to its diftates, and taking it 
for their leader, grown wifer thah their teachers, 
and been indubitably ihilruded and aflured that it 
was indeed the eternal Spirit^ that, from their in- 
fantile day8,ftrove with them, for their reconciliation 
with God, the eternal fource of it; as it did with 
the old world, for their recovery from their cor« 
rupted) alienated ftatc> ' ^ 

We find that when the earth was corrupt before 
God, and filled with violence; * when God looked 

* upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt, for all 
*• flefh had corrupted his way upon the earth,' Gen. 

* vi. II, 12; when God law that the wickednef* 

* of man was great in the earth, and that every ima-- 

* gination of the thoughts of his heart was onlf 

* evil continually,^ ver. 5 ; when * it repented the 

* Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 

* grieved hJin at his heart,' v. 6. attVv^X rcvoft. \Si\a\V\ 

C 2 ^^xAw«.^ 

*John I. 9. I I Cor. xvv. 1. 
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abandoned and depraved period, and (late of man- 
kind, when God, was juft about extirpating from 
the face of the earth the whole wretched race of 
man, a few Individuals excepted : at fuch a feafon as 

• this the Lord laid, My 5^/r// {hall not alwaysjlrive' 
with maiv,' ver. 3. Surely if his Spirit had Jiriven 
with them until that time, until they were fo defpe- 
rateiy wicked, and wholly corruptee!, that not only 
fome, but every imagination of their hearts was evil, 
ytdif only evUy and that continually; we may well be- 

, lievethe cxprefs fcripture aflcrtion, that a * manifef- 

• tation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
« withal/ 

If God's love is fuch to men, that he follows 
them by thedrivings of his own Spirit, and fpares 
them, until, by difobedience they become abandoned 
and corrupted, whs^ greater evidence can we defire 
of the univerfality of his love, the long-fufFering 
of his patience, and impartial vouchfafement of 
his Holy Spirit, not to a few to the excludon of the 
reft, but to all mankind the world over. And 
'• what more than reafoning confirms it to be fo, is, 
the abfolute truth of the h6t in the individual ex- 
perience of all. It is true many deny it. Tho 
Jews alio denied Chrifl. to be the Son of God. 
They did not know who, and what he was ^ and 
their infulting Query, • Whom makeft thou thy- 

• fclf?* was juft as natural to proceed from them m 
their dark and carnal ftate, as is the confidence 
wherewith thoufands, high in profeffion of godii* 
nefs^ now utterly difallow the Holy Spirit that is 
given to all, to be tlie Holy Spirit. But this con- 
folation have all wifdom's children, that ' Wifdomf 
is juftified of them a//;' and that the unbelief of 
others can never make void their faith : they are 
taught of God, and great is their peace. 

*Jobn vWi. 53. tLukeyW. \\. 
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In regard to iny own early acquaintance with the 
Hply Spirit's operation, though I then knew not 
what it was, I have how no more doubt' about it 
than I have about the exigence and omniprefence 
of God. It is fealed upon my heart, with as ixnich 
clearnefs and certainty, that it is the Spirit of the 
Jiving God, and that it viiits, woos, invites, and 
jftrives with all, at leaft for a feafon, as it is, that 
God is no refpeder of perfons. And I as fully 
believe no man can have any clear knowledge oif 
God, or of his own religious duty, without the 
Holy Spirit's influence, as 1 believe the wifdom of 
tliis world is foolifhnefs with God, and that the 
world by wifdom know him not. Yea, fo quick 
and powerful, fo difcerning the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart ; and fo juft and diftinguifhing, 
in approving and condemning them, according as 
they are good or bad, is this ipirit, word, and wit- 
qeis in man ; that not only without the aid of hu- 
man injundion or information; but in AxrtGt dif- 
fmt fronif and difapprobation of, the fentiments, 
advice, and preffing invitations and perfuafions of 
my play-mates, and thofe much older than myfelf, 
toJ who confidently and repeatedly declared tome, 
thatfuch andfuch things were innocent and not at 
all wicked, and that nobody thought them fo but 
myfelf ; the teftimony of truth would and did arife 
am live in my heart when very young, through 
the fliining ot divine light or influence of the Holy 
Spirit; that thofe things were evil, were wicked; 
and I thought, notwithftanding all thofe young 
perfons could fay to the contrary, that all good 
people would think as I did — and believe they would 
be generally fo accounted, if all men kept ftii£Uy 
to the Holy Spirit's teachings. But violence being 
done to cleztr conviction in the mind, death takes 
place, as- on Adam in the day he ate forbidden fruit* 
And in this /fate of deaths the iruih \% wol fe ^tS^S.^ 
di/Ungul/hed from errdr or gaod &om ruU, ^s\it.loxt. 

C 3 IXW^^^^SvOTi, 
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tran^reffioB. Evil habite gaiii ftrength ; darknefs 
covers the mind ; temptation is renewed* and though 
the Spirit again in fome degree premoniflieth, and 
bids beware, the mind* habituated to ' the ftifling 
ef convidlion, too conunonlv again rufbes forward, 
and becomes more and more nardened and darkened, 
lantil what was at firft plainly cofndemned as evil, 
by the unflattering witnefs in- the mind, is at 
length maintain^ to be innocent and fmlefs. This 
is the too ufual courfe of poor mankind. 



. \ 



Before I was ten years old, the woikings of 
truth grew (o powerful in my nund at times, tliat I 
took up fevend refolutions (or at fevcral times re- 
folved) to amend my ways, and live a ferious and 
religious life, though I was not one of the moft vi- 
cious of my years ; yet enough ib to be made very 
fenlible of the Lord's controverfy with me, on ac- 
count of the evil of my ways My mind became ex* 
ceedingly difquieted, when I went contrary to di- 
vine manifeftation ; though I had not yet a clear 
fenfe that it was the ve^y Power and Spirit of God 
upon me that fo condemned and diftrefled me for 
i^n^ and ftrove to redeem my foul from the bondage 
of corruption. 

I now began to take notice of what I heard read 
and convcrfed of refpedling religion ; and among 
other things I heard frequent mention in books and 
converfatioQ of the Spirit of God ; and that good 
people in former times had it in them ; and by it 
learned the will of God, and were enabled to per- 
form it. I perceived it was often fpoken of in 
both the Old and New Teftament, and many other 
ITritings. I underftood that true converts in thefe 
days alfo have it. But, like matiy others, I over* 
Jooked its lively checks and calls in myfelf ; had no 
jdea th^t I had ever known auy xViint of \t\ lon^ 
fo be favoured with it; but fuppoteA *\t vj^&fovci^ 
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extraordinary appearance, different far from any 
thing I ever yet had been acquainted with. 

Thus- the JewSt even while they were expeAing 
Chrift's coming, knew him not when he camow 
They overlooked and defpifed his mean and ordinary 
appearance; thought he was Jofeph's fon, and bom 
amoQ^ them* and fo reje6ied> abufed and 'finally 
put him to death. But they were miftaken in his 
pedigree : liis defcent was from heaven ; and God, not 
Jofeph» was his father. Juft (b are thoufands now 
miftaken, as tp the dignity and origin of God^s 
Spirit in them; they think it is of snan, a part of 
his nature and being ; whereas it is of tlie very lifet 
power and fubftance of God. Its defcent is as truly 
from heaven, as was that of the Lord Jefus. He 
came in that lott/^ mean and ordinary appearance as 
to outward (hew and accommodations, teaching us 
thereby not to defpife tbg day of fmall things^ nor 
overlook the littlenefs of the .motions of divine life 
in our own fouls. And when he compares the 
kingdom, of Heaven, which he expre£Diy fays is 
within, to outward things, he very inftrufliveiy in- 
culcates to us, yi'at tlie beginnings of it are Jmalh^ 

* a little leaven,' — * a little feed' — * a grain of muf- 
« tard feed'— .• the leaft of aJl feeds.'*— This is true 
in the inward, whatever it be in the outward ; for 
the feed of the kingdom is ' the leaft of all the 

* feeds' in the field or garden of the heart. Other 
feeds fprout, fpring up,, and take the attention, 
while the incorruptible feed, the word of God in 
the heart, is overlooked, trampled under and def- 
pifed. 

O ! that children and all people would be careful 
in their very early years, and as they grow up and 
advance in life, to mind the * reproofe of iuftruc- 
xioxPln their own breafts ; they are ktvoTjtv Xo\j^ *■ ^^ 

2ui. 3i« jiL. 
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• way of life/t divine life to the foul. This ^mr- 
thing , tho\3gh they know not wTiat it is, that checks 
them in fecret for evil, both before and after they 
yield to the tenrptation, warning them beforehand not 
to touch or tafte, and afterwards condemning- theni 
if they do fo; and inwardly incliningthem toa li£e 
oiF religion and Virtue — this is the vefy thing» dear 
young people whereby God Worketh iri yok, to will 
and to do; and by which he will, if you cleate 
to it, and work with it, enable you to Work out 

Jour own falvation with fear aria trembling before 
im. Defpife it not, do no violence to its motions; 
love it, cherifti it, reverence it; hearken to its 
pleadings with ypu ; give up without delay td^its re- 
quirings, and obey its teachings. It is God*s mef- 
fenger for good to thy immortal foul : its voice in 
thvftreets is truly the voice of. the living God: its 
call is a kind invitation to thee from the throne of 
grace. Hear it, and it will lead thee; obey it,, 
and it will fave thee : it will fave thee from the 
power of fin and Satain : it will finally lead thee to 
an inheritance incorruptible in the manfions of reft, 
the houfe not made with hands, eternal ih the 
heavens. 

■ I entreat you, as you love your own fouls,and prize 
an everlafting falvation ; I warn yeu, by the dreadful 
fruits of difobedience, by the pangs, remorfe and 
fufierings of my own foul for fm and tranfgreffion. 
Had i flteadily obeyed the truth in my inward parts ; 
had I attended fingly and faithfully to this divine mo- 
nitor, my portion had been peace ; my cup, a cup 
of confolation. I might have rejoiced and fung,. 
whereas I have had to mourn and weep.. For as 
I grew to fifteen and upwards, in violation to clear 
inward conviSions, in oppofition to the dilates of 
the Holy Spirit^ I began to run into company, 

t Proy. vi. aj,. 
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learnod to dance and p]ay ^X cards, and took great 
delight therein. I was often deeply condemned, 
and often ftrove to ftifle the ,witnefs, and perfuadt 
myfelf there was no harm in any of thefe things. 

My Father fometin^es reproved roe in thofe days 
for my conduct ; but (inning againft divine lignt 
and vifltation, hardened me againft his advice. I 

frew more and more vain, proud, airy and wanton^ 
put myfelf in the Way of much evil communica- 
tion ; and it mournfully corrupted good manners. 
My taftc for pleafure and amufement grew keen, 
xny fpirits were low and languid when alone, and 
I nifhed into company and merriment for allevia* 
lion. 

Thus T went on frolicking and gaming, and 
fpending my precious time in vanity. Onen at 
ni^ht, or in the night, and fometimes near break 
of day, 1 have returned home from my merry meet- 
'^^P ^ievoufly condemned, diftreiTed atid alhamed; 
wifhmg I had not gone into fuch company, and re* 
(blving to do fo no more ; but foon my refolutions 
failed me, and away I went again and again, and 
thus continued making ftill grea&r ftrides in folly 
than before. TTie Lord followed me clofe, in mercy, 
and often brake in powerfully upon me, turning all 
my mirth into mourning; yet. I ftill got over the 
holy witnefs, did defpite to the fpirit of grace, and 
repaired agjain to my haunts of diverfion and mer- 
riment. Sometimes when I have ftood upon the 
floor to dance, with a partner by the hand, before 
all were quite ready, God has arifen in judgment, 
and fmittcn me to the very heart. Oh ! I ftill feel- 
ingly remember his appearance within me, when 
none knew the agony of my foul. I felt ready to 
fink under the weight of condemnation and an- 
guifli ; -but refoluteJy muftering aU X\\t ^o>aX.xv^^i 1 
ms mailer of, I brazened it out, wi\Xa\ v\v^ tav&\Oi. 
iraJ/ed me to the dance, and then 1. tootv ^XQWtv^\ 
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the voice of conviiSion, became merry, and carouf- 
ed among my companions in diffipatioh, until 
time urged a difmiffion of our jovial a0embly, and 
called me to return, often lonely, to -my father*^ 
houfe, ,my outward habitation. Oh } me, hovr 
fared it with me then ? I affure thee, reader, I 
have not forgotten thofc fed and mournful walks 
it the conclufion of my midnight revellirigs. I 
have l)een broken down in deep abafemeht and felf- 
abhorrence ; have come to a full flahd, (lopped and 
fat down on a fturop, ftone or log, by "the way ; 
wrung my hands, ftrewed my tears before the Lord, 
in forrow and extremity of angui(h, bordering al- 
moft on defperation. i have begged forgivenlefs ; 
implored affiftance ; vowed amendment ; obtained 
fome relief; and returned home in hope of refor- 
ination. But'alas,.filas! my refolutions were writ- 
ten as it were in fand ; the power of habit had en- 
flaved me; and almoft the liext invitation of my 
aflbciatefi, overcame all my engagements ; the e»- 
gernefs of defires. fbr diVertifem&nts and paftimbs 
brake through all the fahd^itms t)f v'oWs ; and Vio^ 
lated th^ folemnity of facred ptotflifes to thy Gdji. 
1 rufhed agiin into trahfgreilion, ai i horfe rufhes 
into the battle ; again and again I took niy fwihg. 
and drank my fill : and again and again remorfe ana 
tompunftion feized upon me: Adored. for ever be 
thie name of the Lord, he forfobk me not ; but 
followed me (liil.clofer andclofer, aiid founded the 
alarm louder and louder iit mine ears. There was 
in me an imnlortal part, which his love was to- 
wards ; the recovery of which, from the thraldom 
of fin and corruption, his goodnefs engaged him to 
feek by mircV and by judgment ; frowns and 
fmiles; chaftiiements and endearments ; and all in 
love Inexpreffible. 

TAus dealt he with me. When I turned at his 
r^prcoH, he fmiled gpon mc, alvl rWicvtA m^ fo\iY% 
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anxiety ; but when I again revolted* his rod wai 
lifted up in fatherly correiSion The ftill fmall 
voice was uttered in my dwelling, as in the cool of 
the day, when a little retired from noife and com* 
motion, Adanu where art thou^ T'here was no 
hiding from him, whofe penetrating eye no fecret 
can efcape ; and whofe aim in reproving was only 
to fave. He ftill reproved my wanderings, and 
pointed out the right . way, according to fcripture 
declaration, * thou fhalt hear a voice behind thee, 
^ faying, this is the way, walk in it/ Indeed the 
way was (hewn me ; it was often plainly caft up 
before me; but I would not walk in it. I knew my 
Lord's will, but did it not; mine awn^ I ftill de* 
lighted In the indulgence of. O ! that others may 
efcape my load of guilt: and may I fay, my bed of 
hell, or inward tormenting agony, by a timely 
ftibxniflion to the reproofs of inftru6tion. 

Sometimes I fpent near all the firft-day 6f the 
week, when I (hould have been at meeting, in play- 
ing cards, idle, if not diflblute converfation,and other 
vain amufements ; returning home at night in con- 
demnation, and fooietimes nghing and crying, and 
y^C thro* ail thjs the Lord preferved me from hard 
df'jnking, though often in the way of tempta- 
tion and folicitation to it. Swearing I alfo moftly 
refrained from. Jefting, Joking and vain con- 
verfation,. I went conliderable lengths in ; and 
fometimes, joined theforemoft in filtny and obfcene 
difcourfes. Then again great fhame and felf-ab- 
hprrence would overwhelm me ; again I vowed, pro- 
mifed an4 renewed my covenant; but all in vain ; 
I hstd not got deep enough ; nor were my covenants 
made or renewed in the right ability ; but too much 
in my own ftrength and creaturely refolutions ; fo 
they foon were broken. Sometimes I held out a 
a week or two; other times only a hv] ot Vno, 
Thus time^ja&d on; and, with a^n itvcv^^l^ cS. 
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years, I found an increaiing propenfity to wanton- 
neis and diiEpation. But blettbd be the God of my 
falvation, he proportionately increafed my fenfe of 
guilt and condemnation. 

I had feafons of very ferious confideration upon 
religion. What indruftions I had outwardly re- 
ceivedy were moftly in the way of Friends; but 
when I came near to man's eftate, falling in com* 
pany with fome of the Baptift fociety, I was drawn 
to attend their meetings in Providence. Friends 
meetings were oftner held in filencc than fuited my 
itching ear. 1 loved to hear words, began to grow 
inquifitive, and to fearch pretty deeply into do£lrine$ 
and tenets of religion ; and the Baptift preachers 
filled my ears with words, and my head with argu^, 
ments.and diftin£lions: but my heart was little or 
not at all improved by them.^ I almoft forfook the 
meetings of Friends, except yearly meetings, and 
meetings appointed by travellers in thefervice of the * 
^ofpel. But when 1 went to thefe, O? how liv- 
mgly 1 ftill remember the heavenly and heart-ten- 
dering impreffions I fometimes received under the 
animating teftimonies delivered in the life of the 

fofpeU Here my btart was helped, though my 
cad was lefs amufed.than among the Baptifts : how- 
ever, as 1 knew not clearly what caufed the diflfer- 
ence ; as Friends meetings remained ftill often 11- 
lent ; and as I ftill wifhed the gratification of argu- 
mentative; fyftematic difcourfes ; I ftill pretty di- 
ligently attended the Baptift meeting ; and, in my 
moft religious feafons, I began to think of being 
baptifed in water. For the head-work fo far outrdn 
the heart-work, during my attendance of thefe 
meetings, that 1 became convinced in fpeculation, 
that that outward performance was an ordinance of 
Chrift; though I have fince feen, that it never was 
ordained by Jefas; but was a forerunning, pre- 
paratorjr and decreafing inftituxion, ax^ \va.s \ow^ 
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fioc^ done its office, and ceafed in the charch in 
point of obligation ; and that there is now to the 
true church Irat on« Lord, one faith, and one bap* 
tifm, that of the Holy Ghoft, which only can pa* 
rify and make clean the iniide. O ! my heart, mj 
very foul it fully fatisfied in this matter; having 
felt the living efficacy of this one faving baptifmi 
and known its fuH fufficiency without any other. 

What firfl: turned my mind to believe the Out- 
ward a chriftian ordinance, was this one argument 
of the baptifls*— * Chrift commanded his difciples 
< to baptize: No man can baptize with the Holy 

* Ghoft ; therefore the baptifm he commanded was 

« not that of the Holy Ghoft, but that of water/ ^ 
This then appeared to me conclufive, and unan-^ 
fwerable. But it was my ignorance of that bap« 
tizing power which attends all true gofpel miniftry 
that made me afient to this falfe poution, * no man 
' can baptize with the Holy Ghoft/ Man himfelf, 
in his own mere ability, I know cannot ; but I 
alfo know, that of himfelf he cannot preach the 
gofpel • This ailertion, no man can preach the 
gofpel, is juft as true as that no man can baptize 

* with the Holy Ghoft/ As man merely, he can 
da nothing at all of either ; but it ftill ftands true, 
nun can, through divine affiftance, do both. The 
real gofpel was never yet preached, but ^ with the 

* Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven/f Thus the 
apoftles preached it, and thus alone it is ftill preached 
— vand fo preaching it, it was a baptizing miniftry* 
As they fpake, the Holy Ghoft fell on them that 
heard tnem; that is, where faith wrought in the hearts 
of the hearers, and the living eternal word preached^ 
through the power of the Holy Ghoft, was mixed 
with faith in them that heard it ; the Holy Ghoft 
fell on them, baptizing them into a living foul- 
faving fenfe of the * power of God to fe\N^>Acys\J* 

, t I Pet. I i». * Rom. \. \b- 
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^hich is the true life of thegofpel. Thus the apoftle^ 
fulfilled the commiflion. They taught baptizingiy. 
The commiflion is not 'teach, and then baptize/ 
as two feparate z&s. It is * teach, baptizing' — ^and 
thofe who livingly witnefs the go/pel^ the power of 
God to falvation, preached unto them, they feel it, 
and receive it in, and only in * the Holy Glioft, 
fentdown from heaven,' uiey are taught baptise 

* ingly, in the demonftration of the fpirit and of 

* power.']: And no preaching has a whit more 
of the gofpel in it, than it has of the Hely Ghoft, 
the alone true baptizing power. I don t marvel 
that the letter-learned teachers of our day, who 
run unfent, who are always ready^ are ignorant 
that a true gofpel minifter is clothed with baptizing 
authority from on high.-*-I may not now go much 
further mto the difcui&on of the fubje6t of bap- 
tifm, though I fcarce know how todifmifs it, fo 
many things occur in evidence^ that there is and can 
be but one in the gofpel, and that this is and 
muft be fpiritual. 

I had not yet fully given up to the motions of 
divine life in my own heart. My mind was too 
much turned outward; and the preaching of -thofe 
I fometimes went to hear, who preach^ in their 
own time, had a powerful tendency to keep it out- 
ward. In this ftate of outward attention and in- 
quiry, I found nothing that could give me power 
over fm and corruption; but notwithftandine alt my 
ferious thoughtfulnefs, and frequent and ardent de- 
fires to become truly religious, I ftilL, once in a 
while, brake loofe, and launched forth into as 
great degrees of vanity and wickednefs as ever : and 
then again a turn of ferioufnefs would come over 
me. One time under deep exercife, after reafon- 
ing and hefitating great part of a day, whether I 
had bed give up with full purpofe of heart, to lead 

t 1 Cor. u. V 
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a religious life or not ; at length I gave up, and en- 
tered once more into folemn covenant, to ferve 
God, and deny myfelf, according to the bcft of 
my underftanding. AlmofV as foon as I had thus 
given up, and come to this good conclufion, in 
flepped the grand adverfary, and blundered and dif- 
trefled my mind exceedingly with the doftrinc of 
predeftination ; powerfully infinunting, that a certaitt 
number were infallibly ordained to eternal falvation, 
the reft to inevitable deftrudtion; and that not all the 
religious cxercifes of my mind could poflibly make 
any alteration in my final defti nation and allotment. 
If God had damned me from all eternity, 1 muft 
be damned for ever ; if he had chofen me to 
eternal falvation, I might fet my heart at reft, and 
iivc juft fuch a life as would moft gratify my na- 
tural inclinations ; for what advantage could there 
be in religion, and felf-denial, if an eternal, un- 
alterable decree fecured my final end. I felt willing 
to hope I was a chofen vefifel ; and for a fhor^ time 
thefe ideas fo crouded into my mind, that I was 
even ready to conclude, a God all goodnefs had 
doomed the far greater part of mankind to never 
ending niifery, withoirt any provocation on their 
pait. I now view the do<^rine of unconditional 
cledion to eternal life, and reprobation to eternal 
deftru£kion, with abhorrence. I almoft marvel, that 
under a cloud of darknefs, my rational faculties 
could ever be fo impofed upon, as to aftcnt to (b 
erroneous a fentiment. I know of no doArine in. 
the world, that more fhockingly reflefls on the 
charader of the Deity. ' 

I did not indeed fo drink down this falfe do£^rine 
as to relinauifti my purpofe of amendment all at 
once; I held out a few weeks ; when, mournful to 
relate, the influence of young company, and mjr 
vehement defires for creaturcly indulgetvec, xVvcow^gx 
the tolerating iniaencc of the afote(a\A \tt^vtv^^ViotvA^ 

D t VriSk^ 
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brake through all i^^y moft folemn engagements, 
threw down the walls and fortifications, and ex- 
pofed me an eafy prey to the grand enemy of my 
foul's falvation. Again I took my fwing/in vanity, 
amufements and diffipation. This, however, was 
but a fhort race. The Lord, in loving kindnefs, 
followed me with his judgments, inwardly re- 
vealed againft fin. The prince of darknefs al(o fol- 
lowed me, with temptation upon temptation to evil ; 
and with various fubtile infinvfations, and dark na- 
tions, to rid me of all fear, refirainf, or tendernefs 
of confcience. At length, notwithftanding all I 
had felt of the power of God upon me, in reproof 
for fin, and invitation to holinefs ; yea, though I 
had fome true relifti of divine good, the holy wit- 
nefs became fo ftifled, that I began to. conclude 
there was no God; that all things came by chance, 
by nature, by the fortuitous jumble ^nd concourfe 
ot atoms, without any defigning caufe, o? intelli<*' 
geot arrangement; that it was idle, chimerical, Mid 
ielufive, to think of fervitig or fearing a being who 
had oo exiftence but in imaginationt Here let it 
be well confidered, what a powerful influence the 
^miffion of one falfe doSrine, and the violatbn of 
divine manifeftation and convidlion, has in paving 
the way for other falfe doctrines. Not much 
fooner nad I received and cherifhed one of the 
grand falfehoods of the fiither of lies, the dofirine 
of irrefiftible neceflity, and predeftination, than in 
the mifts of darknefs which fpread over my mind, 
under the baleful influence thereof, I even dared 
to deny the eternal deity ; and, horrible to the laft 
degree to think of, I began to rejoice in the idea of 
unbounded, unrefirained licentioufneis and car- 
nality; and that I was unaccounuble for my 
conduct, not confidering that, on my atheiftical 
icheme, I was unprotected, and had no more to 
Aope than to fear; none to look up to for defence 
^nd fuccour ; but muft be left » pre^ to NioVftTvcfc^ 
sad 9II kinds cf ndvetGiy attendant on t]h\%\ifc. 
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J the depravity of tafte and inclination, as 
I of underftanding, which I was plunged into ! 



Oh 

wcHas 

I went on a few months after this, much in the 
fame manner ; my days I fpent in vanity and re- 
bellion ; my nignts frequently In horror and dif* 
trefi ! Many a night I fcarce durft enter my cham- 
ber, or lay me down in bed.— -I have the moft un* 
Ihaken ground to believe it was the inpmediate 
power of God upon me, that thus terrified my 
guilty foul ; and that in the moft fatherly goodnefs, 
condefcenfion, and mercy, in order to prevent my 
going on to endlefs perdition, to which I feemea 
to be fwiftly pofting. Day after day, and night 
after night, I was diftrefled ! — ^the Lord fetting my 
fins in order before me, and pleading with me to 
return unto him and live. At laft I fled again to 
religious engagement for relief, betook myfelf to 
prayer, and cried to the Lord, in the bitternefs of 
my fpirit. Sometimes I begged and interceded for 
mercy, and power to make a ftand and overcome 
fin, with fuch vehemency as if my very heart 
would break ! — Tears guined from my eyes ! My 
ibul was overwhelmed with anguifh! Oh I young 
man whoever thou art, that readeft thefe lines, I 
warn thee, I befeech thee, ihun fuch mifery, by 
obedience; fuch unutterable anxiety, by cleaving 
to the Lord. Yet after all this, young company, 
mufick, eaming, pleafure, again rallied their forc^ 
and had (uch influence over my refolutions, as evi- 
denced them written as In duft, though mingled 
with tears, with wormwood and gall, and I aban- 
doned all again, to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a 
feafon. But God, rich in mercy, and long-fofFer-' 
ing kindnefs, ftill interrupted my career, difturbed 
my carnal fatisfa£lion, and blafted all my joysw 
Once more a fenfe of juft and holy indignation 
kindled up in my breaft for tranfgreflion and griev- 
ous revolt. Awfulnefs took hold on me ; acuaxA* 
ment fwsdlowed me up. 1 knew uoV >n\Cv^ '^vj 
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to torn. The wrath of an offended long-fuffi^ine 
God Teemed cloiing upon me on every fide.— 3 
felt myfelf in thraldofti, and almoft without hope. 
I knew myfetf a prifoner, and yet I hugged my 
chains. 



QHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

His exirclfe continued, and parttcularh about ufing 
the plain fcripture language. Of ifraeVsvnlder^ 
nefi travel^ and the forerunner, Rtferettce to 
the feajbns and book of Job. On humility^ and 
bis entrance into the wof-t of the numftry^ and 
. confideratiom thereon. 

rTpHUS I continued ftill in vanity and 
• ' ' 1 folly, witl^ intervals of deep diftrefs 
and mourning, a ihort fpace longer, that is, until 
about nineteen years old, when I became more 
'fiiUy and clearly convinced, and that very much 
l>y the immediate operations, illuminatiohs, aild 
openings of divine light in my own mind, that 
this inward fomething, which had been thus 
long arid powerfully ftriving with me, difturbing 
my every falfe reft, confuting every falfc and fin- 
flattering imagination of fle(h and blood, or of the 
grand adverfary, and enjoining it upon me to give 
up all, and walk in the ways of virtue and true 
felf-denial, was the true and jiving fpirit and power 
of the eternal God ; the very fame that ftrove with 
the old world, influenced the patriarchs, prophets, 
and apoftles ; and vifits, ftrives with, and at feafons 
more or lefs influences, the hearts of all mankind. 
I now faw this the only principle of all true con- 
Verlion and falvation; that fo long as this was re- 
lifted and reje3ed, reparation muft infallibly re<r 
main between God and the foul ; but that, when- 
ever this is received and in all things thoroughly 
fubmitted to, a thorough reconciliation takes place. 

Some may think thi^ do<ftrine robs Chrift of the 
honour of our redemption and reconciliation ; but 
I apprehend none can think fo who xxvvdtxft.-wvi ^Jwt 
do&rinc of /aiv^tioa by Jcftis. It ^BW^^xom^^^ 
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eternal Spirit, this very Spirit that vifits and 
ftrives with all» that Chrift oiFered up that pre- 
pare body. It is through, and only through, the 
influence of the (ame Holy Spirit, that any foul 
was ever converted to God, or favingly benefited 
by the redemption that is in Jefus. whatever way, 
O foul, or by whatever means thou art benefited m 
a fpirituai fenfe, it is by this Holy Spirit, that is, 
the immediate operative power and principle with- 
in thee. 

Having thus at length become livingly convinced, 
that it was nothing mort of the eternal Power and 
Spirit of God that fo forcibly wrought in me, 
in order for my deliverance from the power of 
darknefs and feduftion, I gave up to the holy re- 
quirings of God, as inwardly made known to me— 
and clearly known were many things thus made. 
Nothing elfe could ever to have opened my mind, 
and made known my duty to me. The Scripturest 
other good books, religious converfatbn, contem* 
plation upon the works of creation and providence ; 
all tbefe are very good means of information; but 
none of them, nor even all of them, without the 
Holy Spirit's fealing operation and evidence upon 
the mind, can ever make a man fure of his duty 
to God in any one thing. He may reafon, and fet 
up many rules, meafures, andflandards of duty, and 
morality; but certainly he never will arrive thereat, 
without the help of that which in itfelf is certain. 
It may be faid the fcriptures are certain. Very well, 
but what certifies thee that theyare certain, or that 
thou knoweft their meaning ? Uo not the profefied 
mafters in reafoning widely diflFer upon many paf- 
fages in the facred writings ? they all fay they have 
reafon on th eir fide. But believe them not: nor 
believe thaFany thingTS or can be certainly known 
tO'man, of the divine authority of the fcriptures. 
Without the light and evidence of l\ie HoW S^vvlu 
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But to proceed:— I gave up very fully to fcrye 
the Lord in the way of his leadings ; I forfook rude 
and vicious company, withdrew into retirenient, at* 
tended the meetings of Friends, and often fought 
the Lord, and waited upon him in folemn, reveren- 
tial {ilence alone, for his counfel, dire^ion, ahd 
prefer vation ; and he was gracioufly pleafed to point 
out and caft up the way for me, one thing after 
another, with fuflSciency of clearaefs. Firft, he 
(hewed me negatively^ what I ought not to do in 
various particulars, breaking me off from my vicious 
pra£tices and aflbciations. This svzs forfaklng evil. 
And then he taught and enjoined me the practice of 
feveral things pojitively^ wherein he engaged me to 
choofe and cleave unto that which Is' g^od. \ I faw 
clearly it was his will^ and my in^ifpenfable duty, 
reverently toafiemble for divine worihip, and there* 
in to watt upon him, draw inwardly near unto binti, 
and according to the apoftle*i language, ;^f/ «^«^ 
bim^ in order to find and enjoy him. I alfo foiind 
St my duty often to wait upon* him alone, in awful 
fiient retirement^ not approaching him in fiipplica- 
tion, but when he influenced my heart thereto, wfth 
the true fpirit of prayer and intefceflion. -He alfoi 
Ihewed me, that religion was an internal life in the 
ibul ; that great attention, fincerity and pun£tualitT 
was neceflary to the growth and profperity of it ; 
Aat I muft not be content with attending meetings^ 
and fitting in filence, though ever fo reverently and 
properly ; I muft live continually in an inward , 
watchfulnefs and dedication of heart ; watch all my 
thoughts, words and a£lions, and know all brought 
to judj^ment ; and allow nothing topafs unexamined, 
nor willingly unapproved : that I muft obferve the 
moft upright honefty and fincerity in my dealings 
among men, as in the prefence of God. He taught 
me that men generally rely too much on external 
performances ; and thus guarding tivy m\Tv\ ^.^v^ 
thinking tvo much of any thing outww^. ^^ 
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opened my unilerAanding to behold my duty, ia 
regard to outward plainnefs ; that a plain, decent^ 
and not coftly drefs and way of living, in all things, 
was moft agreeable to true chriftian gravity and felf- 
denial : that rich, ihowy, or gaudy drefs, hopfe, 
food, or furniture, fed and foftered pride and oftenta- 
tion ; robbed the poor, pleafed the vain, and led 
into a great deal of unneceflary care, toil, and folici* 
tude, to obtain the means of this way of life and 
appearance ; that it could not afford any true and 
folid fatisfadiion ; but muft unavoidably divert the 
mind froiti inward feeling watchfulnefs; retard the 
work of mortification and true felf-denial ; and faci- 
litate unprofitable afibciation and acquaintance with 
fuch as would rather alienate the affeftions firon^ 
God, than unite the foul to him. 

Thus inftruAed, I bowed in reverence; and as 
it became froni time to time neceflary to procure 
new clothing, I endeavoured to conform my out- 
ward appearance in this refpe& to the didlates of 
truth, in which I found true peace and fatisfa£lion. 
Alfo he inflru£led me to ufe the plain fcripture Ian* 
guage, THOU to one, and you to more than one. 
The crofs greatly offended me in regard to thefe 
things. This of language in paiticular, looked fo 
trifling and foolifh to the worldly wife part in me, 
and the fear of ' the world's dread laugh/ (o pow-* 
erfuUy oppofed it, that it was very hard and trying 
to my natural will to give up to this duty. I thought 
if , my right hand would excufe my compliance, I 
would gladly facrifice it, or yield it up» rather than 
give up to ufe fuch a defpifed language, and fubmit 
to be laughed at, as viewing religion concerned in 
fuch things as thefe. This may feem incredible to 
ibme, but it is true, and as freAi with me as almoft 
any paft exercife. This exercife befet me day and 
night [or fomt time, during which I had many for- 
rowful 9ad bitter tears, pleaded roatti^ tuoaife^^ vcA 
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greatly wiflied fome fubftitute might be accepted 
inftead of tlie thing called for; but he who called 
me into the performance of thefe foolifh things, (to 
this world's wifdom) was gracioufly pleafed to (hew 
me with indubitable clearnefs, that he would^hoofe 
his iacrifice himfelf ; and that neither a right hand 
nor a right eve, neither thoufands of rams, nor ten 
thoufands ot rivers of oil, would by any means an- 
fwer inftead of his requirings If he called for fo 
weak or foolifti a thing as the words thou and thee * 
to a (Ingle perfon, inftead of yott^ nothing elfe of my 
fubftituting would do inftead of it ; for * the fool- 
* i(hnefs of God is wifer than men.'* Let none 
difpute the ground with Omnipotence, nor confer 
with fleftr and blood ; left therein, defpifing the day 
-tffmall things J they /a// iy little and littlt. 

For be aftured, O ! thou called of the Lord, thoa 
canft never become his chofeny unlefs thoU obey his 
iall^ and come out of all he calls thee from. If 
tbou art not faithful in the little^ thon wilt not be 
made ruler over much. Perhaps few will believe the 
futnefs of heavenly joy which fprang in my bofom, 
as a weli-fpring of living waters, after my giving up 
in faithfulne(s to this requtfition. And yet this low 
of divine confolation lafted not long at this time ; 
for though I gave up to whatever the Lordfrequired 
of me, yet as I had fo long and fo ftubbornly rebel* 
led againft hifii, hefaw meet, in his infinite wifdotn, 
ibon to hide his face from me again, and clofe me 
ip in almoft utter darknefs, which rendered my days 
truly tedious, and my nights wearifome to my foul. 
I was fully convinced that God was to be known 
inwardly, in power and great glory, by thofe who 
obey hin^ and wait upon bim. My heart was in* 
flamei] with love towards him. I had feen a little of 
his cornel inefs-*-He had become the beloved of my 
foul, th^ chiefeft among ten thou{And^\ \X\^\^fe\^\ 

* 1 Cor.i. 15, 
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often retired alone, and in profound reverential filence 
fought after him, and preffingly folicited a nearer 
acauaintance with him. But he knowing what was 
belt for me, gracioufly hid his prefence from me. 
And though this was a painful fufpenfion, yet I 
could not be eafy to give over feeking him ; I ftill 
continued my ardent fiient approaches,, or waitings. 
I waited indeed* with all the reverence, humility, 
and folicitude that my foul was capable of; but all 
fedmed in vain. Oh ! the mourning and lamen- 
tation, the diftrefs and bitter weeping, that almoft 
continually overwhelmed me for ieveral months 
togiether, for the want of the foul-enlivening pre- 
fence of my God. Oh I faid I in my heart, will 
be never arife for my help and deliverance ? Well* 
be it as it may, I will feek himmhtil my dying day; 
my foul cannot live without him, and it may be» 
if he hide his hcc from me until my laft moments, 
he may own me at that folemn period, and receive 
me to a manfion of glory. This was often, very 
often, the language of my heart ; and under tbis 
refolution I prefled forwara. I truft the wormwood 
and the gall ; the forrow and the fighing ; the days 
and nights of anguifh ; will fcarcely be forgotten. 
It feems to me that certain fpots of earth, fome par* 
ticular fields aiid . groves, will ever, whil^ life atid 
fenfibility remain, continue to have a moving and 
a£Fe£ling influence on my mind, as often as 1 pafii 
by and lee them, or call them to remembrance, rf, 
think they muft remain peculiarly diftinguifhed to 
me by the tears and the groans, the fighs and foli- 
citations, which they have been the filent witnefies 
of. 

Oh ! my God, thou leddeft me through the 

defert, thou weanedft me from the world, and 

alluredft me into the wilderne(s : there thou didft 

hide thy face from me for a feafon ; until tlie long- 

/jigs of my fooJ Sifter thee, were mleufeV^ ViaAled ; 
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tficn lifte^ft thou up my head, and fpake comfort 
tablr to me ; bleflfed be thy holy name for ever ! 

At length the Father of mercies having thus tried 
mCyhe gracioufly caft an eye of compaflion upon me, 
hearkened to the voice of my diftrefs, made bare his 
everlafting Arm for my deliverance, gradually un* 
vailed his prefence to me, and opened my heart to 
underftand why he led me through fo trying a dif- 
peniation. I now began to difcern the myitery. of 
what I read in the hiftory of Ifrael's forty years 
travel in the wildernefs, ^s alfo the voice oi one 
cnring in the wildernefs : 1 began to fee the neceffity 
of the Lord's fending his forerunner, that the war 
might be prepared, and the paths made ftraight. I 
perceived much roughnefs, unevennefs,^nd crook* 
ednefs had been in the way. I began to know, and 
in degree to |ove the rod, and him who had appoint* 
ed it ; and as the Mafter manifefled himfelf more 
and more, I underfttxxl more and more of the myf<- 
terious ways of his working. 

After fome time I had many clear openings re« 
fpc^ng the many trials, experiences, jeopardies, 
and deliverances of his followers in days paft ; and 
a hope was kindled in me, that now I (liould go 
fi>rward without meeting with fuch.befetments, and 
withdrawings of light, as heretofore: for though 
Ae Lord ftiil at times withdrew from me ; yet, as 
his. return was not long after,and as his prefence was 
much more conAantly with me, 1 was ready to con« 
elude it would continue with increafing brightnelSf 
until I ihou Id be wholly and continually fwallowed 
up in his love : for, as fuch a ftate was fometimes 
permitted me, I not clearly underftanding the coun- 
iel of his divine will, was apt to wi(b it for my 
conf^ant condition ; not then feeing, as I have 
fince feen, that it was far from be\n£ \>^^ ^o\ vwt 
to enjoy a conttsincy of funlhine and f i\t vit.'^^'ec % 
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even the outward order and economy of divine pro- 
vidence affords inftrudlion, virhich often beautifully 
applies to our inward experiences. It is not all 
calm and funfhine ; the divine wifdom orders many 
and great viciffitudes and changes in the natund 
world : infomuchthat, perhaps in the mofl: plea 
and flourifhing feafon in the whole year, aft 
few days of clear (hining and tranquillity, t 
arifes a mod terrible ftorm, with wind, lightec ^^ 
and tremendous thunder ; and it may be with '"''' ' 

ftones fcattered abroad upon the face of the e ',^ 

At other times will high and rufhing winds fiic "^ 

the calmeft day; or pinching droughts the '^ 

fruitful feafon. Even the fettled order and 
ceffion of feafons is a continual revolution d <. 

and night, fummer and winter, feed- time and .^ 

veft. Wc have cold as well as heat; darkne 
well as lieht ; and cutting frofts as well as mgd 
frefhing dews ; and a variety of other changetv 
this is in infinite wifdom and goodnefs ; aq^ 
plays to the difcerning eye the providential. ~| 
ana glory of the great ouperintendant. M} 
hath fometimes been enraptured whilft I have 
ed and contemplated the operations of his ha 
thefe things; together with the fituation of p ^ 

rocks and lofty mountains, fturdy oaks, ao '.>^^ 

cedars; rivers, lakes, and oceans ; meadows,- ^'■'- 

andforefts; deferts and vaft howling wilderf • 
with the various inhabitants of both land and^ 
And over and above all thefe, the fun, mod 
flars in their ccurfes; and conftellations of h 
AH thefe things (though far Ihort of being luffi- 
cient food for immortal fouls, and perhaps not heft 
to dwell much upon) have neverthelefs animatingly 
afie6led my mind in the contemplation of them; 
and raifed my foul in adoration to him who is the 
former of all things ; and who, when he was plea- 
/ed to anfwer out of the whirlwind, and awfully to 
interrogate his /ervant Job, for hW irvfttudioti^ n«^% 
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pleafed to make the wonderful works of his hand» 
and the excellent order of his government! the fub- 
jedls of his demands. And who among the font 
of men can read the folemn queries then uttered by 
the Divine Majefty, and not feel fome tender emo- 
tions of foul; as, 'Haft thou commanded the 
^ morning fmcethy days, and caufed theday-fpring 
•to know his place?'* is one among the many 
folemn ami fublime interrogatives, by the wifdom 
of an all'knowing God, demanded of his fcrvant; 
fuflBciently declaring, beyond all hefitation, how 
infinitely exalted above all human comprehenfion, 
he is in wifdom, power, and glory ; as well as amply 
fetdng forth his goodnefs to the fons of men, in 
caufing the regular returns of day and night, and 
other wonderful fucccdions and revolutions, for the 
benefit and comfort of his dependant creatures. Bow, 
O my foul, adore and wor(hip the God of thy life, 
who is the length of thy days and thy portion 
for ever. His works are wondrous, part finding 
•nt, marvellous, and beyond thy comprehenfion. 
Thou feeft in part the multitude and magnitude of 
his wonderful works ; thou beholdeft a fmall part 
of the changes and viciflitudes attending them : and 
yet through all, what excellent order, harmonv, and 
regularity, is prcferved. Surely nothing le(s than 
his Omnipotence and Omnifcience could poffibly 
2^- cfieA or produce all this. Thou feeft he is faithful 
in performing his ancient gracious promife. Day 
and ni^ht, feed- time and harveft, &c. fail not. 
' He faid not unto the feed of Jacob, feek ye my 
face in vain.' t Nay verily; the languace of his 
compaiConate regard on the contrary, is, Fear not, 
worm Jacob, I will never leave thee nor forfake 
thee : when ihou goeft through the water, it {hall 
not overwhelm thee ; or when through the fire, it 
fliall not kindle upon thee. It is as much in wif- 
dom and goodnefs that he fometimes as vt vj^x^ v«vi\- 

*Jobxxxviii 12. f Kai, x\v. \(^. 
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draws, hides from, and leaves his children, and then 
again returns glorioufly for their unfpeakable con« 
folation, as is the fucceffion of darkneis and light, 
cold and warm feafons, in the outward. 

Many and varied a£9i£lions are neceflary to our 
refinement. Hence the place of this refinement is 
called, • the furnace of affliaion.'* Through the 
purifying operations of thefe fiery trials, the foul 
is gradually redeemed from the pit of pollution. It 
is a precious work of divine power, to hide pride 
from man. And he who becomes thoroughly ac- 
qainted with the corruptions of human nature, in 
its alienation from God, will find, if ever true hu- 
miliation and renovation is effeded in him, that' 
nothing fliort of the baptifm of fire can rightly 
cleanfe the corrupt, and humble the proud heart of 
fallen man. Indeed it is a fealed truth, that they 
who are without chaftifement are baftards, and not 
fons. All that the Father loveth, he chafteneth; 
and fcourgeth every one that he receiveth. My 
foul rejoiceth and jgiveth God thanks, for deep pro- 
bations and withdrawings of his prefence ; as well 
as for the fenfible incomes of his love, and arifings 
of the light of his countenance upon me. I fee and 
own it needful to my growth in the divine life, as 
well as in order to my complete emancipation from 
the fervitude of fin, that he (hould deal thus with 
me : and it has afforded inftruAion to my mind, 
that he is called in fcripture by the name of * the 
' Lord that hideth his face from the houfe of 
* Jacob.*t Oh! what panting of foul, what anxi- . 
ous folicitude for his return, takes place in all the 
true travellers, when he veils his holy prefence ; 
and how joyful is the lifting up of his counteqance, 
after thefe leafons, upon the drooping mind, thus 
/>rcpared for th« comfortable returns thereof. It 
ts like the returns of clear (hining after rain. 

* Ifai. xJviii. lo. ^li^\^ nWu \'\. 
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Under the refining band of God's power, whereby 
he thus humbled and abafed my foul, I was given 
clearly to fee the need I fhould have of this excel- 
lent qualification, humUity^ in my further progrefs 
in religious life. I faw pretty clearly, in tlie midft 
of my deepeft depreffion, that if I fliould be fa- 
voured with unremitted tranquillity and divine en- 
joyment, I fhould be in dangit of fpiritual pride 
and exaltation. BlefTed be the name of the Lord 
for this among his many other favours, that he 
4aught me the necefEty or humility, and forewarn- 
edy and therein forearmed me agamft the wiles of 
Satan, which I afterwards became more fully ac- 

Juainted with. Oh! with what ardency of defire 
id my prayers afcend before him, that he would 
rebuke the proud Luciferian fpirit, and appoint my 
dwelling in the low valley, where the grafs is green, 
and where the fragrant flowers give forth a plea- 
fant fmell. I faw, that on the lofty mountains 
often reigns barrennefs and defolation. My mind 
was almoft conftantly imprefTed in thofe days with 
the love and defire of deep humility. I faw fome- 
thing of its real beauty ; and craved it as one of the 
greateft blefliogs. O ! faid I, that I may put it on 
as a garment, and wear it for ever : yea even appear 
in it before my Judge, in the affembly of faints 
and angels in a future ftate * Oh? Lord, my God, 
(was then my language, and my heart now joins 
It) fuffer me never to forget my * tribulations, nor 
' to ceafe my fupplications to thee, for the con- 

• tinuance of this piecious blefling, let it be the 

* firfl and the lafi in the catalogue of my requefts.* 

Thus the great Leader of Ifrael led me on from 
ftep to ftep, not by any means through a conftant 
and uninterrupted enjoyment of his prefence; but 
which for me has been far better, by frequent with- 
drawings, flrippings, and deep felt emptvtvtfe, ^. 
\cTtyand want; and that again and aga\tv t^.^t,"axA^ 

E 3 tN^w 
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even after large overflowings of his love in itiy 
foul, as a river overflowing all its banks. Had he 
not| after fach feafons of. rejoicing, veiled his pre- 
fence, and clothed my foul with mourning, I might, 
like ancient Ifrael, have * fang his praife, and foon 
* forgot his works.'t But now, through the many 
tribulations, and wife turnings of his holy hand 
upon me, my fbij||pemains bowed, and to this day 
fenfible of the tendering impreflionsof his love and 
goodnefs. The favour of life is dill frefh within 
file. He has led me about and inftru6ted me, and 
(with reverence 1 fpeak it) hath kept and preferved 
me. May I ftill be preferved, and henceforth for 
ever kept fafe under his all-powerful prote6^n ; 
walking worthy of the fame to the end of my days. 
Amen. 

During a great part of the foregoing exercifes, I 
had frequent openings^ and lively prbfpeds refpe£t- 
ing the chriftian warfare, and the myfteries of the 
kingdom of heaven. I often believed, in the open- 
ings of divine light, that, if 1 flood faithful, it 
would be required of me to declare to others what 
the Lord had done for me, and given me an under* 
flanding of, and to entreat my fellow creatures to 
feek an habitation in that kingdom that cannot be 
ihaken or fade away.-— This concern began no\v to 
grow upon me confiderably, even to that degree, 
that I felt at times in meetings a living engagement 
to communicate fdmewhat to the people ; but, 
fearing I fhould begin in that great work before the 
right time, I kept back ; and even divers timesy 
when I was almoft ready to ftand up, I have con- 
cluded I would keep filence this once more ; con- 
fidering within myfelf, that if my fo doing fhould 
be difpleafing to the Lord, he would manifefl his 
difpleafure to me ; but if I fhould prefume to fpeak 
a word in his name, and it fhould prove to be with- 
in/' his holy requiring, or tooiooii> lOaoviMktwit 

t Pfal. cvi. 1* 1^. 
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onlv difpleafe him, but alfo burden his people; and 
perhaps g^t into and become entangled in a way of 
ipeaking from too fmall motions or imprei&ons felt, 
or mournfully miftake the fparks of my own kind- 
ling for divine impreffions ; which might, in con- 
fequence of my giving way thereunto, be fuflfered 
to increafe upon me to my great lofs in the fubftan* 
tial and divine life, if not t6 my utter ruin. In 
this guarded frame of mind I pafled on for fome 
time, often feeking to the Lord for counfel and di- 
region in this and other concerns of importance. 
And though I believe I might have publickly borne 
teftimony in the name, power, and approbation of 
the Lora, rather fooner than I did ; yet as I was 
not obftinately, but carefully backward, I feldom 
felt much condemnation for withholding: how- 
ever, I did a few times find fome real uneafinefs on 
that slccount.-^But he who laid the concern upon 
me, Well knowing the integrity of my hearty and 
that I was bent Faithfully to ferve him, without 
going too fafl, or yet tarrying behind my guide, 
dealt graciouHy witn me, pafTed by my little with* 
holdings, favoured with frefh and increafing in- 
comes of his love, and, from time to time, cafl up 
my way with flill greater ciearnefs ; and at length 
in a manner fo clear, and confirming, as eraled 
doubt and hefitation from my mind. In the frefli 
authority whereof I uttered a few words in our 
meeting at Providence, on the firfl day of the week, 
and lOth of the 4th month 1774* to my own and 
I believe my friends fatisfadlion. I felt the returns 
of peace in my own bofom, as a river of life, for 
a cdnfiderable time afterwards, fweetly comforting 
my mind, and confirming' me in this folemn un- 
dertaking. 

After fome tim^e^ of heavenly rejoicing, I began 
again to be tried with various exercifes ^uA coyv^\Qc^ 
of mind, though flill frequently (avoMU^ viVJcv \>c\fc 
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fiowings of divine love, m a very comfortable and 
foul-fatisfying manner. At divers times I had live- 
ly impreilions to fay a few words more, in publick 
teftimony ; but (lilJ waited to be well allured. The 
unfpeakable confolation which I found, on mf 
firft uttering a few words, and that after a confider- 
able time of rather holding back, than hafty pro- 
cedure, had fylly confirmed me that there is mater 
fafety in turning the fleece, and well provuig it* 
both wet and dry, than in rufhing forward in the 
iirft operations or openings. The beafts, allowed 
in facrifice, were to chew the cud and divide the 
hoof. Chewing the cud is a deliberate ad : they 
chew and fwallow, and chew and fwallow again. 
The divifion of the hoof being on the Jiepping 
member, (hews the danger of taking a fingle ftep 
in divine fervices, without a clear divifion of things, 
and the way caft up in the mind.*— As I thus waited 
for clearnefs, not beine by once fucceeding encou- 
raged toruntoofaft, Twas fevoured to know the 
fire of the Lord rightly kindled upon his altar ; and 
to witnefs an ofiermg of his own preparing. And 
I am well affured that fuch, and fuch only are the 
offerings which will End acceptance with him. He 
never will rejeft thefc. any more than accept thofe 
of human obtruding. 

My fecond publick appearance in the miniftry 
was at the lower meeting-houfe in Smith-field, the 
19th of the lOth month 1774, when I found a liv- 
ing concern to encourage a careful engagement be- 
fore the Lord, out of meetings ; and to prefs it 
upon Friends to draw nigh unto him from day to 
day, that ftrength may be renewed, and the divino 
favour of life retained, left we lofe the livine fenfe 
of what we often gracioufly enjoy in our religious 
meetings. Life, divine life, attended me in this 
little teftimony, as in the former. And after meet- 
y/jff I enjoyed the Avcet influence of Vvvta vrtvo is. 
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the God of my falvation, in a degree that was 
greatly to my confirmation and encouragement. 
After this I ftill continued feeking unto and waiting 
upon God for counfel and diredion ; in which 
frame of mind I was favoured to renew and increafe 
a livine acquaintance with him ; and witnefled ftefh 
ihfiruSion to my mind. 1 appeared but feldoni in 
publick teftimony, and moftly in a few words at a 
time, and yet I have fome few times been made 
fenfible of faying too much ; and for which I have 
felt n>ore pain of mind than I have often felt* if 
ever, for withholding. However, through merci- 
ful prefervation, I have feldom to my knowledge 
appeared oftener or faid more than has tended to 
my own relfef and fatisfadtion, and, for ought I 
know, to the fatisfaAion of my brethren : blefled 
be the name of the Lord my God. I bow awfully 
before him, for his dire£):ing and preferving prefence 
jthrough many deep probations. He hath been with 
me in the heights and in the depths ; has ftrung my 
bow and covered my head in the day of battle. May 
I ferve him faithfully all the days of my ftay here, 
until I go hence and be ieen of men no more. 
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CHAP. III. 

His exercifes continued. Poffis through fome difcou^ 
ragements. A word of encouragement to the exer^ 
cijed traveller, A view of God^s goodnefs, and 
anciently with Noah^ Abraham^ (sfc. Trials about 
the war^ paper currency and taxes. An addrefs to 
Zion. His Jlckne/Sf and other trials. Waits in 
Jilence^ lie. 

AT this time I kept a fchool for Friends chil- 
dren in the town of Providence ; and having 
for feveral years paft believed at times, that it might 
be beft to prefcrve fome account of my pjlgrimage 
through the wiMernefs of this v^orld, I now began 
a more regular and conftant journal of my exercifes* 
and the Lord*s gracious dealings with me, than I 
bad heretofore preferved. I had before made a few 
minutes of fome remarkable occurrences, which 
(together with what was frefh in my memory, and 
fo vcorded there as not likely foon if ever to be ob- 
literated) enabled me to write the foregoing account; 
and thus to bring it forward to this time. 

On the firft day of the week, the ift of the ill 
month 1775, I fell and received a fmall wound 
which was attended with confiderable forenefs and 
pain ; and next day having in addition to this a turn 
of the nervous or fick head-ach, I was confined to 
the houfe : and hope thefe light afflid^ions were not 
wholly ufelefs to me, in regard to my beft interefl. 
O ! that every trial may help to refine and prepare 
my foul for the city of my God. 

Fourth day i ith, went to thequarterly meeting at 
New- Port ; it held two days, not very lively ; yet 
a remnant were concerned to labour for the welfare 
of Sion. 



JOB SCOTT. 39 

1775. About thefc days I went through great 
difcouragements and heavy exercifes ; but was moftly 
enabled to hope and believe it was all for my goodp 
and would tend, if rightly endured, to my further- 
ance and enlargement in'divine things ; and, blefled 
be the name of him who led and fupported me 
through them ; he did indeed arife for my help and 
confolation, even with healing in his wings ; and 
that too, when I was almoft ready to faint, and def- 
pair of his help ; which made me hope I fhould 
trufl: in him, and rely upon him, for the future ; 
even in and through all trying difpenfations. Indeed 
it is eafy to hope and believe we fhall truft in the 
Lord, when he fhines upon us, and (heds abroad 
his love in our hearts, making us livingly to joy 
and rejoice in his prefence, which was now graci- 
oufly my happy experience ; but alas ! when we 
have again and again to pais through the valley and 
ihadow of death, it is not fo eafy to ftand firmi keep 
the faith y and truft in God. 

My exercifed foul has bad large experience of thefe 
heights and depths ; and knows that nothing but 
divme power can uphold us in times of deep proba* 
tion which we muft pafs through in our travels to« 
wards the land of reft. And Ol that none mar 
give out in fuch feafons, or faint in their minds ; it 
IS no new thing; it is the beaten path, and all the 
Lord*«: ranfomed muft become acquainted with it, 
and travel in it, not taking their flight in the winter ; 
and as they thus ftand firm, they will joyfully wit- 
ncfs, in the Lord's time, the winter to be over, the 
fummer to advance, the time of thefinging of birds 
to be come, and the voice of the turtle to be heard 
in their land. Oh ! the pangs and fufFerings 
through which fome have waited again and again for 
the' return of thefe bleflTed enjoyments, thefe «vo- 
ments of refre/h/nent from the prefence ot xVvt\^o\^\ 
hut none have ever rightly waited on xYvc l-oxdi va. 
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^raiii. Therefore truft in him, O my foul for ever » 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafting ftrength. 

. Fourth day 2Cth» I attended our monthly meet* 
ing at Smithfieldy upper meet]ng-houfe,found fome 
dear friends fympathized with me in my deep pro* 
bkions : and was particularly comforted by a letter 
from a dearly beloved friend, written in a manner 
well fuited to affift and encourage my drooping 
mind-— may I ever walk worthy the remembrance^ 
fympathy» and prayers, of my friends. 

Fifth day, ad of ad month. In time of filence 
and retirement, in family devotion, wherein we 
were engaged to wait upon the Lord, for the renewal 
of ftrength together, my ipind was livinglj opened 
into a frefh and humbling fenie of the unlpeakable 
love and goodnefs of God to poor, frail, finite man, 
in ancient days — ^particularly I was bowed in confi* 
deration of his wonderful dealings with Noah ; and 
how he was with him in the ark ; and how he taught 
him to prepare it for his own and family^ preferva- 
tion : how he was with Abraham when he left his 
father's houfe at his command, and went forth not 
knowing whither he was to go : alfo how he was 
with Ifrael in Egypt, through the Red fea, the wil- 
dernefs, and Jordan ; with David, when he fled 
from Saul, being hunted as a partridge upon tbe~ 
mountains ; with Jonah, in the whale's belly ; 
with Daniel, in the lion's den ; and the three chil* 
dren, in the fiery furnace ; with his own well be- 
loved fon, in the great trials and temptations which 
be was led through in the wildernefs and among 
men : alfo how he was with the apoftles, and fup- 
ported them when men rofe up againfl them ; and 
through ail their perils by fea and land, and by and 
among falfe brethren. What fhall I fay ? he hath 
ever been a /andtuary and fafe hiding place for the 
r/ghteous in all ages, and remams vo bt fe ftMi \ ^tA 
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as truly and powerfully lo now as even— And as 
my mind was thus led and opened, earneft breath- 
ings were begotten in me, that we of the prefent 
generation, who have known his loving kindnofs, 
may walk worthy of the continuance thereof, and 
never diftruft his care and providence ; afluredly' 
believing, that he who hath been with us in fix 
troubles will not leave us in the feventh, if we firmly 
truft' in, and fteadfaftly follow him. But if we 
(hould draw back, his foul would then have no plea* 
fore in us.— Oh 1 therefore, fiuth my foul, that we 
may be vigilant, knowing that our advcafary the 
devil, like a roaring lion, goes about continually! 
feeking whom he may devour. 

In the 6th month I attended our yearly meeting- 
on Rhode- Ifland. John Hunt and Nicholas Wain 
from Philadelphia, and William Jones and Benja- 
min Sweat from New- Jerfey, attended faid meet* 
ing-^-It held a number of days, the feveral fittings 
thereof being times of divine favour; the fouls of 
iome painful travellers Zion-ward were greatly en- 
couraged and rejoiced in the Lord. Dear John 
Hunt was livingly opened in gofpel love and autho- 
rity, divers times among us in thefe meetings. 

On firft day the iSthof 6th month* a pa|)er was 
fent fix>m our deputy-governor to the Frienils of our 
meeting, requefting that fuch as had final F arms 
would produce them at the court-houfe next day, ill 
order that the guns in the government might be 
known, and an account thereof fent to the conti- 
nental congrefs. After mature con fid ^rat ion, a pa-' 
per was fignedby fuch male meiubcrs of our fociety 
^as lived within the town, in anfwer ^o faid requeft, 
informing that our religious principles and confci-' 
entious perfuafion did not admit of a compliance. 
Tiiis was carried to the deputy-govetnoi^ >n\vo xt^- 
ccfred it kindly, andlfeemed fatisfied, fevvwo^aV^ !- 

F V\^ rA 
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lievcd liberty of c.onfcience was the natural right of 
all mankind. Thus the Lord made way .for us, 
bleiled be his holy name for ever. 

' Much cIoTe exercife of mind I had for a confider* 
able length of time, on account of fome particular 
fcriiples which from time to time revived with 
llireight, and fo preffingly accompanied me, that I 
could not get rid of them. It being a time of war, 
'ind preparations for war between Great-Britain and 
America, and the rulers of America having made a 
paper currency profcffedly for the fpecial purpofe of 
promoting or maintaining faid war ; and it being 
expelled that Friends would be tried by requifitions 
for taxes, principally for the fupport of war ; I was 
greatly exercifed in fpirit, both on the account of tpU* 
iDg and paiTing faid money, and in regard to the pdy*^ 
Ihent of fuch taxes, neither of which felt eafy to 
my mind. I believed a time would coipe when 
chriftians would not fo far contribute to the encou- 
ragement and fupport of war and fightings, as volun^ 
tarily to pay taxes that were mainly, or even jn ooti^ 
fiderable proportion, for defraying the expenfes there- 
of; and it was alfo imprefled upon my mind, that 
if I took and pafled the money that I knew was made 
on purpofe to uphold war, I (hould not bear a tefii« 
mony againft war, that for me, as an individual, 
would be a feithful one, I knew the people's miinU 
vrere in a rage againft fuch as, from any motive 
whatever, faid or acied any thing tending to difcoun- 
tenance the war. I was lenfible that refufing to pay 
the taxes, or to take the currency, would immedi* 
ately be conftrued as a pointed opix)ficion to the 
preftnt war in particular, as even our refufing to 
bear arms w;is, notwithftanding our long and well 
known teftimony s^ainft it. 1 had abundant reafoti 
- to expe£t great cenlurc and fome fufFering in confe- 
> guence of my faithfulnefs, if t (hould ftand faithful 
Vv ^^c/e things^ though I knevi that tsr] fecu^Iet 
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were naconnefted with any party coniiderationf, and 
uninfluenced by any motives but fuch as refpefl the 
propriety of a truly chiiftian conduft in regard to 
war atl^lrge. I had ho deiire to promote the oppo- 
fition to Great- Britain ; neither had I any defire on 
the other hand to promote the meafures or fucce(s of 
Great-Britain. I believed it my buflnefs not to 
meddle with any thing from fuch views ; but to let 
the potfherds of the earth alone in their fmiting one 
aninft another: but I wi(hed to be clear in the fight 
of (jod, and to do all that he might require of me 
towards the more full introdu£kion and coming of 
his peaceable kingdom and government on earth. 
1 found many well concerned brethren, who fecnied 
to have little or nothing of tliefe fcruples ; and fome 
ethere who were like mmded with me herein. Under 
all theie confiderations the times looked fomewhat 
gloomy ; and it fedfons great difcouragement Tpread 
over my mind. But after fome ftrugglings, and a 
length of clofe exercife attended with much inward 
looking to the Lord for direAion and fupport, I 
was enabled to cafl my care upon him, and to rifL 
myfelf and my all in his fervice, come whatever 
might come, or fufler whatever I might fuSer, in 
confequence thereof. I was well aware of many 
arguments and objedions againfl attending to fuch 
(cruples ; and fome feemingly very plaufible ones, 
from feveral paflagesof fcriptnre» efiKcialty refytSt- 
ing taxes ; but I believed I faw them all to arife 
from a want of clear underflanding refpe<3ing the 
true meaning of faid paflfages ; and 1 knew I had no 
worldly interefl, eafe, or honour, to promote, by an 
honefl attention to wliat t believed were the reproofit 
and conviAions of divine inftrudiion. I well knew, 
not onlv by reading, but experimentally, that • He 
* that doubteth is diamned (condemnedj if he eat ;' 
and that what is contrary to faith and cdnvi&loa U 
tn ; therefore I chofc rather to (uffei \tv ^vi^oxN^ 

F a ^-Kcw 
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than incur the difpleafure of him from whom com- 
cth all my confoUition and bleffings. 

' In the 9th month this year 1776, in company 
with my dear friend Mofes rarnum, I vifitcd Friend 
at Richmond, in New<Hainp{hire govornment, a 
branch of our Monthly Meeting. We were twice 
at their n)eeting. and vifited I believe ail their fami- 
lies. ' It was an exercifm^ time to me ; and I was 
almoft wholly filent l>oth m meetings and families ; 
and even much reftrained from converfation. Yet 
1 had a hope that all was working together for my 
good ; and I endured my trials wit n a degree of pati* 
ence, though I often groaned inwardly for deliver* 
ance, however the Lord brought methrQUghpU^ 
ind gave me to rejoice in his falvation, 

Fift^ of ICth GGntb. KavHig for nearly a year 
Reclined caking the p?per currency, agreeably to the 
fecret perfuafion wUcb I had of my duty tb^eijD» at 
before mentioned : I have now the latisfa£Uon of 
comparing the different rewards of obedience and 
dirpbedience i for though, fro;xx the very firfl circu- 
iujtion of faid money, 1 felt uneafy in taking it ; yet 
if^T$ and reafonings of one kind or another prevailed 
on me to take it for a feafon ; and then it became 
harder to refufe it than it would probably have been 
at £rft: but growing more uneafy and diflrefled 
about It, at length I refufed it altogether, fince 
sirbich I have felt great peace and (atisfaSien of mind 
i^erein ; which has in a very confirming manner 
been incrcafing from time to time, the longer I have 
refufed it : and although I get almoft no money of 
any kind, little other being in circulation, yet I had 
much rather live and depend on Divine Providence, 
(or a daily fupply,. than to increafe in the mammon 
of this worlds goods, by any wavs or means incon- 
fifieat with the holy will of my neavenly Father-r- 
^md. the prayer of my ibul to nim is, that I and all 

his 
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hil children may "be prefi^ved faitliiful to him'ih 9(1 
his requirings, and out of that love* of thir^ here 
below which alienates from the true love of ani 
communion with him. ^' < 

In the I ttfa month thit'3^r I vifited, in compa- 
ny with a Friend of oar monthly meeting, the 
meetings and many of the families^ of Friends T}fi 
Rhode- ifland« and had much fatisfa£tibn therein '; 
for though I had hard work in fome families, and 
pafled through fome ciofe exercifes, yet the Lord 
was with me and bore me up through all, opening 
my way in the fpring of divine life, and fiirnifhim 
with (uitable matter for communication, to the 
relief and confelation of my own mind, and I ho^e 
to the benefit and comfort of others. And it was 
remarkable to me, that in a very (hprt time, indeed 
not manv days after I had thus difcharged my duty, 
and paid this legacy of love to my dear friends oh 
this ifland, the kind's troops tookpofieffion there- 
of, whereby the communication was greatly ob^ 
ftru&ed for a confiderable length of time between 
Friends there and the main, uiat, had I not given 
up to perform this fmall fervice juft as I did, and 
when the weight of it was livingly upon me, it hi . 
probable I might never have done it at all, or not 
to much iattsfadion. — A fenfe of the Lord's good- 
neft in enabling me to go in the right time, and to 
find relief and 7atisfa£lion in the vifit, bowed my 
mind and raifed defires therein, that I might ever 
live like one who knows himfelf to be but a pilgrim 
on the earth, and that God alone can fuftain him. 
Amen. 

Fh^l day, 8th of twelfth month. Divers Friends 
of our meeting at Providence became exercifed in-' 
regard to a commotion that was prevailing '-ainong; 
the inhabitants. It was faid, znd 1 fuppofe was 
true, that a Britiih fleet with troo^ V\^&>at^t^SMdN' 

F3 
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^ ^ from Rhotfe-Ifland; and k vnsfiippoiU 
tbev were aiming to ocmhc into New-Port harboar, 
9nd probably up the river to this town. . This greaf- 
ly furprifed many of the inhabitants.f— Many moved 
their goods, and fome their femiliesout of town, 
{D great hafle Md precipitancy. The town feeined 
Jn an uproar ; carts rattling, and teanas driving all 
.oigbt ; and, among others, a few Friends in this 
fodden confternatioa were induced to move fome eif . 
their efib^ ^fo, and a {mall matter was done at 
niof ing their families : and this being, in the view 
of ibme concerned Friends, a weighty, ferions nut- 
ter, a conference was held after the afternoon moot* 
|ng upon the oocafioft, fome Friends of other meet* 
inga silfo being prefenti and though nothing cenfe^ 
rious or uncharitable appeared in any refpeSin^.tha 
condud^ of any, yet it was adviiisd that Friends 
ihonld be very careful to aA in moderation, and not 
la the hurry» boC wait for cleameis, and for ability 
to ad becoming our holy profeffion. Next day 
this advice was further inculcated by the meeting 
for fvfierings which fat in town, and which, after 
folid conftkration, advifed that Friends keep ftill 
jUid quiet, and do no more, unleis, upon deep and 
folid coniideration, the way fliould be clearly feen 
for any one to move. It was alfo thought adviiablc 
for Frietids in all things to condnft fo as not to 
iocreafe the coitimotion and intimidation whidi waa 
already too prevalent among die people. This ad«^ 
vice was very fjvoury to fome of our minds, whole 
CXercife wa^ great on this occafion ; and whofe tra- 
vail of foul was, that Friends might be preferved in 
the ftability of the unchangeable truth. 

• 
Fifth day, Xathof 12th month. My mind was 
iWprdBed fo deeply with a lively fenfe of the ex- 
cellency and neceffity of true chriftian charity, that 
/JM to fpeak of it in our meetm^ \u\he conftraia- 
Mog^ of tiic Fzthu't loive, bbo\ixkw|^ V> ^nccma^^ 
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fWendii to cuJttfatc this exeeUent vime, liv dieir 
own miiKls and in each ofher. 

Firft day, 5th of ill month 1777.— For the wane 
^ clofe attention to the word of divine life in niy 
own foul, I made a blunder in my pufaiick tefti- 
niony» which greatly humbled me, and maide me 
very careful and watchful afterwards. O ! ' it is 
mod CO truft in the Lord with all our hearts, not 
fesning to oul* own underftandings. It was re- 
lying too much on my own underltanding and me- 
mory which brought this great anxiety upon me. 
AbA I record it for future caution, mean- while be- 
feechi^ God Almighty to prefervcf me, and all his 
true gojpel mintfters in the right line of fafety and 
dirint qualification, which is m and wirh the open- 
ing of the Spirit, and with the underftanding alfo. 

Fifth day, 3d of 4th month. After a few words 
which I became concerned to exprefs in our week- 
day meeting, my nrind was fo clothed with the fpirit 
of prayer and fupplication, that I was prevailed 
vpon to kneel down and publickly addrefs the throne 
of grace. This was the firft time 1 ever appeared 
in vocal publick fupplication; and it was truly 
much in the crofs, as alfo in great fear and rever- 
ence. It was indeed to me an awful thing publick- 
ly to call on the name of the Lord, and I have 
bleen many times forely grieved at the light, eafy 
and unfeeling manner in which many do it. A 
few weeks after this, to wit, the 25th of the 4th 
month, in writing a little piece on a fpecial occafion, 
after particularly and aile£kipt\ately mentioning the 
tender feelings and emotions of my heart towards 
feveral particular friends and acquaintance8,my foul 
feemed ov^erwhelmed with love and almoft .unut- 
terable goocl-wifl to the people of the Lord^ wherc- 
ever kattercd,the world over \ \x\ t\ve it^^'%Qvm^ 
^/eri/aived nearly as fo\tevr%^, *%«X ^iww^ 
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all, O Sioo» thou city of the iiyiog GcxI ! miM 
{hall I fay to thee! all that is alive within me^, ia 
moved at thy being now brought into my remem- 
brance { how ihali I exprefs the overflowings.of 
that love I now feel for thee ; or that ardently 
travailing exercife, which in the rolling of tender 
bowels engages my (bul for thy everlafting wel- 
£ire! May the Lord of hods encamp toxxnd aboqt 
thee, as a wall of fire for thy defence. Mayeft 
thou know an abiding in thy tents, O Ifrael! 
Liet not the earth, nor all its enchantments, en^ 
tice thee from the crofs, O Ifrael ! the Lq^-d alone 
can keep thee, and he only is worthy of thy 
clofeft attention. Keep near, keep near, O cho- 
fen generation ; keep near thy divine teacher, who ' 
is gracioufly vouchfafing to teach thee himfelf ! 
Dwell deep, O ye travailing fouls, give not back ; 
go on with him that hath called you, although it 
maybe through fire' and water; through frowns 
and reproaches : the everlafting Arm wiU be un^ 
derneath to fupport you, as you make God your 
refuge, and continue figiithful in the glorious work 
of reformation which he is fitting fome of you 
for. My life in tendernefs runs out towards Jr6ii : 
ye are as bone of mv bone, and fleih of my flefh. 
Oh I may the Lord prote£t and preferve you**— 
may the olei&ngs of the everlafting hills reft upon 
you ; and efpecially upon fuch of you as have 
been as it were feparated from your brethren, 
and devoted to the great work of the Lord in the 
earth ; and be ye afiured, if ye hold faft the be^ 
ginning of your confidence and engagement fl«ad^ 
raftly to the end, no weapon formed againft yon 
(hall ever profper ; the tongue that rifeth in judg- 
ment againft you ftiall be condemned, and even 
though Gog and Magog wage war and qppofe you, 
the Lamb and his followers fhall have the vie- 
' ta/y. '-^And as I have good groxinds to believe this 
"w ivn'etea ' in the gcx)d-will oi \uta viVift ^niAv 
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* 10 the bufli,' I feel eaiy to trantcribe it teie, and 
give it a place in thefe roemoirs. 

Having fome time before this difmifled my ichocd 
at Provictence, i opened one at Smithfield^ on the 
latbof the 4th month I778> under the care, infpeo- 
lion and direi^ion of a folid committee, appointed 
by the monthly meeting for that purpofe. Soon after 
this, I took feveral colds one after another, until aC 
length, on the 26th of the ad month, leaving oar 
naonthly meeting, being quite unable to fit through 
it, I went to my lider's, where I was confined feveral 
weeks, brought very low, and at times ready to 
doubt my recovery. Indeed many of my 6'iends 
and relations pretty much gave over expe€Ung it. I 
wafi, after a feafon of deep exercife and probation; 
enabled to refign up life and all into the hands of 
him who made me, and to ' fay ki finceritVi thy 
will be done in life or death* And as I lay one 
lught in great <liftre(s of body, and deep tboii^ht*> 
fiuneis of mind, I was drawn into an awful vjovr 



of death, eternity, and eternal judgment, in a 
«er that I never bad been before; but fSsdiug mr 
flixul perfeAly refigned to departithis life, and launcn 
into an endlefs eternity, if fo the Lord my God 
(boold pleafe to order it ; and finding all pain of body 
and anxiety of mind removed, I Jay ftill fome time, 
thinking probably I m^ht ere lon^ be releafed firom 
aU the pangs ana toils of time, mto the eiorions 
Kcjoicings of eternal life. But after a conuderable 
length of time had pafled in inward and profound 
ftillneb and adoration, large fields of labour werp 
opened, and I.faw that 1 mud travel from place to 
place in this and diftant lands, in the Lord's oom« 
mifl&onand fervice. From this time I never en- 
tertained a doubt of my recovery, although I had 
afterwards a return or two of the diforder more fo» 
vere than befon?: for thefe opening v«et^ vti^« 
fseib crikacQ of diVioe life, which n^evct deom^^L 
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me. A flow of divine favour, in the flieddingt 
abroad of the love of God in my heart, remained 
frefh and living with me through moft of the re* 
maining time of my iitnefs. After a few days I 
began to recover, and pretty foon got a little about 
again, and before a great while attained my ufoal 
frate of health : may thankfgiving, and glory, and 
honour,be ever afcribed by my foul to him who has 
been with me in ficknefs and in health, fupporting 
and preferving roe in both, and enabling me to re-* 
fim to his divine difpofal. May I ever live anfwera- 
bk to fiich regard of the Higheft to me a poor worm^ 
of the duft. My foul has been bowed, felf has 
been abafed ; and through deep proftraiion I have 
been made to joy in the Lord, and rejoice in the 
falvatbn of my God and Saviour. 

About the' latter end of the 6th month this year/ 
an bid acquaintance of mine, being now colledbnr 
of 'rates, came and demanded one of me. I afked 
him what it was for? He faid, to fink the paper 
money. I told him, as that money was made ex* 
preffly for the purpofe of carrying on war, I had 
refufed to take, it ; and for the fame reafon could 
not pav a tax to fink it, believing it my duty to 
bear teiiimony againft war and fighting. I inform- 
^.him that tor divers years paft, even divers years 
before the war began, and when I had no expec^ 
tation of ever being tried in this way, it had been 
a fettled belief with me that it was not right to pay 
fucb taxes'; at leaft not right for me, nor, in my 
apprehenfion, right in itfelf ; though many fincere 
Ivethren may not at prefent fee its repugnancy to 
the pure and peaceable fpirit of the gofpd. I let 
him know I did not wi(h to put him to any troubiei 
but would be glad to pay it if I could confiftent* 
It with my perfuafion. He appeared moderate, 
taaaghtful, atid rather tender \ and after a time of 
Aflr smd pretty full converiation xl^^oiv xV« ti\i5p&^ 

^«tkX 
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went away In a pleafant difpofition'of mibd, I being 
truly glad ^o fee him fo. Divers fudi deman£ 
were made of me in thofe troublefome dmes for 
divers years ; I ever found it beft to be ver^ calm 
and candid ; and to open, as I was from time to 
time enabled, the genuine grounds of my refufal ; 
and that if poffible, fo as to reach the underftand^ 
ings of thofe who made the demand. 

The Lord, who is ever attentive to the gpoi of 
fault and the exaltation of his kingdom, is on hfs 
way^ and truth will more fully break forth ; righ- 
teoufhefs will come into dominion ; the mountaini 
of the Lord's houfe will furely be eibblifhed above 
ail the other mountains ; but many of the called^: 
through want of faithful attention to the call, may 
never become the chofen, and fo never come forth 
valiantly in the tefiimony, nor (land immovable, 
nor triumph vi£torioufly, in the Lamb*s warfare. 

. I think I have feen in the light, that too many 
that Iiave come forth in a degree of true heavenly 
beauty, and through the furnace, being ip fome 
d^ree refined, have afterwards loved this prefenc 
world, delighted in its fricndfhip, rejoiced in earthly 
accumulations, and let go their hold on heavenly 
good. Alas, for thefe ! if they were but asdillgent, 
watchful, and folicitous for oion*s welfare, and to 
lay up treafures in heaven, as they are to gather 
fomethinff on earth, they would be fure to grow 
rich in faich and go^ works, and become heirs of 
the heavenly kingdom. Thefe can never, fo long. 
as their rejoicings are fo much in earth's enchanting 
purfuits and acquifitiohs, rightly bear truth's holy 
teftimony, or lift up its (landard to the nationso 
Nay, nay : this ftate prepares them at leaft to bear; 
a fuperficial lifelefs teftimony ; but very commonly 
to reafon, ^tgue, and difpute, and thattoo^ ^\hK;H 
chink ve// 1V&/7, againft the rilia^; (^t5;^dAV\^.^^xyi. 
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increkib of ttid teftmioay and goveramest of the 
prince of peate. If diere is not a diligent waiting 
ac wiidom's eare and in the valley of humiliaciotf, 
in the true faith and patience of the faints, the fenie 
of divine things is fffadaaUy leflen6d and loft ; and 
inftead thereof, a Kind of nsaibning takes place, 
wherein th^sdivii^ life and its ble^d teftimonyif 
ftifled and rejeded*; and thofe who fland faitnfal 
therein are cenfured and condemned. And, O thou 
exet^ciied'triifaititfg'feul, whoever thou art, hold •on 
diy way ; hold f3l thine integrity ; be not difcoa- 
raged at the lukewarmnefs or want of true judgmetit 
and difoerning in others ; but be thou valiant for 
die caufe of truth in thy day ; and then notwiti^ 
flariding all the oppofition thou mayeft meet witlw 
^thin or without, the Lord will be thy fhepherdl 
die holy One of Ifrael will watch overy proted, aiiq 
defend thee ; and as thou leaneft wholly to the arm 
of his help, and trufteft fteadfaftly in his divine light 
for thy leader, he will furely uphold and fuftain 
thee through ail thy combats and fiery trials in thi^. 
militant flate ; and when thy fisiithful warfare h^fc| 
below is fully accompliihed, he will receive thee 
into his glorious church triumphant, there for ever 
to join the (bouts and hallelujahs of faints and* abgels, 
in a glorious and unfpeakable participation and tui- 
tion of perfect bleflednefk. 

8th month, 4th. I have now freedom to commit 
to writing a little of what I have thought of the 
cuftom among many Friends of calling one another 

friend^ inftead of calling them by their proper given 
names, which I think deferves ferious confideration, 
why this way of fpeaking, to thofe whofe names we 
are acquainted with, is continued in. Is it not to 
ihun the crofs r* or becaufe calling perfond by their 
names John, James, Peter, Paul, &c. founds too 

unmodittii eras fome may think, di(refpe(ftful^' Is 
ibennodungof ti\e ipiritt>fth^ vfot\&\ti\^\i^^<Sv- 
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i6g from drift plainncfs and fimpKcity ? If I am 
not miftakcn, we (hall, whenever we arriyfe to the 
bldOTed eftate the apoftle mentions, of * havWw^ry 

* thought brought into captivity to the obedience of 

* Chrift/* be willing to deny ourfelves and^ke up 
the crofs, even in things that appear to be foolilh- 
nefs itfelf to this worl<Ps wifdom, for it is in fuch 
things that God in his wifdom is often pleafed to 
exercife and prove the integrity of his children > in 
order to confirm and eftablifh their humiliation and 
fubjeftion of will to him and his holy law. ' Here 
pride has no free fcope ; the fpirit and friendfhip of 
the wtorld is carefully renounced ; and' the crofs in 
all its necefiary operations fubmitted to and embra- 
ced. A plain decent drefs, a plain boufe, furniture^ * 
and fare» in all things, will become the humble fol- 
lowers of a meek and humble Saviour : plairineis 
and. fimplicity of language will bed adorn a Ve^I 
chriftian. 

In thefe days I often renewed covenant with my 
God— fat much alone— kept filence— and bore, his 
yoke and rod upon me. Many days I (pent nearly, 
if not quite, without condemnation ; and I belieye 
without fin ; though many others were fo fpent,"as 
to caufe more or le!s of anxiety and wo : but I even 
found the miniftration of condemnation W2is truly 

S*orious, becaufe it prepared my mind for, and led to, 
emore glorious miniftration of juftification. , Fer- 
vent was the engagement of my mind ; and often 
my peace flowed like a river, and Siori's welfare 
fwallowed up almoft ail other corilideratiohs and 
concerns. Much travail did I often feel Tor the 
piefervation and growth of the Lord's vlfited chil- 
dren, I mean thofe who had become livingly fenfi,- 
ble of the operations of his divine i>ower upon their 
fpirits— and to fome of thefe 1 wrote once in a wliil^ 
an encouragjjjjgr or perfuafive letter, ^ coxv?A^\ic\^ 

G i\\x«&^^ 

* 2 Cor. X. $• 
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number of thefe I have by me, but, to avoid fweU 
ling thefe memoirs, I omit them here, as alfo a 

rqpt part oC the minutes and memorandums which 
inade of my exercifes, watchings, iVrivings, and 
trials in thofe days,— In the time of waiting on the 
Lord in filent retirement alone, which was moftly 
my daily prad^ice, it fometimes pleafed him to vail 
his holy prefencc from me, in order to prove my 
j^atience and fteadfaft reliance upon him ; and fome- 
times to command a folemn awful filence in me, 
wherein he often ftood revealed in majeftic all-fuffi- 
dency before me, in a manner which I have no 
words to convey a clear idea of to any who have 
not experienced the fame in themfelves. But I am 
aflured that all, who rightly wait upon him in their 
own minds, will find him a God nigh at hand, and 
gracioufly difpofed to repleniih and fatisfy the hun- 
gry foul. I do not believe 9 man can go afide, and 
ut down alone, to make the experiment, merely to 
fee what the confequence of fitting in filence will be, 
without a real hunger apd heart-felt travail ; and 
therein be favoured with the^ flowings of the holy 
oil. But none ever wait rightly and ^perfeveringly 
upon God in vain. The incomes of his love afFord 
more true Joy, than all earth's richcft enjoyments. 

♦ A feaft of fat things, of wines on the lees well re- 

* fined,*t is the comfortable portion of his chofen. 

In thefe awful approaches I beheld at times with 
clearnefs the kind hand of the Loid in leading me 
through many deep probations. I viewed his over- 
turning influence among men, in thefe outwardly 
troublefome times ; and now and then my profpcfb 
were livingly extended in great good-will, and roil- 
ing of bowels, tibwards the church in general, and 
fome places in particular, with a living evidence 
fealed on my heart, that, if I abode faithful, I mud 

devote 
t Ifai. a J. 6, 
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devote confiderable time in the fervice of the gofpel 
in my day and generation. My foul, under the 
animating influence of thefe openings and profpe3s, 
at feafons, bowed in reverent proftration before 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
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CHAP. IV. 

On taxes for war, Vijit to fome families in Dart' 
mouthy and to Afofes Farnum in his laji ficknefs. 
His marriage, yijit on Rhode-Ifland. Concern-- 
ing fpirituous liquors. On procuring this world^s 
goods, Thankfgivingy a Poem, Family vijit in 
his own monthly meeting, 

AT our yearly meeting this year, 1779, the 
fubje£t of r riends paying taxes for war came 
under folid-confideration. Friends were unani* 
mouSy that the teftimony of truth, and of our fo- 
ciety, was clearly againft our paying fuch taxes as 
were wholly for war; and many folid Friends 
manifefted a lively teftimony againft the payment 
of thofe in the mixture ; which teftimony appear* 
ed evidently to me to be on fubftantial grounds, 
arifing and fpreading in the authority of truth. It 
was a time of refreSiment to an exercifed number, 
whofe fpirits I truft were feelingly relieved, in a 
joyful jfenfe of the light which then fprung up 
among us. On the whole, I am renewedly con- 
firmed, that however the burden-bearers of the 
prefent generation among us may hold on their 
way, or fall fhort and give back, the Lord will 
raite up a band of faithful followers, who, prefer- 
ing Jerufalem's welfare to their chiefeft joy, will 
prefs through the crowd of reafonings, and follow 
the Lamb whitherfoever he leadeth them. 

In thofe days I pafted through many trials and 
exercifes, unknown except to God and my own 
foul ; bpt he knew my heart, and all my tribula- 
tions, and how to carrV' me through tjiem ; and 
blefled be his holy nanj^e f he fupported and bore up 
my drooping mind through every probation and 
befetnient. At times I clearly faw he was re- 
jBning me in the furnace of affliction : then why 

Ihould 
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fhould I murmur or repirrc ? Or why doft thou 
murmur, Oh ! affli£led foul, whoever thou art ? 
for unlefs thou endure chaflifement of the Lord, 
thou art a baftard and not a fon. By his fatherly 
chaftifements he brings into the obedience and filial 
attachment of fons— he enables to fing of mercy 
and of judgment ; and confirms his children in a 
fteadfaft reliance upon himfelf, through every ftorm 
and tempeft. O ! blefs his holy name for ever— • 
exalt and praife him, even for the turning of his 
hand in probation ; for the exercife of his rod in 
chaftifement. It is all for good, and will furely 
work good to alt who rightly abide the trial. In- 
deed every trial ought to be received with thankful- 
nefs, as intended and working for our good. And 
feeing affli£tionsare oft the moft fubdantial bl^ffings 
to a true chriftian traveller, let us in true refigna- 
tion of heart, under each painful ftroke, afcribe 
goodnefs to our God, and, in the pathetic hmguage 
of Young, render him the tribute of thankigtving, 
and fay, 

* For all I blefs thee, moft for the fevered 

In the twelfth month this year, in company with 
my dear friend Elifha Thornton, I vifited fcveral-. 
families of Friends at Dartmouth. It was a tifne 
of great trial: I was fhut up in filence, pain, and 
poverty of fpirit, in divers families. I felt like ^ 
wanderer through a tracklefs defert ; yet, not being 
eafy to quit the fervice, I went on, but dill for 
fome time found no relief, more than a confciouf- 
nefs of integrity to my God ; but, magnified be 
his name for ever, in depth of diftrefs he heard my 
cry, and arofe with healing in his wings ; and was 
gracioufly pleafed to command deliverance. My 
tongue again was loofed ; and, with tendernefs and 
contrition, I declared of his dealings; wkb grati- 
,tude, I fang of his falvation. He clothed me with 
Ae fpirit of fupplication : I drevi tvfc?^ \vYa\ ntv^, 

G J X^XkfcHi^ 
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renewed confidence, and, after feveral feafons of 
relieving communication, returned home, faying 
in my heart, * it is Enough.' 

The 31ft of the 3d month 1780. I went to fee 

my much beloved friend Mofes Farnum, at Ux* 

bndge, in his iaft ficknefs. His diforder was para- 

lytick. He could not fpeak fo as to communicate 

much of his mind by words ; but the lively fenfi- 

bility of his mind, and the tenderne(s and broken- 

ne6 of his fpirit, were refrefhing to my foul. Divers 

Friends were prefent, and nearly ail were melted 

into tears and heart-fdt tendemefs. He was juft 

able to make us fenfible of his great peace^of mind 

in his late religious travels ; and that the feal and 

evidence of divine approbation . therein was now 

imprefied on his mind. Light and life appeared to 

triumph over all in him. He feemed refigned to 

every trial ; he alfo manifefted great gladnefs that 

in health he had fettled and difpofed of his outward 

affairs to {atisfa£):ion. On the nth of the 5th 

month he was decently buried, having gradually 

declined, until death removed him from works to 

rewards., I truft he now enjoys a manfioh of un- 

diflurbed repofe in the paradife of God. He was in 

the latter part of his life a pillar in the Lord's houfe': 

a faithful watchman on the wa^lls of Sion. And 

his memory is precious. 

On the ift.day of the 7th month this year, 1780, 
at our meeting in Providence, I was married to 
Eunice Anthony, daughter of Daniel and' Mary 
Anthony.— The following I wrote her juft after 
my firft addreffes to her on account of marriage, 
viz. 

fJorth-Providence^ z%d of ifi months 1 7 80, 
Afo/l affeiiionatelj belovedy 

^ After readini^ over feveral rticraoi^iv3NLtft&ol ^^ 
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ezerclfes my poor foul has pafled through in my 
pilgrimage through this vale of tears, my heart 
ulutes thee in a frefti fpring of that^love which I 
feel increafing, and hope may never wax cold to- 
wards thee. And having felt thee abundantly near 
this evening, I am free to write what revives, 
for thy perufal, hoping it may be ufeful towards 
our rightly ftepping along through time together. 
And firft, dearly beloved, let me tell thee, that 
however (hort I may be of ftri£l adherence to the 
Light of Life, yet it is my crown, my chiefeft 
joy to feel the holy, harmonious influences and in- 
ihinings of the love of Jefus my Saviour upon my^ 
foul ; and I feel that without this I muft be mifer* 
able indeed. I alfo believe that the true enjoyment 
of the marriage-union confifts eminently in both 
being engaged to draw near to the Lord, and a£t iii 
his counfel ; which I not only wifli, but in a good 
degree expe£l may be our happy cafe. If it ihould, 
though we have as it were a dry morfel to partake 
of as to the things of this life, yet we may joy in 
the Lord, and rejoice in the God of our falvation. 
Thou knoweft I have no great things to invite thee 
to. — If we are joined together (the which I truft 
we already meafurably are) we muft not expe£k 
^the paths of affluence ; no no. 

* This day be bread and peace our lot, 

* All elfe beneath the fun, 

* Thou know'ft if beft beftowed or not, 
, 'And let thy will be done.' 

This, my dear, our minds muft come to, if we in- 
tend to be happy ; yet this I know, that one who 
cannot lie, has promifed to add all things neceffary 
to thofe who feck firft the kingdom of heaven, and 
in this I confide. Let us therefore unite iv\ feaViev^* 
Ah heavenly kingdom^ and that uwVv^ ^\^^>Kfc*^ 
And may we, the remainder of o\xt VvN^.'^^^^'WiWci 
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prefs after rcfignation to the Lord's will ; and, above 
all things, ftrive to pleafe him who only cangive 

face ill whatever circumftances we may be, Tnen 
truft the guardian angel of his holy prefence 
will encamp around, and his ever lading arms be 
underneath to fupport us. Farewell, my dear, 
farewell fays thy fure friend 

• Job Scott/ 

While I was from home at our quarterly meet- 
ing in the 7th month, I wrote as follows: * Lord, 
when 1 contemplate on thy wonderful condislcen* 
fion to me a poor worm of the duft; when I re- 
member thy early and repeated calls and vifitations ; 
and how thou pluckedft my feet out of the mire, 
and led me into the green paftures of life, filling 
my heart with joy and gladnefs after condemnation 
for evil, and chaftifement therefor ; my (bul bows 
in reverence before thee ; gratitude afieAs my heart. - 
But alas! when I take a view of my fteppings 
along fmce thofe times ; my want of conftant ftay- 
cdneTs in covenant with thee ; the weaknefs of my 
refolutions, and my manifold infirmities ; mourn- 
ing and lamentation fills my heart ; fonow and 
diitrefs furround me. Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him ? and the fon of man, that 
thou vifitcft him? Were it not for thy mercies! 
muft often have been rejected ; were it not for thy 
tender compaffions, I muft have been fhut up in 
darknels and perplexity. But, bleffed be thy holy 
name, through judgment and correction thou haft, 
from time to time, reduced me to that tendernefs 
wherein the flowings of thy love are felt to be 
precious.* 

In the 1 2th month this year, our monthly meet- 
wg catered my name as one of a comva\U^<i to vifit 
Amilies^ My circumftances iuV\fe*?krv3L^^\QS.^&.\ 
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had of vifiting families on Rhode-Iflandt brought 
fome difcouragement over my mind about this new 
appointment ; but wiftiing well to the fervice at 
home, and trufting in theXrordy I gave up to it; 
and, paiEng on irom time to time; I had fome 
clofe exercife, and fome feafons of folid fatisfadlion. 

In the I ft month 1781, I went to Rhode-Iiland, 
and having fuitable company, vifited about forty-fix 
families, and attended feveral meetings among friends 
there. In the courfe of this vifit, I pafled through 
a time of painful ftripping for a fhort feafbn, yet 
it was a time of great opennefs and divine favour 
through almoft all the meetings and fittings. IS^y 
mind was low, humble, and dependant, almoft coq- 
ftantly looking for the way to fliut up, as had been 
my experience at fome other times: but now it 
pieafed the ftiepherd of Ifrael to fit and qualify for 
fervice. The holy anointing oil fibwed livingly 
among us. Truth'i Teftimony was again and 
asain exalted ; the Lord's name and goodnefs mag- 
nified and praifed, and the hearts of the true wor- 
flappers rejoiced ; and the carelefs fons and daugh- 
ters of Sion were admonifhed and vrzmtd, I re- 
turned home with thankful acknowledgments to 
the author of all confolation for this blefled feafon 
of heavenly enlargement and holy confirmation ; { 
was greatly reliev»l from the exercife that had for 
a confiderable time been imprefied upon my fpirit, 
conftraining me into this little field of fervice. 

A concern having been growing among Friends 
for fome time paft to difcourage the frequent and 
unneceflary ufe of fpirituous liquors; and alfo to 
diftuade all our members from dealing in them ; 
fome labour was beftowed with fuch as dealt in 
them as an article of trade : they appeared well diC- 
pofed; and the profpedt was ervcowt^^^w^, ^-^ 
Friends would pretty foon clear tVk^i Vv^tv^a ol ^^ 
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l^ind of*commerce And the ufe of fuch liquors 
is much laid afide among Friends in New- England. 
It was once thought very difficult to do fome kinds 
of bufinefs without them ; but now it is found by 
experience that bufinefc is better done, and health, 
ftrength, and harmony, better promoted without 
them. 

31ft of 3d month 1781. I have for years felt 
ftrong defires to be wholly redeemed from the im- 
proper purfuit of worldly enjoyments, and even 
from all defires of wealth beyona what my heaven- 
ly Father knoweth I have need of; as aMo from all 
tife of things, the procuring of which would re- 
quire more of my time than would be confiftent 
with my religious duty ; or which would caufe me, 
or any under me, to labour beyond the true mc* 
dium ; or beyond the degree which beft promotes 
health of body and tranquillity of mind. I have 
mourned to fee the true ftandard fo lamentably de- 
parted from in thefe refpe£ts, among all focieties 
of profefling chriftians. Multitudes arc miferaWy 
toiling and drudging, fix)m day to day, and from 
year to year, fcarce allowing themfelves time to 
aflemble for divine worfhip, nor fcarce time to reft 
and refrefli their bodies. And many, when they 
do get to their religious meetings, are too often fo 
cxhaufted by immoderate fatigue, that they arc fit- 
ter for fleep "than divine wormip. I am fully fatis- 
fied, if men would keep to that holy principle 
which bounds the defires, and gives content in a 
moderate way of living, they would enjoy more fo- 
Jid peace and happinefs than is often experienced in 
the ap*artments of affluence, or in the walks of 
magnificence. What is all the glitter and (hew of 
high life in'comparifon of, 
' What nothing earthly gives, nor can deftroy, 
' The foul's calm funfhine, aui lV\tVit;«x-^A\. Vyj . 
' True virtue's prixc.' ^ , 
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Thoufands are anxioufly aiming to keep up an 
appearance which, though far behind many, is yet 
above their real ability tofupport, without injury to 
their circumftances ; indeed a little draining beyond 
our circumftances may embarrafs us through life, 
keep us upon the toil, and difcompofe our minds, or 
at leaft abforb our attention, fo as to embitter our 
lives, or prevent that true quiet, wherein we might 
dwell fo inward and refigned as to acquaint our/elves 
with Gody and be at peace. Moreover, it is too 
commonly the cafe, that even religious people, that 
is, fuch as have been really fo for a feafon, when 
they give way to this dangerous defire of wealth, 
or of living too much as they fee others live, that 
they gradually lofe ground, until, in their planning 
and contriving, they ^^ex more or lefs in a way of 
over-reaching, or at leaft of crowding too hard upon 
thofe they deai with, bearing them down in their 
prices, or in fome degree extorting too great a price 
for things fold them. There are many ways to op- 
prefs a little, take fmall advantages, and exercife 
feme degree of extortion. And when the mind be- 
comes habituated and gradually reconciled'^to a lefs 
degree, the way is too often* paved to a greater degree, 
until many things will go down pretty tafily, which 
would have fat very uneafy upon the mind in days 
of greater tendernefs, and more confcicntious exa^- 
ne« and holy fear. I doubt not many have feen 
and deplored thefe things in their early progrefs, 
thought they would not for all earth's glory be over- 
taken in them, and yet, letting out their deftres 
after more than is meet for them, have Aid gradually 
into the fame error. I have feen the progrefs of 
this fpirit with forrow, and mourned over fome who 
have been grievoufly entangled and enfnared in it.-— 
Oh ! thou traveller Sion-ward, flee, flee for thy 
life, from all thefe allurenvents ; take God for thy 
portion, and his holy fpirit for thy law 2kWi Vvcs\\\a5Cv- 
ojj. Be content with what is couNtXuewX fe\ ^^^\ 
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there is more true joy therein/ than in all the accu« 
mutatiom of avarice; I believe it will be ffood for 
me, and ill that would live godly in Chrift Jefus, 
often to examine impartially, Do I exerciil^^o 
degrees of extortion ? am I redeemed from the Idfic 
and friehdfhip of the world ? do I not give way to^ 
defires of living above what truth, or my circumftan- ' 
ces allow of? ami not in the ufeof fon^e things 
which are not neceflary ? If thou haft this belief, 
fee to it, aild endeavour to deny thyf(?lf, and be fatis- 
fied with fuch things, and fupplies of them, as thy 
heavenly Father knoweth thou haft need of. 

At our quarterly meeting in the feventh month, 
a committee was appointed to viiit the feveral 
monthly meetings, and labour, as ability might be 
given, for a reformation. — Some endeavours were 
ufed to difluade Friends from that ufe of things 
which promote not the true harmony of mankind, 
nor do any eflential good to thofe who ufe them." 
This ought to be a ferious conftderation with all« 
chriftians, « they that are Chrift's have crucified tbe 
* flefli, with the affedtions and lufts.*t — What thea 
have they to do with care, toil, and anxiety, to pro- 
cure things needlefs : with pride, vanity, and indul- 
gence, in the ufe of them ? — All the ufe of this 
world's goods, is but to provide for our outward 
comfort through this paffage, or life, and yet how 
many make themfelves flaves, or at leaft greatly 
leflen or prevent their own comfort in life, by giv- 
ing way to the influence, of improper defires, and 
imaginary wants. 

iith of I2th month 1781. O! that I may be 

preferved prefllng forward with full purpofe of heart 

towards a ftate of perfe<JJ freedom from fin. 1 know 

.tvelJ thai no one fin caft be mortified and overobme* 

put through divine affiftance ; Wl^ cwtwnly as Ac 

t Gal. V, av 
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power of God upon us can, or ever does, eqable us 
to overcome any one evil; fo certainly, it it able to 
affift us .to the complete overcoming of alii and we 
may rely upon it he will redeem us n-om alUniquity, 
unlefs the ftubbomnefs of our wills prevent. If 
Jeriifalem's children had given up thoir own w/7/r, 
Chrift would have gathered: them« According to 
his own tellimony he would ; but they would not. 
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4th month itndy 1782. 
QyiETmess, ai a canopy^ cdversmjmnd. ' 

Great God thy name be bleft, 

Thy goodnefs be adorM, .;. 
My foul has been diflrrefsM,"' • 

But thou haft peace reftorM. 



< • 






A thankful heart I feel. 

In peace my mind is ftaid; ' ' 
Balfamic ointments heal, ^ 

The wounds by'foiTOw made. 

Though elements contend, 
Though wind and waters ragei' 

Tvc an unfhaken Friend, 
Who doth my grief afluage. 

Though ftorms without arife, 
Emblems of thofe within, 
On Ghrift my foul relief, 
- ■ The- ftcrifice/rir fin. • ^« 

••Though iriward ftbrtns prevail, 
1 ' Amidtingtoehdure, 
iVe help that cannot fail. 
In Him that's ever fure. 
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•/.Tnoagh onnvaiid warand flrifc, 
'" Pferail fromftiioiea. 
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I And that ftifioeth me. 

Thouch dnnoHD rear its head^ 

And flalk fromifaoiie^to fliorey 
Mr food is angels bread, 
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jbatoan I. covet more? 



Though ill reports abound, 

1 S^fyicioBr ahdi^furmi^, 
I find, and oft have found,. 
In death true comfort hes ^ 

7i&<i/ death I mean whereby. 

Self-love and will are flain,. . 
For thefe the more they die. 

The more the Lama doth reigrt. 

i 
And well aflur'd I am 

True peace is only knt)wn, 
Where He the harmlefs Lamb 

Has made the heart his throne. 

Then, then may tempefta ragje. 

Cannon may roar in .vain^ . . . , 

The Rock of every age, • j 
The Lamif the Lamb doth reign. 



Fifth month, 23d. I feel breathings of ibul to be 
fet at liberty from the bondage pf earthly cafts, jthat 
diey may have no more (hareof my attention than 
duty requires. I have feen with heart-felt pain the 
lavages of a worldly (p^irit; LtiavemourQed.tbBide- 
folations which the love of gain has madp among 
many, who once in degree renounced it» 

O ! Lord, God Almighty, I pray thee arife for 

our help; for except t|^u,..Q :ho(Y^ Helper, hflp» 

(Ams MS no help for us : the .peojgl^ ^VioiSh^i^EsM^^ca^ 

ca!i\»i 
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csUki cutof^Hsfptb^n dsrkneb. <will yetjienih in 
^bfi W9k]er#er$» -anJI lievbr >eafier inlb pbflc^fyb. of 
title 'fjroaiifiad jand, lunlefs thotiy O moft merciful, 
(again make bare .'thy lioLy arm for diir awokikring 
and :fqrtberanc^/in the way of life. 

'Our -q^rft^mceting this year vi^sgracliou% own* 
^eif and*dveri}iadowtd by the wing of ahcieiit ^ood- 
iieis: thc^ Sbephtird Ivateced and fed his flocks he 
ibdteffd liis iambs, and prepared a banquet ibr'bb 
chofen, and made ^em iweeoly reft as aft noon. • 

■ " -i 

After the meeting Was over the language of aiy 
heart, in thankful acknowledgment, was a lan- 
j^age of pri<ife. A |cnewithe biefiing . was .front 
hteveli . I katifir 4he rm was not 'at our command ; 
jyox was the fable fprioaid, land the feafti prep^ed, 
]biitt>y the bo«ifnteou8 hand of Ifirael'a Godi rfte- 
tfwily Wf fmil» tb.the.pkux of thy rsft^: ferthe 
JLtrd {hy -(Bod -hath deaktoiintifttUy whEbthee; *i 
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\ ^^jtbcontinihitionrof ^divine fevcrar fel' f&anMit 
Umt fliftisr; Ithia, i^^tcdly tqoiced my^^rit. ' At 
jctogth',:t&i/Oiig^ ihti all4wife 'dyert»fhing6:'Df him 
%j)O^ii0«^.how to'Iead hiexni in 'fafety^, irwaBiiigain 
reduced to want, and had to feel much' inwird lean- 
nefs. In this flate I fcarce had any thiiig to rdoice 
in but infirmities ; but, relyiog on him who(e co- 
venant 18 as fure wfth the night as with the day, 
and who never forfakes thofe who do not forfake 
him, I felt, in the midil of my flrippings, and was 
.therein flayed, that *- patience in low times is an ex- 
^hUiemt anchor f and hope bears up the fouL^ 

Ninth month, 23d. In reading the occurrences 
of Abraham's life in Ellwood's Sacred Hiflory, my 
heart was deeply aifeded. Oh ! his faith how firoci I 
his devotion how lively ! See him \eave \v\s i-axS^irf^ 
bpvfc, his native land, and go foTXVi 2Lt iVwt cdX-cR. 



ti 



JOtTRif AL OF 



theXorJ,:not knowing whither he went. See -Kiia 
erefting .his altar to the Moft High, and * callinj| 
i on the name of the Lord the everlafting Goil/ 
See bim on Moriah's mount, refigning his beloved 
*iron.^ What heart unmoved can view • the* tranfac- 
tions of fuch a life, or read with indifierence the 
deah'ngs of the Almighty with this £itberbf the 
feithfal ?— He was the friend of God, and God was 
his friend. O that we, who boaft the light of 'gof- 
pel. days, were true fucceflbrs in the faith of Abra- 
ham; allying faith that wrought with his works, 
and by his works of righteoufnefs, devotion, and 
true.holinefs, was made perfeft.* 

• • » " 

. In the nth month, in company with other friends, 
I vifited upwards of ieventy families within the 
▼ergq of our monthly meeting ; had great fatisfac- 
tion in fome places, and fuffered deeply in othto. 
The author of all good was with us, and at time* 
greatly' refreihed our fpirits. In the courfe. of this 
vifit I had to view with fadneis thofe who were 
loimcsm^ by the .god ofthisworid^* Others I 
:tiewedasiriung above thei worM^ and' ^layitig fabfd 
lon ieternal: life. Thefe - felt near -niy (fpirit • iti. che 
(invjfible relationihip, and I MJdiced in their iucccA 
in the (Lamb*s warfare. 
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llis remflval to -tilauci^er. Hifi Sj^ir ^arai^s 

.aieatb. On filent waiting in famkiSn vifilM 

the fpmiirly fitui,fnot^^..memifigs*. On jbciA 

. phdwufs and jif^Uclty of living. V^fiis/amli^ 

at Richmond. The tryfi lights fmn^ ff^aon,.rMffl 

Jian^ alluded to. On the Jin and [even days. 






ON the 5th oi the 4th inonth 1,7 Sft*, 1 -nipved 
with my family to Cjloucefteri )NfU|kMn the 
limits of the meeting of Uxbridgei a bqti^cb of 
our mPDDthiy meetifigy having for (onieitimeibeiipre 
belie ve(L . under divers cpnfi^rations, syod-pff di&r- 
cat kinos, tharit ^might be beft for me tq fpen4^ a 
portion of my time in that.ndg)>bpui;l||KKid9««^ 
eighteen miles from my home in North-Providence. 
I fully expedited to return again fqme ti^eor other, 
but did not know when itiiiight- be,. I remember- 
ed the movements of Abra|;iam, Ifaac, ancl Jacob, 
an4intthe refoliedlion, ^hereof, z degrp^.^pf JTflid 
(atisfa^ipp .vjras avoided po/e. ,1 had .fome^QUitvfr^^ 
prqfpei^A^ii^ i^moviag.; but, I not/only ^dj^ pot 
aim at .»(eakh, .nor . jCJ^pe^ ran mcfSfaic-^it 9jat^aTd 
fubftance, but 1 had othier, and i i\\^\i hignei:' n|0- 
tives in.it than related to my own temporal con* 
cerns. And, foon after I became fettled tbere^ I 
found a field of fervice opening before ^e in a^xeli- 

{>ious. line, a fen^ whereof I had for foqae time 
lad up04i my mind previous to this removal; ' 'iTliere 
were a fe.^^ precious fouls here deeply and well en- 

fag^d in the caufe of truth, and with wJbofe fpirits 
was often l.ivingly united in travail for the welfare 
of Sion, and building of her walls. \Ve h^d tijqaes 
0^ d|cep probation ; and^ through hfAy he^p,. many 
, ,»(bnq of rejoicing together in ;the jUord. .^Ontlhe 
..<whole, .;[ bad ^-^uent confirmations x\vdl ixr) >^v^3^ 
iefCrW^prcfliotiye at leaft of m^ o»A ^pw^S^^rf^ 
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the cverlafting truth.'' t^i God ! of all the holy 
ancients, be with me I pray thpe^ and guide roe. in 
xSe V^ay' wherein thou WbHrldft-havb rac to go; rio 
•matter where or when, (o ■ that thy never-failing 
^jtfe&nce goes with me'in-all my travels through the 
^NvildemeU ef this world, to a houfe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. 






Very foon after my removal, my dear fitter Sstrab 
Hazara died at her home in South*Kingfton, She 
Vrasa religious woman. She improvedF. much in 
true chrifban refignatipq, and died in a fredi and 
living fenfe of heavily joy. I attended her burial, 
enjoying;^ in the midft of my moumine, a fatisfac- 
tion, in a full ^belief that her removal from a world 
of anxieties and cares, was a removal to an inheri- 
tance in the mariiions of blifs. - ' 

r ■ . - I . 

■ " • •••■•. 

I have been renewedly confirmed in the great 
advantage to families, aiid even to fmall children, 
thattefults from fitcrng down in folemn filence, 
and therein waiting upon God. I have - feeri the 
children much broken and tendered in fuch'feafons, 
fo that, even-' when there h^-^hot l?cen 2t word 
fpoken, tfae'^rs have rolled doWh't heir cheeks, and 
their looks have been evidently expreffive of heart* 
felt fcnfationli. This pradlicc alfo learns them (ilence 
and fubjeftion ; it curbs their wills, and habituates 
tfaiem'to reftraint, and a patient waiting, for their 
pare9t& permiiEon, to engage in their little diverfi- 
ons. The habits of filence, fubje6tion, and patient 
waiting for permiifion, are very uTeful to cfhildren 
from infancy to mature age, and mahy foffer much 
for want of it. I have alfo feen much advantaee 
to children, and indeed to whole families,- from me 
. pta^ce of a folemn paufe at meals ; it teams thil- 
drtn AiUncfs, decency, and reverence ; ^apd, 'whtie 
It is done in a feeling mantvet^ ^'wKVSi ti^tdds timtly 
ptmcd to ftel after God ar^d «^\tartRft\»&^'^ ^ 
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A^ h'inot |i^£lifed ia a flight' (orAkdinatlti^f; It 
tendi to/feafori and foletnnize theiHinds of jioutig 
and old. ' I h:ive fcen if dpne in a Very carelefi life- 
Icfs manner, with 'fcarce any rei^ererice; divert of 
the fiunily converfing not far from the table ; and 
icarce any fenfe of the divine prefence prevalent Ifi 
tlie mihds of thdfe around it ; and periiaps tbtpivtk 
fbardc 'long ehoiij^h to allow of much ibiid fenfi- 
biiity^'or itteirehtiai acknowledgment oftheEavemrs 
deceived finom the bounty of a grticTous God, in the 
ahdplt^ ptbvifions t3f his 'providential care for our 
bodies;' or his continued extenfion of fatherly re- 

S' *rd to our im\nortal fouls. I think fuch an uh^ 
. vout appearancp can be very little to the divide 
ibdeptanctf; -hirt Where a proper paufe is obferved; 
'^d the;Loi-d asf thfereih* feripufly fought to, the 
mind befng fedingfy impreffed with a ^nfe of his 
aid ai^id affiflahee, aiid all branches of the family ar^ 
reverchf ly fjlcnt ; it is an 'oblation well-pleafing in 
theiight; of 'God, and very ufeful to fuch families. 
1 am morsdly certain, that I have many a day gone 
through 'tfie cares and concerns of life with tiiVich 
tnore-comp^fure, (hiblKty, fatisfaSiion, and propriety 
for the ftrehgth and afliftance 1 have found, in draw- 
ing hear to God in folemti filcnce in my family ; 
and I wifii the t)ra^ce of reverently adoring* hiAt 
in this way, miy increafe more and more. 

; ■ J ■ . . 

^^ ■ , • . 

Otri^'y^^iriyTiiecting this year Was a favoured fea- 
'foh: diviiy weighty rtiatters were tranfadled in love 
-ai»d Chilian cbndefcenfion through the qualifying 

inOTehcc'bF-^tWe rfiaftcr of our aflemblies, who 
■ jgracioufljf oWh^ this our -anntial Tolemnity by the 

overihiidQwine of his love and life-giving prefence. 

Some 'fidtable-adWces wetb Tent mwn to the in^ 

fcnor meetings^ upon fundry important fdbje£ts« 

'__*■■■■ ■ *«; • 

• ". ' 

• '» ;Afttk rin* wcctingy in company vrilVv iL\N«^ ^»&\«t 
FtitaA, mrbo with myfclf wctc ::ui\«w \%fc '^t'wV^ 
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Nanttjicket^ Sanawidi,jan4,Swan2ey mbntnlyrmc^jE^ 
ings. Sandwich ^uart^ly meeting held at .JNaof 
tucket, and our own at Smuhfielq. W«£bund:a 
vrant of charity in fome few» very ftrid in outwarji 
pJainni^rs, who, ^om a mi^^uided xeal, holdotbi^ 
too mucb 2^\ a diil^nce on account -of tbe^rinot ap^ 
peariog equally pjain with-theoifely^ ,ia\dfe(s, .fiNb 
which was caufe of grief to me, yet I ^ni a hearty 
well-wifher to plainne&: I grieve to feethe.foncow/* 
fill departure from it into pride and fuperfluity ; t 
never (aw an inftance of any veiy confiderable t^ 
parture of this kind, but what I had leafoa to be 
oonvinccd^that a real loft was fuftained by the ipdi^ 
viduals, or their beft advancement prevented^ But 
I have fufiered much deep diftrefis of fou} under a 
painjFul and deprefting fennbility, of that contra^te!* 
illiberal, and harih Ipirit, which in fome iaftancc|S 
has the afcendancy, leading them. i;ito, extremes 
without the life, t know the tru^ leads into great 
regularity and circumfpediqn of life ;, and 1 abhpr 
that light chaffy fpirit that makes, ridicule pfit^ and 
lightly efteevnsthe exemplary . appearance , and true 
religious zeal of the faitlifuL; I {doubt not many 
libertine minds may lay hold of fuch reqaarks as tte 
above to juftify their own deviati;opjS from the.plai|i 
^ath of truth, the narrow way that leads to life ; 
and think thereby to fqreen .themfelves frpm;tbe 
juft judgment of truth through the hrethfi^n ;.bat 
this will not avail them ; the way remaipsp,;as(cver 
of old, a narrow way, a W4y of (el£^eD|al,,axi4itbe 
daily crofs. ButtjC>h.unl]appy;:aiid,deludplpeop^ 
whoever they are, that in their ;zeai for xxj^rnal^, 
lofecharkyr Theyfidepart Croc^f jttiui lif^.^and .lay 
hold onfornvUity ;, /or 41 outward things ip-rcjjig^ 
dwindle unavoidably into formality, in proportion 
as ii/rarit/. is^dffiiafted from in 
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tery iiHthout a living <fen(i'of the inward fprjhe of 
life which can never be ^xpefrienced without livin^^ 
fervent diarity. Therefore let us ever keep fteadi* 
ly to our plain way of living, in the life of truth ; 
for I am afiured,.ib far ^ it is rightly kept to^ troth 
oi¥ns and' fup|5orts it ; aftd its influence on the 
jnind< is very beneficial/ • But Oh, that we may 
ever bC' preferved from a narr6i)v, ra(h, cenf<^ribus 
ipirit ;i and from over-rating any outwatd regularity^ 
or exaA living ;^ left, as we grow in the form^ We 
dwindle as to the life. Although thefe remarks 
may not have a very extenfive influence in rightly 
guarding others ; yet I mufl: write what I have to 
write and leave it» hoping divine providence will 
yet build up- Sion and ' fbrtify jferuialem, dirediing 
die -coorfe of the< iincere^hearted between all the 
extremes, ill the fure and "fafe path of virtue, where 
a.livdiy adive sseai is tempered with liberality of 
heart and fentiment, in the flowings of trtie cha^ 
rity. 

*' We laboured in die momhly niei^tings ar ability 
•was afibrded^ aiid) thift to (bme folid fatisfaftiofil 
i|;ot home to niiy deat wife^nd .femily-the 8th of 
dieryidi^montb^'and finding them tolerabljr weU, 1 
left home ntyLt day to Sittend out own cjuarterly 
meeting. Here I was rather tooaftive in difcipline. 
I have fotind it my btifinefs fometimes of late to be 
snoreiiniward intravaii, and lefs ad!fye infjfaeexer- 
dfe of thtf wholefenid rules of &Jciety'.thari:rot)6^ 
was, and believe, when 1 have obeyed thef call iiito 
this inward, ftill abode, and there felt ^my loins 
r%hdy 'girded, it -has contributed ihych' hibre'to 
tho right exeroife of the difcipline, than wUen^ 
throttpi a defire for 'its proper adminiftratidn, I 
have, ; by over-ading, feemed to do a good deal for 
its' execoticn. .. -i ''f '■■■■-■■ -"^ ';^ ;'-■'*'::■' ■-. • 
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was a fipft which. ki|l^; fotn^i bf diQ iVtsgttMtMs 
even ibme indian corn. Thbi-bsing fo weiyvtariy 
in the year, and coming after fafeaioii c»f many re^ 
freihinj; (hoveens, and dt a time of ve^y fair and 

irromiung prpfpe^.of|)lctit|f4l:cr0p$j».my mind was 
ed into a train of ferioias refledlfon^ bow the Ak 
mishty* who had tbva brought forward our fields; 
ama profpeSa, could -cut them ^U .off; and how 
eodrdy dependaiH we are upcofbis bouiity forrerorgf 
l^iEn^. Were his compoffions! to fatl»i his prov 
vidential aids -to be withdrawn, alas ! wc, pobr frail 
mortals, fhouki foon perifli. - ri \ 

In the 9^h month I]vifited Ftiends ^milies at 
Ridimondt New*Haaifpihire*ra.v^y'dipBhtibffandi 
of our monthly me^^ipg. AtlfeveBal of bur meet^^ 
ings at Uxbridge, not tbagi^fter thifiy I had living^ 
ly to found an alar id amonff Friends ; and ni|r 6m 
humbly rcgpioed in ^hc^relief 1 ^obtained in theft 
« few £ivoured meetings. 

^ ^1784, 24 pf /^d,ajf¥Ub, .Tbfj fxer/^ftd df rmy 
iniod h^ye Fcf fpine time pai^^ ra^i^r inc{«^od^ iaf<»- 
much that, for a con&i^^bl^^pi^ft oJF ithe tiaiel 
have felt like being ui. the '/qrnacfi^' efpeciidly;ibi 
meeting^ but nauchib.oHt.pf tbeip atfo^' JiiddoB 
it has felt like the. power and fire ^tibie X^orji fayvHr 
hold of the ^remains of prid|s and eyil in- tite :ml 
h)irniu£ lU^ea^ spven ; thijtt J^, liffwaYtUp .and im^*^ 

fiery itriaL '- :' . ..' . \ . . ■, • ;;:ri- ^■.,;'^^ 

*^: -.i: :.: •. . i: :• • ..-'i. J\ ■• ■ ' --^J 
.And it has ^eiivgrad^Uy fromi time to ime^tspfons' 

ed 4nd ifisaled on my loindf that a part-of theicri^ 

lures, which many generally uiidetftand td-^isak 

pnly of outward jdungB^ . may .be imdeffflnod' I^ tfa^ 

truly enlightened to convey mward andi^intasd'iitv 

Aruition. God's defign is to confound the wifdoni 

pf*tl)cwiifi,^f^nd #ripg «^ iitiu^t}XhR\^i(a£issft»^^ 
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•f tbe.paident. He has hid and will hide diving 
things from the tnle and prudent) and reveal them 
unto babes. 

The natural inan not only Joes mti but timudi 
ftliow tbeoiy becaufb diey ace only ^ fpiritually dif* 
*• cemed/ To- this .purpofe Chriflr fpoke in para« 
hkt^ that.iiich.as bad an eye inw^ to the divine 
ligbl» wbicb aloneigivesthdtruef(>iritualdircernin|;, 
flMght^Widfirftandv receive, aAd know the myflenes 
•£ hia tkingdom^ while all the wife and (earned 
could -but gueis, intftake, ftttmble, and be confbun* 
ded.-^-r&> whmi the difciples aiked him why he 
^pakeioi paiablesy he informed thdm it was beeaufe 
It. wa»: given to tUem' to know thcffe' things/ but to 
othtrait was not given. It was not jdven to them^ 
to tbo eadufion idF any in the faitie ftateof inward 
fiiekingi. docilityyand>childl[ke£lihplicity. 

God!s defign was then, and ever will be, to hide 
thefe things from all fuch as are driving to know 
them by their own mere natural powers ; they may, 
and do^>0iudj['. tte (cripturesy atid reafon- very copi« 
oufly upon' tliem^. and. think they clearly compre^ 
heoAiitbeir- meaning, and yet remain in total dark*- 
nebf as.tQ the fpiritual import, meaning, and my& 
toy* of many paflages which they are mongly per* 
fwided diey underuand rightly. • 

■ ' . . ■ ■ • 

.. Bi»for^ t>his wifdom and creiRirely comprehenlion 
^3» ftugpMing-blbckis, by God's determination and 
oottnf6i,>/ivi^9 on: purpofe laid, that man ever may 
ftumblp and fall' and be fnared and taken, fo long as 
he l^oea this way to work to underftand divine 
thinp > . not that God determines any certain num* 
Iierof ]^r(bni (hall fo ftumbie, and be fnared, &c* 
hut all aniyetiaiJnr on this' ground, and icitKU>9i\(* 
fipun i for througn ali ages it is true, ^ \i ^w^} tcoxv 
^ thiaketb i/vt £e Imowe'th any thmj^^ \^ Vicio^e.^ 
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* .npthiog i^et! tas he •ought to knc)^.'* lEv^en^ iFaiii^ 
4ecl^r^, * { know, noticing by ibyfelf.!t . 



■ I- • ■ ■ / * 



While Paul thought he knew fomething divine 
by,, or pf. hiinfelf^:.h]S';reafoningTofe! idgainft «the 
Mei|^» and with all his might hefou[^t'ligainft' 
the only true way of falvation. '&>{ in AcgneyAt 
wijll.be :With ^U;. if they think they^kndw/ tmti 
(iny thing diyinq lof ^hemtelTes, or by thd eiiofcifetif 
their : o wi\ cieaiturdy : £tculties, ^ they havi' tmvtnjpgt 
Iearne4 iany thine as they oughts foe (as'footi at 
they , kr^w any .. thing as > they ought^ they 'ie^ and 
know that they .kniew nothing by or of theolfelv^j; 
but are altogether beholden to a fpiritualdifoeming 
from the divine light, fhining in their hearts;; to -give 
them jthi^ knowledge. Hence fays the lapoftie, 
\ Qo4i .who. commanded the ligbt. to ijQiiaeoutof 

* darknefs,, -hath fhjned (take, notjfidi'.v^here this 
fhining is) ^ in bur hearts, to feive the lijght of the 

* knowledge of the, glory of God in. the face of 

* Jcfos Chrift.'t 
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. Here, ficft, it is God that batiJhiHeJ ; /econdiy, 
it is ^ in our hearts ;' thirdly, it is -to pVfiii Whbt 
welhad^not before, and oouIdnot-^viEi^M^ttioift 
this infliiniiig, that is; tbi 'tight 4>f\the'Jtn$wiedj^'of 
his own glory ; foiirthly, . it is * in 4hefaci fif Jffi^ 
Cirj/T— his inward appearance, Jwhereby - be- diiit 
cth his tight to Jhine upon us^ in order that we may 
hefted \ . that we dwi .ever fee ' ^ the iiri« 'of -the 
^ knowle^e of the glory oti God/ iaccplSib^'td Vhi^ 
truf ftyingi, r' In. thy light- jwrdifee lights t^*V:ffi]| 
light ^lining < in our hearts/ is !tbe:;dDiy'-^fMbIe 
mMipn>. ^herein and whereby^ we oan<fee Gcn|, W 
clearly difcern his glory ; for itis an'eternat d^Qtbi 
• wh^tfocver.doth make manifeft i^lighti'^l ''"Wa* y » 
tvral light manifefts natural 'things, ^atid'^lritlttl ^\y 

* .. '■ i\ .' ii i-^i t jiSiilla^ • 

tf Pfdl xxxvi. 9, \% ^^Vi. V, \%. 
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livinc things. As water rifes but to the height 
of the fountain head ; and as efFe£ts cannot exceed 
their caufe ; fo nothing (hort of divine light can 
ever fully manifeft him to the mind of man. 

The fcriptures will ever remain in a great degree. a 
fealed boolc to the mere natural underdandings of 
the wifeft of men. Volume after volume of com- 
mentaries have been written upon them, which, I 
have no doubt, have often ferved, as a certain au- 
thor has advanced, to entomb, rather than enfhrine 
them ; or to darken, rather than explain their ge- 
nuine meaning. Thoufands pafs the time of their 
fojouming here below, hoodwinked and muffled up 
in darknefs, under the b^eful influence of this 
kind of theological or fyilematical knowledge or 
fpeculation, falfely called divinity. But in the inidft 
of all this learned ignorance, and, in degree, ac« 

?uired blindnefs, which overruns the nations ; the 
jod of grace is not wanting in the extenfion of 
his own immediate rays upon the minds of men: 
thofe who turn from, difregard, and rebel againftthe 
light, are juftly left in darknefs, for being, as 
thofe in Job's days, * of them who rebel againft 

* the light, they know not the ways thereof nor 

* abide in the paths thereof.'* But thofe who, 
while they ' have light, believe in the light,* and 

* walk in it, they become the children of it,'! ^^d 
are led into all truth, 

I may now proceed with my own exercifes and 
openings. It was clearly given me to behold many 
deep thuigs in the vifions of God ; things which 
the wifdom of the natural man, though high in 
profei&pn of ^ivine knowledge, would probably 
laugh at and defpife, and me for my weaknefs, were 
I to unfold them. But though I may not at prefent 
be permitted to unfold much, I ma^ ^^^ \.\«n5^ 

I fee^ 

*Job xxiv. IS. ^ John xi\, ^b» 
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feen clearly to my full fatisfaAion, that Mofcs, in 
writing o( creation, of the fall of man, and of 
things m the upright and in the fallen ftate, wrote 
in the pure openings of divine light, though very 
little underftc>Dd by men in the fim nature and ftate. 
It is alfo plain and evident to my mind, in the light, 
that the* prophets faw things in the holy light of 
Jefus, and (pake of them in very inftruSive me- 
taphors and expreffions, though hid from andun- 
peixeived by the wife and learned^ 

Many a fermon has been preached by thofe who 
call themfelves minifters of Chrift, upon parts of 
paflages out of the prophets, and the reft of the 
fcriptures; many heads of do<3rine raifed from 
them ; many divifions and fub-divifions made ; 
much explanation attempted ; and much art and 
oratory difplayed ; and yet the life, marrow, and 
main importance of the palTage entirely unfeen and 
untouched by the fpeaker, and little or no inftnic- 
tion conveyed to the hearers ; and all for want of a 
fpiritual difcerning of the true intent and meaning 
Qf the fcriptures. 

Thus alfo the dotSlrines of Chrift and his apoflles, 
as to their moft lively and fpiritual (ignilication, 
are to this day hid from the wife and prudent, and 
fealed up with feven feals to all who witncfs not 
their opening by the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
who alone unfcals them. To thefe they ai*e gra^ 
dually opened, not ail at once. ' I have many 
* things,' fays this wonderful counfellor and open- 
er, * to fay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
' now.^f So he opens progrefiively, as we are able 
to receive, one feal after another. There are /even 

'feals, becaufe none can ever come to the full un- 
dertkanding of the whole myftery, and have all the 

jtffffJt a//ife laid open^ until they re/?, s^tid cta(e whol- 

t John xvu la. 
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ly from mah^ from themfelves^ and all their own 
workings, gueffings, and conceivings, which ever 
will attend them more or lefs through the Jix work" 
ing day 5^ until they come to the complete fabbath 
of reft on the feventh day, wherein they * reft 

* from- their own works as God did from his.'* 
Here God hecomes their all in all, their whole de- 
pendance for opening and illumination ; and there-^- 
fore here the feventh feal is, opened, and the hea- 
venly myftery difclofed. 

And now, in confirmation that this is the mean- 
ing of the number [even, as comprehenfive of all 
the feals that can pombly feal up divine truth from 
man,— let us obferve, that when John calls upon 
him that has wifdom, (divine wifdom, for all elfe 
ever fails) to count the number of the beafi, or the 
tnwihir if his name^ which he exprefHy fays 'is 

* the number of a man,'t he plainly (hews ufi that 
the whole, the utmoft number of a man, and of 
all his workings, buildings, comprehendingsy and 
conceivings, which make up the whole life, power, 
policy, religion, and wprfliip of the bead, is com- 
pfjehended in fixes— and that there is not one f even 
in it ail. For, fays he, his number is fix hundred 
three-fcore and fix, that is, 666. Here we fee, 
that although the workings of a man may be mul- 
tiplied to ten times, and even an hundrea times of 
the fix working days, wherein he rcfts not from? 
his own works nor coines to the true (abbath (where- 
in no creaturely work is done, not even a fire of 
his own (parks or creaturely animation and warmth 
kindled) it is all but the number of the beaft or 
falfe worftiip, and man-made creeds and fyftems. 
On the real Sabbath, wherein the true reft from 
every thing creaturely is witnefled, and God is all 
in all, the worihip is divine ; the feals are opened 
even to the feventh ; the myftery is fewv\ QicA 

* Hfh. iv. 10. t Rev. xVu. \%* 
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ftands revealed to the foul; his works are known, 
and in the true knowledge of him, the beginning of 
eternal life is enjoyed even here on earth, for it is 
the real knowledge of Gody not the ideal conceivings, 
i that is the eternal life of immortal fpirits. And 
until this is attained, do as much as we will in the 
Jixesy there is the one thing needful wantinet which, 
while it is wanting^ cannot be numbered ; lor indeed 
we can never number or perceive it clearly, truly 
and fully, fo long as the feventh feal remains un- 
opened to us. For until they are all opened, we 
ihall ever be liable to be gueffing, contriving, in- 
venting, and hewing out broken ciftemstoounelves. 
Many may and do fuppofe the opening of the feals 
is only hereafter ; but thofe to whom they are open- 
ing and opened, know they have their opening here 
in time progreffively : but this is only as God is 
waited upon. For unlefs we wait upon him for the 
opening, we are ever liable to obfcure our own 
minds, and cloud our underftandings by our own 
bufy workings and fpeculations : And therefore at 
the opening of the feals, chap. vi. the call, * come 
*■ and fee,' was divers times repeated ; intimating 
that we muft come quite away from our own noti- 
ons and imaginations, keep a iingle eye to the light 
of life, waiting upon God in and through the 
divers openings — In this attentive, iingle, waiting 
ftate, deep myfteries are opened. But inftead of 
peace to the carnal mind, the openings begin with 
the voice of thunder. For when the lamb opened 
the firft feal, John * heard as it were the noifc of 

• thunder,' ver. i. For terrible things in judgment 
:4CCompany that abafement of creaturcly pride and 
comprehenfion through which the vail is rent, and 
the feals that have (hut up the underftanding opened. 

• Sion (hall be redeemed with judgment.' J 

^ Jn this yvork of redemption, renovation, and rc- 

X Ifai. i. a?. 



JOB SCOTT. If 

moval of the feals, (for it goes on gradually together) 
the Lord who is light in himfelf, and ever dwells in 
the light, that is, in his own efience, appears to our 
minds as breaking through the clouds. The clouds 
are in ui and not in him ; and in difpelling them, 
that fo the feals may be opened, he appears in ways 
of terror and amazement to the creature, reprefented 
by the • noife of thunder. ^ Thus we read in another 
place, * Clouds and darknefsare round about him,** 
and • with God is terrible majejiy,^\ And experi- 
ence abundantly confirmeth, that, in difperiidn of 
the clouds^ he onen appears in terrible majejij indeed; 
caufing the thunders, and indeed before the whole 
myftery is difclofed, tstnfeven thunders to utter their 
voices. Hence we find, <;hap. x. i. Johni faw a 

* mighty angel come down from heaven,' and 
though * a rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
' was as it were the fun, and his feet as pillars of fire,^ 
yet (Oh ! divine inilru£tion) he was * clothed with 

* a doud.' This cloud muft be removed before the 
whole myftery could be revealed ; and in order to 
it, * he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
'roareth; and when he had cried, feven thundeiU 

* (note their number) uttered their voices * Lefs 
than feven would have been fhort of the complete 
reft, wherein the whole myftery is completed. * But 

* in the days of the voice of the feventh angel, when 

* he (hall oegin to found, the myftery of God ftiould 

* be finiftied,' faid the holy angel, * as he hath de- 
■ clared to his. fervants the prophets,' fee vef. 7. 
But John was commanded * to Teal up thofe things 

* which the feven thunders had utttsfed, and write 

* them not,' ver. 4. This I believe is often thp 
cafe foa a feafon. Some hints are allowed to be 
given ; but as to the full declaration of divine things. 
It is often with the fervants as with the mafter. 

* Mine hour is not yet come. 'J For though the 
time is to come, when that which ^ \i (pc>\E£A.vQL'^<b 

I 3. ^ tax? 

♦ Pna. xcvii. St. f Jab jUxviu Ml \ ^oVvsk \\* fl^ 
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* car,' (hall be ^ declared on the houfe top i'f yet it 
is not always and at all times fo to be— 'for it can 
never be with the divinely girded, limited, and direc- 
ted fervanls of God, as with the letter-learned fcribes 
and pharifees, whofe ^ time is always ready.'t 

At the opening of the fecond feal, the call * come 

* and fee,- as at the opening of the firft, is heard ; 
for the waiting firamey the Jingle eye^ is ftill neceffiiryr 
and now a * great fword' is given to him that fat on 
the red horfe ; and alfo * power was given him to 

* take peace from the earth,' ver. 4. Some may 
fuppofe the meaning of this opening by the red hor{e 
confined fo entirely to outward blood and bloody 
perfecution, as to havc/tto relation to the ftate of 
their minds who experience the opening of the feals; 
but it is obvious to the enlighten^ mind, that manv 
paiTagcs in fcripture have both an outward or literal, 
and an inward and myftical meaning -^ and there 
really is a fword known, and peace taken from the 
earthly man in the rending of the vail and opening 
of the feals : a fore trial indeed to fuch as have not 
^et fully fubmitted to have their carnal peace in the 
earthly natural ftate broken and deftroyed. But 
there is this comfort, that however peace is taken 
from this ftate, yet at the opening of the third feal, 
a charge is given, ver. 6. not to ' hurt the oil nor the 
^ wine.' The precious things are fafe through 
every tumult and trial, to all who rightly endure 
them. But though a little hope and confolation is 
received { now and then by fuch hianifeftations of 
divine care and prote£tipn ; yet new tribulations 
foon plunge the baptized foul into fre(h, and oft 
time^ greater confternatioa. 

. Thus at the opening of the next feal, his name» 
who rides the pale horfe, is * death ; and hell fol- 
'lowed with him,'- ver. .8. Oh I this deaths thit^ 

t Lufcc ;ai, 5, ' % 3oYiu viv* b. 
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dying to the firfl nature and will ;' to the life df 
feif, and all corrupt and felfifh defires and gratifica- 
tions ; it muft be known and endured, that fo the 
life, which is hid with Chrift in God, may be en- 
joyed, which never was nor can ever be without dy- 
ing with him ; and here the very pains and power 
of hell is felt, 2^nd takes hold of the foul. 

i 
• 

Thus, under the operation of this neceflary 
death,hell follows with it ; fo that the diftrefled crea- 
ture, like Jonah, cries out of the belly of helh 
And though I cannot believe or conceive it proba- 
ble, or even confiftent with the truth of God, or o^ 
the very myftery of divine things, that Chrift, after 
his crucifixion, decended into hell ; yet I have no 
doubt that, in the courfe of his fufteringsandagoay, 
he really did feel, endure, and alfo conquer the 
force, and power, and pains of hell ; and fo muft 
every foul, in which the fufFeringis of Chrift that 
remain behind are thoroughly filled up : and until 
this is witneffed, there is never a thorough rifing 
with him in the newnefs of life : but through death 
and burial with him, his refurre£tion is known, and 
in the opening of this feal there is known, and 
painfully endured a killing, by various means, as 

• the fword, hunger, death, and even the beafts of 
« the earth.' 

Oh ! what is it that does not rife up to torment 
the poor foul ! but all works together for the good 
of the faithful ; no matter by what the neceflary 
death is effedled, nor by how many kinds of diftrefs ; 
the Lord is gracious through it all, and wounds to 
heal, yea, kills to make alive. Under the opera- 
tions of thefe various modes, or meflengersof death, 
the language often is, * Oh ! wretched man that I 

• sun, who ftiall deliver me from the body of this 

• dcath,*t It is painful enduring t\ve tvio\^^\o '^tswv'^ 

t Rom. vii 24, 
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and flay; with pinching hunger, and famifhin^ 
want» and fore affliftions from the beftial part» 
which rages the more it is diilurbed by that which 
comes to take away its life, until the ftrength of its 
wild nature is weakened and broken. 

After thefe fore trials are in a gooddegrep endu* 
red, the fifth feal opens, and brings to vie^^^c pcr- 
fevering follower of the Lamb, the toly altars and 
under it the * fouls of thofe that were ilain for th<i 

• word of God, and the teflimony which they held/ 
ver. 9. Here the flate of fufFerings and perfecutiooSf 
endured by the righteous, is feen, and alfo the flate 
of rejoicing and tnumph which follows after : fot 
here they are heard, availingly calling on the Al- 
miehty God, holy and true, for judgment, and feen 

• CK>thed in white robes,' even * every one of diem/ 

What an encouraging profpe£l is this when 
opened in the true light, by the alone opener of the 
feals, the lion of Judah's princely tribe ? How does 
it re-animate the mind to perfevere through all tri* 
bnlations, dangers, and death, until the crown im«» 
mortal is enjoyed ? 

Oh ! the myflery of godlinefs ; it is great indeed, 
and never rigntly underftood by the carnal mind. 
To thefQ the book is ever fealed, and none but he 
who has the key can open the feals. Carnal minded 
men may read of holy fouls under the altar, and of 
their white robes, &c. but to underfbnd it the in« 
ward eye muft be opened, and the book unfealed-*** 
then the right underftanding is received, and therein 
divine encouragement is feh, to iland firm in the 
teftimony of Jefus, even though they fhould be 
joined to the number of thofe * tellow-fervants and 

• brethren that fhould be killed,* ver. 11. Therefore 
ibe poor Pilgrim joumtj^ on, fttengjhcned and rc- 

w/y€d; and is thm enabled to cuduic the teniiva«i^ 
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tribulations which are neceffary for a full refine- 
ment, and in order to the removal of all that can 
be fhakcn, that that alone which cannot be ftiaken 
may remain — In order whereunto, he who knows 
how to carry on the work, difpenfing the feveral 
parts and portions of probationary exercife in infi- 
nite wifdom, and as they can be borne, foon brings 
on the fiery ordeal or purifying trial, to complete 
the emancipation of his tribuiated feed, and bring 
out the Prifoner with fhouts of joy For now the 
fixth feal is opened, which leads through renewed 
works of wonder and amazement, terror and abafe- 
ment, even to the ftripping ofi^ of almoft all that 
ever was attained : for now the earth is made to 
quake^ the fun itfelf is darkened, the moon becomes 
as blood, the Stars fall from heaven, yea, the hea- 
ven departs as a fcroU, and every mountain and 
iiland is removed — there fecms nothing to depend 
upon, not fo much as an iiland in the midft of the 
boifterous ocean, to fet the fole of the foot upon.— 
The drooping foul, notwithftanding its late anima- 
ting profpefls, now almoft finks into defpair ; nor 
fun, nor moon, nor ftars, fhine in their ufual luftre^ 

. This ftate is like that of the bridegroom of fouls^ 
when he cried out, * My God, my God, why haft 
• thou forfaken me ? ' * and the very fame in degree 
that he then endured, when total darknefs covered 
all the land from the fixth hour unto the ninth, 
muft all the feed endure. — The eternal light of 
heaven, the eminations of the divinity, are now 
obfcured by fogs and clouds that intervene, apd" 
blacknefs or darknefs overwhelms the mind. The 
fainter light of reafon, the moon, affords no aid, nor' 
fcarcely (hines, or fhines dimly, as we fee the out-' 
ward moon through fogs and vapours, red almoft 
as blood: for the weighed down mind is fodiftreflcd, 
tofied up and down, that diftra<SI;iot\, ot ^, Cfcffisxvocv 

* Matt, xxvii. ^6, 
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of intellectual arrangement feems almoft ready to 
overfpread the whole man. And moreover the ex- 
ample of the faints, the ftars of paft and prefent 
times, which in ferener moments, greatly ftayed 
the mind, and fpread reviving light around, -(for 
fays Chrift, ye are the light or lights of the world) 
yet now this is all hid, that there isfcarce any thing 
that looks like light from any quarter — This is 
truly in a fenfe, the great day of God's \irrath upoa 
all in man that is not to dwell with him for ever. 

Now the very kings, the great, the rich, the 
mighty, the bond, and the free, are ready to hide in 
^ dens, or wifli to be covered by the mountains, from 
the face of the all-fearching God. A time of trial, 
a feafon of anxiety indeed, well known in the expe- 
rience of the Lord's fan£tified fervants. 

The more extenfive and general fignification and 
meaning of thefe myfterious metaphors, I am not 
at prefent to enter upon here ; nor indeed is it very 
much our bufinefs as individuals to inquire. Suffice 
it to know, pride hid from us, the haughtinefs of 
man laid low, and every exalted imagination brought 
thoroughly down. O !, bleffed, though for the 
prefent painful reduction ! Rejoice, O ! chriftian 
traveller, when thou art fo happy as to know the 
ftronger bind the ftrong and mignty in thee ; jjrea, 
rejoice in the very pangs and probations through 
which all his goods and riches in thee are fpoiled,— 
and be caft out, with all his pomp, magnificence, 
and merchandize for ever.— For nothing (hall be 
able to ftand or abide his coming, but what cannot 
be ihaken. The pure gold endures the fire,. and is 
not hurt or leffened in its brightnefs, worth, or 
weight.— The redeemed foul that has endured the 
faving, cleanfing baptifm ofjefus, is by him made 
free ; and thefe, and only thefe, are free indeed ; 
and having endured the great d^i^ ot vai^xK and 
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judgment for fin in themfelves, their works arc gone 
beforehand to judgment ; and they are not afraid of 
the day of wrath to the wicked ; for perfedk love 
cafts out all fuch fear ; they are heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Chrift ; they have part in the firft 
refurredlion, and the fecond death hath no power 
over them. And now, having pafied through the 
very hour and power of darknels ; endured the fiery 
trial ; drank the cup th^ crucified Saviour drank of, 
andbeiiig baptizedwithhis baptifm, they come to 
witne(s, as he did after his temptations, the mini- 
Aration of holy angels. Indeed he has promifed all 
thofe who continue with him in hit temptations, a 
place in his kingdom ; and as the angels miniftered 
to him in the days of his flefti, immediately after 
his fore temptation and trials, fo is it in his brethren's 
experience ; for after their deep abafement and fiery 
baptlfm in the affliftive difpenfation of the fixth 
fealj their profpedls open into a difcovery of the 
powers or miniftring fpirits that ftand on and over 
all that is earthly ; as John faw the four ingels 
(landing on the four corners of the earth. Now 
the four comers feem to compreliend the whole 
earth ; and indeed it mud all be (haken in us, if 
ever we know the new heavens and new earthy^ 
wherein dwells righteoufnefs : to thefe four angels 
it was given to hurt the earth and thefea ; not only 
all that is of earth or earthly, but alio all that is of 
an unftable nature, is li?ible.to the ftroke and muft 
be chaftifed and fubdued. But in the midfl of all this 
deftru^ion to the earth and fea, another holy angel 
appears, afcendine from the eaft, (that is, from 
where the fun of righteoufnefs ever arifeth with hea- 
ling in his wings) and Oh ! the unfpeakable joy 
. and confolation which now fprings and overflows 
the foul. For fing, O ye heavens ! ye ranfomed 
of the Lord on earth, rejoice, and praife the LcytA^ 
for this is the nngel that has the {ea\ o? X^ Y\n\w% 
God. Andnow^ after vour many Aee^ \>\cJo^XAOtv& 
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to all the fons of Adatii in the fall : an enjoyment 
and adoration, a tranfporting felicity and fruition, 
even in this life in degree, which a full idea of can 
never be conveyed to an unregenerate foul, by all 
the arts of defcription— all the powers of rhetoric or 
elocution—and which the carnal mind can never 
conceive an adequate idea of by all the reafonings 
of flefli' and blood, or penetrations of human wifdom. 
The ^wife, the fcribe, the difputer of this world, 
may imagine and contend in ignorance and dark- 
nets ; but can never in that ftale have the living 
knowledge and experience of thefe things ; while 
they that endure the day of trial, continue withChrift 
In iiis temptations, drink his cup, and abide his 
baptifms, his agonies and death, thus refting from 
all their own works, come to the true chriftian fab- 
bath, and therein worfhip God in fpirit and in truth^ 
in l;he pure living experience of that facred, awful, 
reverential filence which is known in heaven. 
Thefe know What is meant by the fmoke of the in- 
(cenfe which continually afcends up before God, 
from the angel's hand, and from the golden altar, 
for jcver ; and are in good preparation to witnels and 
underftand the remaining wonders — the foundings 
of the angels-^the meafure of the temple — the leav- 
ing out of the outward court — the woman cloathed 
with the fun — the dragon's tail, and many other 
deep myftcries, which are never clearly underftood, 
but as he that has the key of David opens them.— 
But as far as needful he fails not to open them to 
all who follow him in the regeneration, wherefo- 
ever he leadeth them ; who are redeemed from the 
eartli, and from among men. Thefe fliall (land 
with him on Mount Sion, and having their Father's 
iipme written in their foreheads, fhall fing the new 
ibng, receive the bleffing of thofe who obey his 
^commands, have a right to the tree of life, and. 
eater in through the gates into the City.— They 



JOB SCOTT. 91 

fhall reft from their labours, and their works (hall 
follow them. 

Great part of the Revelations, as well as other 
myfterious fcriptures, is livingly known in the 
work and progrefs of regeneration, and therein 
found very pertinent and defcriptive, in regard to 
the many exercifes, pangs, probations, and deliver- 
ances, which attend the foul in its feafons of refine- 
ment, and gradual renovation. — And all this hin- 
ders not, but well confifts, with the more outward 
meaning and fulfilment of fuch parts of facrcd record^ 
fo far as they really refpeft things outward : but I 
am firm in the faith, that many are mufing and 
gazing after outward fulfilments, to the very great, 
and fometimes injurious diverfion of their minds 
from the only work, and fulfilment of many paflfa- 
ges, which they may ever properly expeft to expe-- 
rience. The fcripture is a fealed book ; it is abun« 
dantly wrapped up in parable, metaphor, and myfte- 
ry — yea many, very many things in it, which men 
whole minds are outward will read and underftand 
of outward things, are mainly meant of internal 
operations, difcoveries, and overturnings, which God 
in his dealings with the foul, leads it along through. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear— is a very proper 
intimation, and is therefore often repeated, that the 
mind may be dire£ted to an inward hearkening, in 
ord^ to a right underftanding : for many have eyes, 
but fee not; and ears, but hear not. The eye 
and car that fees and hears divine things rightly, 
muft be divinely opened. Many are blind becaufe 
they think they fee ; and deaf, by reafon of their 
confidence that they hear. Chrift's coming was, 
and is, that thofe who fee and hear may be made 
blind and deaf ; and that the blind and deaf may fee 
and hear ; and blefled are thefe who are made bluvd 
and deaf by him ; for it is as needfvA Xo Vcm^ ^<e.€vTi'|^ 
and hearing, to be fir ft made bViud ^xv^ ^^^^ "^ 
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wounding is neceflary to healing, and killing, to 
being made alive. He that will be wife, nauftlBrft 
become a fool that he may be wife, and he that will 
fee and hear, muft firft become blind and deaf. 

O, it is a great thing to know that eye and ear 
clofed, that ever fees and hears amifs, and to keep 
them fteadily fhut up ; and the finglc eye and ear 
properly open. Keep to that in thee, O mward tra- 
veller, that fhuts the wrong eye and ear, and opens 
the right ; then wilt thou be m the numObr of fuch 
as our Lord pronounceth bleiTed, faying, * blefled 

• are your eyes, for they fee, and your ears, for 

• they hear/* 



* Matt. xiii. t6. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The fully tf felf -importance, The author^ s concern^ 
that himfelf and others may experience an entirt 
reduHkn of felf^ and perfeSi rejignation to the di^ 
vine will. His vijit to Friends of Oblong and 
Nine-Partners^ in the Jiate of New-TorL 

^1^4* T HAVE divers times lately very 
6th mo. 12. X clearly feen the great folly of think- 
ing ourfelves of much importance, either in religi- 
ous fociety, or in the world. O may my foul dwell 
ever in true abafement ; for blefled and happy is he 
that knows a being brought down, yea down low, 
and there abiding ; for until all felf-exaltatbn is 
entirely rooted out of our minds, we are not what 
God would have us to be ; and his turning and 
overturning in us, is in order, if not refifted, thus 
to make us ; and until we do, from the centre of 
our fouls, give him all the glory, there remains in 
us a fource of unhappinefs, diiorder, and confufion. 
— O man ! how great is the work of thy falvation ; 
how many deaths thou haft to die, before that 
comes to reign in thee, which Ijves for ever ; — for 
know thou, that thou can ft never fully enjoy that 
Jife which is hid with Chrift in God, until thou 
dieft to thy own felfiih life. It is he that lofes his 
life for Chrift's fake, that fliall Jind it : yea, our 
blefled Saviour declares, ' if any man hate not his 
* own life, he cannot be my difciple't — and at this 
jundlure of time I fincercly think I dofo. — Lord 
God Almighty, carry on thy great v/ork in my foul, 
bow every exalted imagination, and lay all that is 
not of thy own immediate begettings in me, level 
with the duft, that I may altogether, and at all 
times, hate my own life, with perfefl: hatred, u^itil 
I come livingly to know that it is thy onl^ hear- 
ten, in whom thou art well pleaifeA, 2(X\di >nvJcv xsa 

t Luke xiv. a6. 
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and move in his movings, we were made inftru* 
ipental to reach the pure witnefs in many hearts ; . 
and to leave imprefEons on them that will not foon 
be forgotten. — After meeting we had a family fit- 
ting nearly in filence. I felt great caution not to 
move in words, unlefs a frefli opening induced me, 
fearing I might be carried too far in the fulnefs of 
this day's &vour, as I believe I have feen fome who 
have kept running on in the ftrength of what was 
at firft a true opening, until they have bewildered 
their own minds and brought forrow and confuiion 
upon themfclves. Oh ! how ftridt a watch is ne- 
ceflary left we take our flight upon the fabbath- 
day.— Lord preferve us in a conftant dependence 
upon thee, and the openings of thy holy Spirit 1 

4th month, 28th and 29th. We attended the 
feleft quarterly meeting at the Purchafe, and their 
quarterly meeting for worfhip and difcipline; in 
which my tongue, as it were, clave to the roof of 
my mouth , yet was enabled to keep in a good de^ 
gree in the patience.-— After which we attended 
meetings at Mamaroneck, Weft-Chefter, Purchafe, 
Ammawalk, New-Cornwall, New-Malborough^ 
Crum-Elbow, Nine-Partners, at the Creek and 
Little Nine-Partners, fome of which were painful 
cxercifmg feafons ; but in others we experienced 4 
good degree of the dominion of truth over all, par- 
ticularly at the laft meeting, where the love of 
truth was felt fweetly to flow towards a pretty 
large gathering, moftly not of our fociety, and the 
doarines thereof were opened among them in a 
good degree of life and demonftration. 

Third- day, loth of 8th month* We went to 
the fele£l preparative meeting at Nine^Partners, 
compofed of the minifters and elders of the two 
monthly meetings of Creek and Nine-Partners. 
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The affairs of this meeting were condufied in a de- 
gree of the favour of truth. 

Fourth -day nth, attended the feleft quarterly 
meeting to pretty eood fatisfadlion. I felt truth's 
dominion over all in my mind, and rejoiced in the 
Joving-kindnefs of the Lord. V 

5th-day 12th, attended the quarterly meeting for 
worfhip and difcipline at the fame place where the 
two foregoing feleft meetings were held. The 
l^th, a meeting was appointed for us at Ofwego* 
woich was a pretty full meeting, in which the cur- 
rent of gofpel love, power, and utterance, flowed 
freely and refreihingly ; it was indeed a precious 
opportunity, and ought to be remembered with 
thaiakfulnefs to the great Opener and Leader, who, 
out of weaknefs, makes ftrong.-— Blefled be the 
Lord. The next day were at a meeting at Ap« 
poughquague, and 15th, being firft-day, we were 
again at meeting at reachpond, on fecond-day at 
the valley, and third-day at one called the upper- 
meeting, held at Ifaiah Hoag's, which was a very 
ezercifing meeting ; but, after deep travail, we were 
affifted and enabled to found an alarm among them 
in a degree of gofpel authority ; and though I be* 
lieve we felt truth, and the feea of life under oppref- 
fion ; yet as we lay low with it, and were made 
willing to fufFer with it, we were enabled to witnefs 
it to reign in dominion over all. 

Fourth-day, i8th. Were at the monthly meeting 
at Nine partners; fome clofe exercife attended the 
fore part of this meeting, in fllent fuflering with the 
fuffering feed, but truth rofe into dominion to the 
joy of our fouls, wherein we had to call the people 
to an inward, awful ftillnefs, and attention, left 
they be difappointed as to meeting v}V\v xJcve; tw^aSist 
of our aSkmhlkSf and alfo as to \>tvti?^>aw«S>xt^. 
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With or by the true gofpel miniftry ; for thofe who 
can only run when the Lord fends them, are often 
doled up in profound filence by the outward expec- 
tations of the people, not having liberty, as they 
keep to the openings and (huttings of him who has 
the key of David, to gratify thofe itching ears.—' 
This and confiderable more they were reminded of. 
In the meeting for difcipline, both men's and wo- 
men's, (for we were concerned to go into theirs) 
they were advifed to keep to their own gifts, and 
not depend upon one another, to the negleft of oc- 
cupying their own talents, left they as individuals, 
and the meeting at large, fufFer Ibis thereby, and 
feme forward fpirits be pufhed forward into too 
great adlivity in a formal manner by the backward- 
nefs and withholding of others. Friends were ad- 
vifed to be no longer grafping after things unnecef- 
lary ; for the procuring of them leads us into much 
care, cumber, and expenfe of time, thereby en- 
croaching upon the time we ought to fpend at meet- 
ings, vifiting the fick, &c. and cuts us off from 
fufficient time for inward retirement- in our families, 
as well as taking care of the affairs of the church. 
Now all thefe (ervices, when rightly engaged in, 
greatly tend to our growth and refinement, and real 
comfort and happinefs in this life and hereafter ; as 
alfo to the promotion of the caufe of truth in the 
earth. Oh ! how mortals grovel here in earth and 
earth's perplexing cares, to their great lofs of more 
fubftantial enjoyments ; whereas, if willing to be 
bounded by the girdle of truth, we might have 
plenty of time for all our religious duties, and have 
fu£5icient to fpare to educate our children. We 
were alfo concerned to caution againft keeping fa- 
perfluities and gay things to fell to others. 

Fifth-day, 19th. Attended the adjournment of 

£lid meeting to pretty good fatisfa<5lion. 2pth, at- 

tcnded the Creek monthly meeting, after which we 

^ attended 
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attended meetings at Cloverick, Coeman's Patent, 
New Britain, Eaft-Hoofack, White Creek, Sarato- 
ga, and at a place called Pitts-Town, where there 
IS no fettled meeUng, which ended to good fatisfac- 
tion. 

On firft-day the jftli of 9th month, we attended 
meeting at Danby, where I thought truth triumphed 
and had the dominion ; many minds were reached 
and tendered. 2d day 6th, we appointed a meeting 
at a place called Durham, about I2 miles northward 
of Danby, of which notice was given, and we at- 
tended it accordingly, and had fatisfai^ory fervice 
therein, though among a people not much ac- 
quainted with Friends, and exceedingly outward 
in their expe£tations^ and unacquainted with the ad- 
vantage^ of inward waiting in folemn filence upou 
God. 

Fifth-day 9th. Attended the preparative meet- 
ing at Danby, at the clofe of which we fat a few 
minutes, the men and women together ; this was a 
little, comfortable feafon, divers minds being re- 
frefhed in this our parting opportunity. 6th day, 
1 0th of 9th month, we took our affetlipnate leave 
of our dear friends, and fet forward for home, ac- 
companied by our beloved friend E. S. My mind 
was much afiedted at and after parting with Friends, 
with great tenderuefs and tears of joy, which, for a 
confiderable fpace of time, flowed copioyfly from 
mine eyes. My mind was carried back to view the 
places where we had vifited, and my foul was mcltjed 
into ardent mental fupplication for the prefervation 
of Friends in general, and many individuals in par- 
ticular ; attended with fuch endeared afFeflion and 
brpkennefs of fpirit, as has rarely been my lot to 
witaefs for fo long a time together. Oh ! with 
what heart- felt fervency did I intercede for the help 
and prefervation of the little flock and faaivl^ vc^ 
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and down in the world ! the eameft requefts that 
I was enabled to put up for the inftruftion and di- 
vine affiftance of the many mefiengers of the Lord 
which are running to ana fro in the earth among 
the people, that their labours may prove fucce&fiil, 
and benefit the fouls of mankind : indeed the Ian- 
gii:^e of folemn fupplication ran powerfully through 
my miiid with a melting feniibility for all ; that 
the dead might be raifed, quickened, and made alive, 
in that life which is hid with Chrifl in God. Many 
individuals of my acquaintance, both in places 
where I had vifited abroad, and alfo at home in our 
own and neighbouring monthly meetings, came 
frefh into my remembrance, with fuch ardency of 
defire, and breathings of foul, for their growth, pre- 
fervation, and improvement, as will not readily be 
conceived by fuch as have not felt the fame. Yea, 
my defires for them 'were conceived in intelligent 
language, in the fecret of my foul, in a number of 
little, ihort, though fweet and melting requefts for 
one after another, as the Father of Spirits brought 
them to my remembrance. Oh I how often did it 
flow through me as a fh'eam of life on this wife : 

* O moft mighty and omnipotent Lord God, com- 
' milliongil^thine holy angels to attend and guard 

* thy exercifed Pilgrims through this vale of tears : 

* let cherubims and feraphims encamp about and 

* furround the little hoft of militants, thy wreftling 

* feed while here on earth, and for evermore.' Oh ! 
how* did my bofom heave with fwelling tides of joy 
and divine delight ! yea all that was in me moved ! 
—my head, my heart, yea, my whole man feemed 
encircled round with fpirituai attendants ! whofe 
melodious and extatic fongs of praife enraptured 
my foul, and lifted me above all earth's tumultuous 
cares, and all its fading joys ! and in the midft of this 
triumphant adoration, my eyes were opened to fee 
and view the depths of fuflFerings and abafement 

which my /bul had paffed through in my vifit j then 

did 
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did I fee that the truewreftling-feed of Jacobean never 
rejoice, but through fufierin^ ; abound but through 
abafement ; nor live and reign with the Lamb that 
was dead and is alive, but through death. I then was 
given to behold as it were around me, as I rode on 
the way,an innumerable multitude of glorified fpirits ; 
and it was faid in the center of my (oul, * thefe are 

* they which cameout of great tribulation,haYewafh* 

* ed their robes, and made them white, in the blood 

* of the Lamb,*J their ever-living Redeemer. I 
faw that I muft yet longer endure the cup of fuf- 
ferings in this houfe of clay, if I would join the 
fongs of thofe ranfomed fouls in never-ending an- 
thems of praife ; to which I bowed my be^anil 
heart, faying Lord, let not thine eye pity, nor thy 
hand fpare, until thou haft done away all that 
offends in me, and brought forth judgment unto 
victory in my foul: and when I had thus fubmitted 
and offered up body, foul and fpirit, into his holy 
hands, a willing facrifice, it was Ihewod me how 
good it had been for me that I had fo deeply fufier- 
ed ; and that, had it been otherwife, I fliould have 
mifled of this feaiA o( fat things. Next it was 
ihewed me, that though 1 had not altogether done 
the beft that I might have done while on this vifitft 
yet that I had been preferved in the meeknefs, 
iittlenefs, and humility ; and, to my inexpreffible 
fatisfa£lion, I was alfo mewed, and made to fee, feel, 
and know, that nothing was laid to my charge as 
an offence to ftand againft me ; but feeling there 
was now no condemnation to my foul, I was made 
to join the heavenly harmony ; and, in that angeh'c 
fpring of adoration which [ felt,, my foul within 
me li^pt for joy, and, at the end of this tranfport* 
ing chorus, my inmoft language was—* fing praifes, 

' iing praifes, fing praifes, Amen, Amen, halle- 
* lujah !* At which it feemeJ as if the whole ex- 
panfe of heaven rang with acclamations of joy, 

L thankfgJLxuv^-fc 

jRev. yii,i4. 
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thankfgiving and praife ! After which I again had 
freedom to enter into innocent and pleafant conver- 
fation with my two friends, which I had not done 
for miles beforef as we rode on the way ; but I kept 
the vifion pretty much to myfelf, fave what of its 
efie£ts they diurovered in my countenance, and the 
tears I had ihed, which I had not power to retrain. 
Lord, never fuffer me to forget thy favours and 
divine coiximunications-^but as thou haft begun to 
clothe my mind with humility, be pleafed more and 
more to center me deep into it ; that I may wear it 
as a garment for ever. 

We rode over the green mountain this day, in 
the ftate of Vermont, through which it runs, the 
name is taken from it, importing a green mount ; it 
is called about thirty miles over.— Lodged in Townf- 
end. 7th day iith, we rode near forty miles to 
Richmond, ift day 12th, we attended Friends 
meeting at Richmond, td day igth» we rode 
forty-five miles, and on 3d day 14th of 9tb month, 
home. Was thankfully rejoiced to find my dear 
wife and family well, having been from home eight 
weeks yefterday, rode about eight hundred miles, 
and attended religious meetings forty dayl 
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CHAP. VII. 

■ 

Projpen of vlfiting Friends of Pennfylvama and 
riew-ferfey. Exerctfes and Jicknejs preceding bin 
journey^ and occurrences therein, 

I 

AFTER ttij return from the foregoing vifit to 
Friends of Oblong and Nine-Partners quar^ 
terly meetings, I had to pafs through much proba* 
tionary leannefs and inward want, and at times 
through deep and various exercifes ; but I had not 
been long at home, before a concern began to revive 
and fpread in my mind, which I had had fome view 
of for feveral years, to wit, to make a vifit to 
Friends of Peniifylvania and New* Jeriiey ; and at 
times it was freih with me, but without a clear 
profpeA of the time when. Thus time pailed on ; 
and in fome of our meetings for worfliip, the wiei^ht 
of the fervice would reft upon me as fomethmg 
almoft too great for my weak ftate: butt was 
nioftly fiivoured to fee that ability for fuch fervices 
was not in the creature, but in Uod ; and then I 
could caft my care on him alone, and give up ; and 
thtisfubmittingt I felt or faw but little about it for 
fome length of time ; but about the 4th, 5th, and 
'6th months, 17S5, it was much with me ; but yet 
I could not fee clearly about the time when to 
proceed. And at our yearly meeting at Newport, 
in the 6th month, as I fat in a meeting for worfliip 
one day, it revived with the moft clearnefs that I 
had ever feen it, infomuch that I had a query in my 
mind, whether it would not be ripe to proceed to 
the yearly meeting at Philadelphia in the 9th month 
following, bur this paf&ng off, I thought I would 
not yet open it to any perfon. But after this meet- 
ing my dear friafid Jofeph Mitchell alked me if I 
had not fome thoughts of going to Peniifylvania 
&c. on a religious vjfit. 1 anfweied \v\rci> ^ \>kk^^ 
* bad fucb tbouuhts. but believe no\>QdLN v^o^Ji^^^^ 



K>4 - JOURNAL OF 

* have known any thing of it, had not the queftion 
' been put to me. He told me he felt fuch an en- 
gagement to alk me, that he believed it was right 
n>r him fo to do, and then he opened hi$ profpeft 
of fuch a vifity which agreed with mine ; and told 
me it had been with him in the meeting we had juft 
fat in, more feelingiy than at almoft any other time. 
So we concluded to keep our profpe&s very much 
in our own bofoms ; and after a few days we had a 
few words more together, when I found he had felt 
but little of it fince we converfed about it ; but 
before our yearly meeting end«d,- I had fome frefli 
revivak of it again* 

About this time I had fome trying exercifes in 
the courfe of my pra£tice of phyUck ; but I found 
patience sms good in thefe cafes, and that divine 
wifdom was profitable to diredt therein. I think 
I may alfo mention, that, after all my paft experi- 
ence of heaveilly good and divine favour, I had to 
' encounter fome dF the moft trying and potently 
preffing temptations of my foul s enemy^ that ever 
I endured ; even fo that [often for months almoft 
defpaired of overcoming. Let him that thinketh 
he ftandeth, be not high-minded ; but fear. Let 
none think themfelves fafe off the watch, becaufe^ 
of any degree of attainment and favour. The 
watch-tower remains to be our place of fafety ; nei- 
ther let any honeft mind be too much diflieartened 
at the aflaults of Satan.-— There is a power above 
him, and he that cleaves clofe to it ihall know a 
vidiory over all the powers of darknefs, and therein 
witnefs that there is no enchantment againft the 
rightly wreftling Jacob, nor divination agamft God's 
faithful, dependent, perfeveriiig Ifrael.— This I think 
my foul has a right to fet its kal t«>, as I have ever 
come off vidorious, when I have not turned niy 
hack upon the light, our divme Leader. Sing, O 
je heavens ! and O ye pilgrims oxilYi^tMxVv\t.y^\cfc^ 
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and triumph ! for ftrong and invincible is the God 
of our Salvation ; and abundantly fufficient for 
our help is the ^race afForded us 1— let all but keep 
to it» and then ufe are their fteppings, and fure their 
prefervation— for, however fevcre their trials^ the 
Lord will be near them ; and indeed in the midft 
of temptation he will often lift up a ftandard that 
ihall vanquiih all the influence of every evil fpirit, 
and fet the foul on the everlafting founuations, that 
cannot be ihaken.--*0, how often did the unflum- 
bering Shepherd of Ifrael, the great Bifhop of fouls, 
arife for my deliverance, when I feemed to myfdf 
juft ready to fall a victim to the grand adveriary ! 
how did he, not only give power of refiftance ; 
but fill my foul with the overflowing of his love, 
beyond all expreffion ! worthy for ever to be waited 
for, worfhipped, and obeyed, is the Lord, theGodof 
Ifrael ; the mighty Friend of the faithful 1 

My profpe£t$ of a vifit to Pennfylvania, &c. con- 
tinuing, and the time to proceed therein appearing 
to me to be fome time preceding the yearly meeting 
at Philadelphia 1786, 1 endeavoured to be given up 
to it ; but the thoughts of parting with my dear 
wife, and tender little children, wrought fo upoa 
me, that I feemed to hold back again, after giving 
up feveral times, until in the winter preceding faiq 
yearly meeting, I was vifited with fevere ficknefs 
for a month, inforauch that many thought I ihould 
not recover. In the time of tliis illnefs 1 intelligibly 
heard in the fecret of my foul, in filence and ftiU- 
nefs, this awful language, * fet thine houfe in order, 
* for thou ihalt die and not live.'* This, though 
plain and alarming, did not at all ftrike my mind 
with a belief that 1 was foon to leave the body } 
but two things feemed fpecially to befet before tatie: ift, 
Though I had a written will by me, very hearly agree- 
able to my mind; yet as it was not c^^qaX.^ V^. otm^ 

L 3 SjwyS^ 

* 9Kingsxx« !• 
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fenfe of the word, * fet thine houfe in order/ was 
to me as much as * make thy will ;' whereupon I 
fent for a Friend, who by my defire, and according 
to my direSion, wrote another for me* which wais 
foon iigned and witnefled, to my fatisfadion. 2d, I 
was fully (atisfied that it was the Lord's will that I 
ihould oe given up to the viiit mentioned above, 
and that 1 fhould fet my houfe in fuch wrder as to 
leave my family and affairs. Upon this I gave up 
fully to the heavenly vifion, and never afterward 
turned my back upon it, nor dased to depart from 
my covenant,. * that if he would be my God, be 

* witli me, and preferve me and mine, I would be 
'his fervant and follow him whitherfoever he pleafed 
' to lead me.* However, though I durft not refufe 
to £o on his errand, I often had low times, wherein 
I almoft loft fight of the once clear profpedi ; yet 
it would again and again revive in fuch a manner as 
convinced me that my peace was in it, and even 
that my livelihood, fpiritually, as much confifted in 
faithfully labouring for daily bread, and that in the 
way of truth's requirings, as my outward living or 
fupport depended on an honeft induftry. For if 
we will not improve our ftrength and abilities to 
this purpofe, then * the'fluggard, that will not plow, 

* fhall beg in harveft and have nothing ;'t and on 
the other hand, though we labour ever fo eameflly, 
if the Lord withholds his bleffing, how fruitlefs are 
all our labours ! — ^fo in fpirituals — ' the man is not 
' without the woman, nor the woman without the 
' man in the Lord ;'* i. e. Chrift is not without 
the church, nor the church without him in tlie 
work of religion ; nor indeed is any individual foul 
without him, nor he without that individual, in the 
work of iaivation ; but he work«th in the ibul, 
and through him the foul worketh out its own iai- 
vation. Here is a blefled co-operation ; and the 

wry i^ton why the cieaUiie caa and does, in a 

t Prov. XX. 4« * I Cot • >A- w-^ 
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fcnfe, WJBif'i cut his own falvationf-^h becanfe God 
worketh in bim^ begetting the will, and giving ability 
to do the Jeed ; but if after all, be will mt^ it will 
£u:e with him as with Jerufalem, who might often 
have been gathered, but they would not ; whereford 
their houfe was left unto them defolate, 9nd. tlie 
things that belonged to their peace hid from their 
eyes. 

. Now, after paffing through various exercifes, 
and finally witneffin^ a full fubmiffion to the divine 
will, in regard to giving up all to follow him, in 
this religious vifit, and obtaining the approbation of 
our monthly and quarterly meetings, I took leave 
of my dear wife, and tenaer h'ttle children, in the 
fear of the Lord, and in fuUnefs of endeared natural 
affedtion^ on the 21ft of the 7th month 1786, and 
rode to Providence, thence next day to South-King-* 
flon ; next day, being ift of the week, i met my 
bebved friend Jofeph Mitchell, and, after meeting, 
we rode on to Stoningtown in the ftate of Connec- 
ticut, and next day to New-London, — and thence 
by water to Southold on Long- Ifland, next day rode 
about fifty miles, and towards noon the day follow- 
ing, got to Bethpage, and, on the morrow, attend- 
ed a meeting appointed for us there. Jofeph had 
good fervice-*<l was (liut up as to words, but had 
clear openings. It is lometimes wifely ordeied, 
that precious and divine openings are treafured up in 
the Lord's treafury ; but how dangerous would it 
be to fquander them away, and lavifh them out 
among people, only becaufe we are favoured with 
the openings, however clear and even inftruftive, 
without the word of command, and the divine ne- 
ceffity, to deliver them to the people/ 

Next day we got to Weftbury quai[terly meeting ; 
on 6th-day Jofeph faid a little to ^oo& "^mx^^^ 
nmong tbcm in the meeting for ^(cv^^tv^> ^^^ >^ 
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few words at the adjournment of the feledt meet' 
ing ; but I was filent through all the meetings. 
7tn-day we bad a meeting at Oyfter-Bay, and 
, another at Matinicock in the' afternoon-— the firft 
was heavy^ but the one at M atinicock was more fa- 
vourable, and 1 believe wejboth had fome favourable 
fervice there, to the lukewarm and carelefs, and in 
the way of encouragement to a few fincere-hearted 
worfhippers, 

Firft-day we were at Weftbury, to good fatisfao* 
tion ; called many to a deeper exercife, and feelingly 
invited the youth to a life of religion. 2nd-day we 
had a meeting at Cow-Neck, a pretty favoured 
time, though we both had to fearch JerufaJem, as 
it were, with candies, and to drop things very clofe 
and urgent ; yet we alfo had the comrortable lan- 
guage of invitation and encouragement to the dear 
youth, fome of whom feemed tenderly afie<^ed. 
Before this meeting we had a family opportunity in 
the morning at a Friend's houfe, and had to labour 
againd a fpirit of grandeur, and high-mindednefs, 
and felt great peace in the faithful difcharge of our 
duty, and efpecially in a fpring of living encourage- 
ment to a fteady perfeverance in true humility and 
meeknefs, which flowed frefh and lively to a few 
prefent, who we felt to be already in a good degree 
enamoured with a profpe£l thereof, jd-day we had 
a meeting at the widow Mott*s, an elderly Friend, 
5th-day, being the 3d of the 8th month, we attend- 
ed Flufhing monthly meeting ; a mournful time it 
was to me, though Jofeph had to found a little 
alarm among them. We went the next day to 
Newtown, where a meeting was appointed for us. 
Few Friends live here.'^-'I thought, as I Was fpeak- 
ing, according to dear openings, the matter was too 
deep for -mbft prefent ; and therefore as if I, poor 
weak w6rm;. could fteer tn^ ovf tv oouKe better thati 
the great Filoi^ or better iu\X ixi^ Wcyy&AK> ^t^ 
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ftates of the people, I fteppied afide from the open^^ 
ing, and wifh a view to condefcend to the people's 
conditions, ftruck upon more familiar and more 
common matters, in illuftratin^ truth's gradual 
teachings ; but alas I I found ^ it is truly mt in man 
that nvalketh to direfi his ownJiep$ in this great work, 
for inftead of in(lru£ting the people in it, I foon 
dried up the fpring of life I felt before ; and I fat 
down in a degree of (hame and confufton, being 
taught thereby to truji in the Lord with all my hearty 
rnnd lean not to my own underftanding. 

After this went to New- York, it being feventh- 
day, and Friends holding two meetings there of 
courfe on ifirft-day, '' (laid until then, at both which 
Jofeph had pretty good fervice, but I was entirely 
ihut up in' filence* . Third-day 8th, had^a meeting 
at Rahway — my dear companion was favoured in a 
clofe fearching teftimony to fome, and comfortable 
encouragement to others. A wide field of doctrine 
was opened :beibre me, wherein, .for fome time, I 
eicpedled it would be my lot to labour ; but as I 
waited, not willing to proceed in the opening how- 
ever clear, without the word of command^ it clofed 
again ; fo I was filent, fave that I juft informed the 
meeting how it had been with me. 4th-day 9thy 
we attended Friends preparative meeting at Plain- 
field ; my mouth was opened in an alarming tefti- 
mony among, them in the meeting for wor{hi|H— and 
Jofeph's in folemn fupplication that the laji days 
of fuch ashad long been gathering ruft, might, by 
the fire and the hammer, be their beft days. 6th- 
da.y nth, had an exercifing meeting at Shrewft>ury. 
7th-day I2th, we had a meeting at Squancum. 

Firft-day, 13th. We were at Squan meeting ; it 
was a very ftripping time to me. — 3d- day 15th, had 
a very laborious meeting at Barnagat, x\\o\3l^ 'a.^e^^i 

* Jer. X. 23. 
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excrcifi^ Friends belong there. — ^4th-da3r i6tTi, 
another fuch at Little Egg-Harbour — here we faw 
our ancient worthy friend Ann Guant, who had 
twice vifited New-England in the work of the mi- 
niftry — (he feemed lively in old age, and her com* 
pany was pleafant. 5th day lyth^ we attended 
their mid-week meeting at Great Egg-Harbour, 
were Jofepb had good (^rvice. 6th-day i8th, had 
a meeting at the other meeting-houfe in Great Egg- 
Harbour — here it was my lot to have a good open 
time both in teftimony and fupplication. 7th-day 
19th, had another open meeting at Cape- May in 
the morning, to pretty good fatisfa&ion. Hence we 
rode to Mark Reeve*s in Cohanfey. We fourfd 
him recovering from great bodily illnefs, and in a 
fweet difpofition of mind. He was one of the firft 
travellers whofe miniftry was powerfully reaching 
to my mind, when he was in our parts many years 
paft on a religious vifit with Stephen Comfort. It 
was very comfortable to be a little in company and 
fweet convetfation with the only one of the two 
how living. ■ •. 

Firft-day, 20th. We attended their meeting hdd 
at Greenwich, and-day 21ft, we bad a meeting 
at Alloways- Creek. The ftate of fuch ^s thought 
themfelves rich and inct egfed in goods, &c. and yet 
had too much negleded to buy ' gold tried in the 

• fire,' that they might be rich, and • white rai- 

* ment,' that they might be clothed, fprang frefhin 
my mind ; yet I believe there is a remnant among 
them who are in a good degree alive in the truth 
—may thefe be ftrcngihened, and their number in- 
creafed.— This meeting, though very painful and 
dull in the fore part, was comfortably refreftiing in 
the conclufion.' 3d-day 2 2d, we. had' a bleOed, hea'- 
venly meeting at Salem, though my dear compa^ 

nion W3M quite fliut up ; but m^ mind was much 
opened and enlarged •, and mucYi \ VvjA x^ ^ ^ctvcjjc^ 



JOB SCOTT. Ill 

them in the flowings of divine favour.— Blefled be 
the great helper. 4th>-day 23d, we had another fa- 
voured meeting at Piles- Grove«— at leaft my own 
way feemedvery open, and my mind favoured in a 
comfortable dcffrec, after fome time of exercife in 
lilence ; but Jofeph was ftlU fhut up. cth-day 
24th, had a. good open meeting at Upper-Green- 
wich» where truth favoured with matter and utter- 
^cCi to pretty good fatisfa(Stion. 6th-day a^th, 
we had another pretty good meeting at Woodbury, 
though I did not feel quite fo well fatisfied with my 
own teftimony as at fome other times ; yet I had a 
degree of {^eace. 7th day adth, we attended the fe- 
leA quarterly meeting at Burlington. Firft-day 
27tli» attended the fore and afternoon meetings for 
worfliip, fufiering great inward want and diftrefs : 
but through a degree of patience, was enabled to 
endure it. Jofeph feemed comfortable, had a little 
to do in the meeting, and could converfe pleafantly 
with his friends after it ; while I was fo ihut up 
that, though fome of them felt near to me, I could 
fcarce ufe any freedom with any of them ; indeed 
I feared they would think my referve was afFe£led ; 
but truly it was not ; I tried divers times to ufe a 
little pleafant freedom ; but the more 1 tried, the 
more referved and (hut up I felt, and even feemed 
to m^felf to ad like a fool when I attempted to ufe 
freedom ; therefore 1 gave up to be as 1 could be, 
and to endui-e this (hutting up with all the patience 
I poffibly could, as from the hand of God, for 
what purpofe I knew not. 

Second-day, aStb.. Attended the quarterly meet- 
ing9 going into it under great weaknefs and want t 
but foon after fitting down, the power of the word 
of life arofe, in fre(hneis and dominion, with an 
opening clear and living ; wherein I felt a necefSty 
. to Aand up and proclaim the word oC the \jox&iaccci^Ti^ 
ibtm* . MiU.it being Si very laiSj^ oittusx^^ ^^ 
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feveral great and eminent minifters of thegofpel 
prefent, it was no fmall crois to me to appear among 
them, however I was pretty foon made willing to 
yield to the prei&ng motions of truth, and therein 
ftanding up, was ^voured to fpeak clofely to the 
ftates of^fuch as had not heen faithful to divine ma- 
nifeftations, and even fome who had known their 
heads to be crowned as it were with crowns of gold, 
and yet had fo fallen &ort, that, if they did not 
arife and trim their lamps, I believed the kingdom 
would be rent from them, their crowns taken from 
their heads, and given to others that were better 
than they ; but I had alfo a comfortable profpe£l 
of many truly tender religious minds prefent, and 
hopeful young people a valuable number ; and it 
opened in me to fay, I believed the children were 
already bom who would live to fee a better day, 
and enjoy the overfpreading canopy of divine love 
in a more eminent degree, through faithfulnefs, 
tlian what many now do. It was a precious and 
heavenly opportunity, and divers living teftimonies 
were borne by brethren prefent, to the rejoicing of 
many l>earts. 

Third- day, 29th. We attended the youth's meet- 
ing at this place — a large, comfortable, inftru£tive 
meeting it was. We were both filent ; but truth's 
teftimony was iivingly declared by two or three 
gofpel minifters of this land, or of Pennfylvania : 
after which we attended the adjournment of the fe- 
le£t meeting to a good degree of fatisfadion. 4th- 
day 30th, were at the fele6t quarterly meeting at the 
Falls, for Bucks County in Pennjfylvania, where 
we had fome clofe hints to drop ; but hope there is 
a living remnant among them, 5th-day 31ft, at- 
tended their quarteily meeting, where my mind wat 
A soured in teftimony to the glorious gofpel ot 
Chriih, as eScAuMy witnefficA \\\ ^Tvd b^ mfiuiy in 
cur aad our fbre-fatners da\s\ aad N«iVvvdtk, .*» \>atr 



JOB SCOTT. U3 

lieve, will yet more abundantly be witnefled among 
the nations ; for I do believe ttie Lord is arifing to 
fliake terribly the earth, and that multitudes will 
be brought to the inward knowledge of this glorious 
truth, * Chrift in you, the hope of glory/* Jofiq^h 
was filent in the meeting for publick worihip; Imt 
our dear friend John Lloyd bore a living teftimony 
among us, and a good time it was. 

Sixth-day, 9th month ift. Attended the youtli^s 
meeting here — a, pretty favoured tiit^e on the whole 
— Jofeph had good fervice in lively teftimony 
amone them. I was quite, calm and eafy, without 
a word in that way. After this we attended the ad^ 
jouroment of the (tltSt meeting to pretty good fa* 
tisfaAion. 7th-day, 2d of the month, we had a 
meeting at Makeheld, where after deep exercife, 
truth rofe at length into great dominion, and divers 
living teftimonies were borne to the great tendering 
ef many minds, efpecially among tlie vouth— -ma- 
ny of whom were prefent, and preffingly and, pow- 
erfully perfuaded to choofe the Lord for their 
portion. Indeed it was a precious time to them, 
and a large number of them were very much reach- 
ed and broken— may they live under a fenfe of it. 
-— Backfliders were alfo preifingly warned, and truth 
was over all— 4>lefled be the powerful helper of the 
truly dependant, for he is their only hope, and their 
lock of defence in all their exercifes; and they learn 
and know, from multiplied experience, that with- 
out him they can do nothing in a religious line,; 
that will either pieafe him, or profit the people or 
their own fouls. But O, the wonderful and inex- 
preffible light, life, power, and dominion, wherein 
he arifes at times for the help, comfort, and encou- 
ragement of his faithful fervants ! Words fall ihort 
in expreffion thereof, and language cannot reach 
it I therefore bow, O my foul| in &\ccv\^ \v>9ss^^ 

Colof, i. %j. 
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prbftratiop, and reverential gratitude and awe before 
Kim, the Lord God omnipotent that reigncth; ble6 
'hTm/praife him, and adore him for ever ; for he is 
worthy to be fought unto, trufted in, worfliipped, 
and obeyed, and that by the whole houfe of Ifrael, 
can my foul, in feeling thankfulnefs and awful fen- 
fibility, at this time teitify and declare ! Amen. 

Firft-day 3d. At a meeting at PImnftead we 
fuficred long ; but at length we felt relieved, the 
unfaithftil were admonifhed, the youth invited, and 
the heavy-Kearted encouraged : it was a heavenly 
time ; light and life was felt triumphing over death 
and darknefs ! — what fhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits ? Let us lie low before him, 
feel our dependancy upon him, and never prefume 
to move in his great work without his affiftance. 

Second^day 4th. I went with my companion to 
the monthly meeting at Buckingham, but he being 
much unwell with a fever, which had been pre- 
ceded with an aguifh paroxyfm, left the meeting 
foon after our fitting down : my mind was (hut up, 
• and that too, under great exercife ; but after long 
waiting, I had fome pretty bright openings^ whereiii 
I found ftrength to (land up, and was richly favoured 
ivith Truth's help, and I hope to fome real ufeful- 
nefs to the Friends and people prefcnt. In the 
meeting for bufinefs I found much to do among 
them ; though I was very fenfible of a living con- 
cerned remnant there. 

Third-day 5th of oth mo. I left my dear com- 
panioti at pur friend Thomas ISmith'^, unable to ride 
much,ahd went to the monthly meeting at WHghts- 
town^ where Truth after a time of humble wait- 
''igf Tok into good authority, wherein 1 rejoiced to 
/eel the great Matter ftill owtv\t\^ \xs x.o be his peo- 
ple, dnd favouring us with b\% Vi^3ktx-d«wW^V^^- 
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fence. — I was confiderably drawn out in. teftimony, 
and ardent fupplication among them af this meet* 
ing; and in the meeting for'church difcip^nc, had 
to labour a little to promote plainnefs, and good 
order in fome other refpcfts, and had peace in my 
labours. 

Fourth-day 6th. Without my companion (he 
beine ftill unwell) I attended the Falls monthly 
meetrng, to pretty good fatisfadlion, though 1 had 
clofe fearching labour with them, and in the meet- 
ing for bufinefs alfo. 5th-day 7th, 1 attended Mid- 
dletown monthly meeting to pretty good fatisfac- 
tion. 6th-day 8th, went back to fee my dear com- 
panion, founa him better, and was rejoiced to fee 
hun. 7'th-day 9th, I had /meeting at" Briftol, but 
was (hut up in (ilence, except juft to tell them of 
their want of inward gathering. 

Firft-day loth. I went, accompanied by my dear 
friends. James Moon and James Simpfon,to Tren-, 
ton,., in Weft-Jerfey, where :^ pretty large number 
of people, not of our fociety, attended the meet- 
ing ; they fat very attentive and quiet, and I was 
largely opened amone them in the do£trine$ of 
truth. The people leemed fomewhat reached : I 
truft it was a good meeting to many ; however, I 
did not feel truth to reign m dominion over all, as 
at fome other times; therefore, finding the truth 
of the fcripture aflertion, * ye have need of pa- 

• tience, that, after ye have done the will of God,' 

* ye might receive the promife/f 

2dt;day iith. I had a pretty good meeting at a 
place called Stonybrook; and though it was long 
filent,' yet at length through deep exercife, truth 
rofe and brought comfort to fome of our minds. 

M 2 nre^*.- 
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THird-d:iy nth. Had a little meeting at Upper- 
Freehold* called Robins's meeting. Our labour 
'was hard, in filence, but in the cbnclufion a little 
life fpreaff over us, and a number were pretty much 
leachedy and broken into tenderneis and contrition. 

Fourth-day 13th. Had a very heavenly meeting 
at a fchool-nouie, Upper- Freehold, which was a 
great comfort to my mind, and I truft to many 
more ; for truth was over all, praifed be the name 
of the Lord !-»In the afternoon we had another 
meeting at a place called Amey's-town, in which 
we fiit long in (Uence; but near the dofe I ihjod 
up and exprefied a few words, pointing the people 
to Chrift in fpirit, after which my friend James 
Simpfon had confiderable to fay, and 1 truftthe meet« 
ing ended well. 

Fifth-day 14th. We had a meeting at Chefter- 
field, dilea alfo Croflwicks — I {at long in filence— 
jaany prefentations attended my mind, but as I 
waited for the word of life^ I faw there were many 
fuUeAs on which a man might either mufe or fpeak 
-*-divers fields of do£krine— a large fcope for cb<Mce 
«ii^ut, alas I we cannot choofe aright for ourfelvcs, 
any more than we know what to pray for without 
al&(buice. So I was made willing to reje& all thefie 
Hlfe openings, however beautiful; and, finking 
down mto the filence of all fle(h, it was freflily 
brought to mind, ever remember, when thouap- 
proadieft before thy God in order to wor(bip him, 
diat of thyfelf thou canft do nothine ; that thy bu* 
finds is to wait in true filence, breaming to him fi>r 
hdp and inftruAion, notprefuming toftir him upi 
or awake him before he pleafe, nor to form untb 
thyfdf a graven image, or warm thyfelf by the 
iparks of toy own kindling, left thou lie down in 
wrrow. It thou fcelcft tt\^ m\«d e^ct fo emptr 
saJkuTtn, kcq> in true re%\aX\Qa^ Vt©? ^^ hwA 
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of. his patience, and he will ^keqp thee.in the hour 
Qf temptatjibn. Watch and pray cc^titiriu^nyr^ juid 
trufl in the Lord with all thine heart, andL'lean ,npt 
to thine own underftaiiding. After fitting, fome time 
under the frefli revival of thefe things in the meetiiig 
this day, I flood up and declared how it had been 
with me. in this meeting.-r-This afternoon .we 
had a very painful, meeting at Bordentowni in 
which we laboured and had pea^e. 

,Sixth*day 15th. Had a meeting at Mans$eld« 
Neck. Here the feed was under . fufferings too 
many prefent fat idle, and h'ved too carelefs and un- 
concerned lives ; and, after a feafon of fujSering in 
(iJence, truth triumphed over all, and God gave 
us the dominion, the vi£tory, and rejoicing;— a 
heavenly time it was indeed ; tne faithful were com- 
forted and encouraged ; the lukewarm warned, and 
called to awake and arife from their Wds of eaie, 
that Chrift might give them light; and the dear 
youth movingly periuaded to'foriake all, and comf 
and follow Jefus: come, tafte and fee that the I^Qr4 
is good. Many minds w.ere much readied, .texicler- 
ed, and encouraged — O, my {bul, remenil'e'r, and 
adore him for all his favours, aqd for ev^ry fd^ 
watering and dew-defcending feafon. 

Seventh- day i6th. An exercifing meeting itt 
Mansfield. — ift-day i7tli, I attended the meeting 
dt. Upper- Springfield, which, though through fome 
exercife in the beginning, was a good comfortable 
meeting, trudi reigning over all. In the afternoop 
I had a filent mectuig at a place called the Mouixt,^ 
it. was pretty large, and fcarce any exercife appeared 
to reft on the minds of the people. — s^d-day i8th^ 
1 had' a painful, jret, in the end^ a comfortab^ 
meeting: at Old- Springfield, where met me my dca;^ 
friend Jo'^"^ Simpfon, to join me a Ui^k \wxViifr. 



^^' 




•i8 jOURNAtOF 



weMilj feriKce before tne, in the aUenoe of xof 
tDUCh beloved companion, who, he informed mcy 
mis^ very ill; and James* the brother of John, 
having left me; it v^as truly aeceptable to be loined 
by fo united a brother. In the afternoon we had a 
nieetingr tt Burlington* I was (hnt up in filence, 
which 18 the third filent meeting I have attended 
with Friends of that place, but dear John had good 
iervicet df which I was glad. 

Third-day 19th. We were fiivoured with a 
blefledy yea, an exceeding heavenly and watering 
opportunity at the houfe, and in the £imily of my 
«ar fnend John Hoikins, among his children. 
Advice and fupplication fkwed freely and power- 
ibUy to our great confolation together. After this 
we went to Mount-Holly, and attended a meeting 
idbat bad been appointed there for me : it ^as indeed 
a moft melting, £ivoured time ; exhortation and 
prayer were both eminently attended with life and 
divme authority. A more evident fulnefs of divine 
fuffidency in folemn fupplication peiiiaps I never 
luiew ; for which mV heart was and is awfully bow- 
ed to the God and Father of all our mercies, to 
'■ whom I bend the knee reverently, and acknowle^ 
him as my only helper, and all fufficient fupport-^ 
however, I had to fee that things were much out of 
^der at this place ; and was divinely enabled to point 
out and fpeak to feveral conditions, believing ipiri- 
lual Uindnefs had at leaft in part overtaken fodie 
^o bad once feen clearer — feme were lame, fome 
were baiting, fome I thought were greatlv withered, 
and fome I thought rejfembled the dryiomsy con- 
eeming which it was queried, * can thefe dry bones 
< life.*^Tp all thefe ftates I had to fpeak a wocd^of 
rqproof, of lamentation— and alfo of encoun^ement 
yet to hope ; to wait for and feek after ftrength» 
sindtberem to arife and prebfomavd*. <fat even die 
^ tMfs did-im: bat aitene iXL^ a\ia wiwa&«t^ 



word of perfuistlioii and encoura^ment flovredpowoh- 
fally to the tender youth, like -a mer of lifing 
water, through my foul to them i— bkfied be the 
Lord (as every £ivour. ■•■} 

After meeting we made a comfortable' vifit to our 
dear andent friend, the widow "of that worthy, felf« 
denying Taliant of the Lord, John Woolman, and 
to tiieir daughter, with her hufband and chiMrell, 
The widow was in a meek, humble, loving frame 
of mind : I think the Lord is with her, and believe 
he will be with her. 

» 

Fourth-day 20th. We had a meeting at Via- 
cent-Town, and, after long filence, I had townp 
m Rule as bitweiH the porch and the altar, and callea 
tbofe met with us to do the like— for I feared the 
heritage would be eiven to reproach, the heathen 
Tole over them, and fay among the people, where 
is their God. John joined me in founding an atarni ; 
■ and they were called to mourning, and to teach their 
children lamentation ! After meeting I rode back 
fo Mount- Holly, then to Burlington, fo crofled the 
Delaware to Briftol, and home with my dear anci- 
ent friend James Moon, who had been fo kind aa 
-thus far to accompany me. 

Next day, the 21ft, the good old man accompanied 
me to fee my companion, wliofe life we had lately 
been informed was quite defpaired of ; we found 
him very ill indeed, but yet I had a degree of hope, 
6thHlay 22d. Dear Jofeph isyet very dangeroufly 
fick, thoueh we hope a little alteration for the bet- 
ter.^— 7th diy 23d, I left him, and rode to Phila- 
delphia to the fele£t yearly meeting, which was 
VC17 large. 

Firft-dar 2^tb. I attended ^ tihteie tttbems^*--^ 
The £iil at Pittc-Strtei meetin^^Ykoult^ NiVtfstti ^^ 
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L(|i;Kk;;;b(iQg:|;q»pipufly:wi^^ mQ, opened cny moutt) 
kk te(litnony 4iid'fo|e|nn. fupplicadon ; m^^ny hearts 
were tendered, and ipy foul rejoiced — the Lord 
have all the glory. Our friend James Thornton 
was eminently favoured ia a powerful teftimony, 
a$ aifp in |h^ af^isrpppn at ,the Bank meeting; and 
6\xt^^2iX: friend, ^|^\iel;£mlen had a lively, time in a 
(hart; teilimony after James. In the evening-, at- 
tended M^rket-tSt;reet meeting, , where our worthy, 
friend John Storer, from Old-England, appeared 
with inftru£live clearnefs and fenfibility, both in 
prayer and teftimony. 

Second day 25tbi and Qd-day a6th. Attended 
(cveral fittings of the yearly meeting for bufinefs, 
and one fitting of the fele6i meeting, to pretty good 

f9.ti8fa£lion. 

, Fourth -day a 7 th. Word came of my dear com- 
panion, by two Phyficians who had been up to vifit 
him by mine and my friend's requeft, -that he de- 
parted this life, about an hour p3ft midnight this 
morning. This caufed indeed a clofe exercife, 
and brought me to an examination whether I had 
done right in leaving him; but, on mature con- 
fideration, I found peace in having fo done ; and 
divers valua'ble friends accompanying me, who felt 
engaged to leave the yearly meeting on the occafion, 
I went up to Buckingham in order to attend the. 
funeral. 

Fifth-day, 28th. We attended accordingly, and 
had, after the interment of the body, a large, Ihki* 
venly n;ieetit>g, divers living teffifnonies being bomf^.. 
to the power and efficacy.of tr^th, and (bmething^ 
by onie or two of his acquaintance, refpefling ^lie^'; 
j^^-avky, circumTpe6lion, and ufefulncfs of our dear* 
^jCeai^ir^nd. ffi¥li4^T 9^04^ g^^eration. I; troft 
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divers prefent, whofe hearts were melted aiid ten- 
dered together. After the meeting we returned to 
Philadelphia in order to attend the remaining fit- 
tings of the yearly meeting. 

20th and 30th. Attended feveral fittings of the* 
yearly meeting for bufinefs, had fome little fervices 
therein to a good degree of fatisfa^on ; the meet- 
ings being owned and crowned by the prefence. of 
the Lord of life and glory. 

loth month ift. and xft day of the week. At- 
tended a fitting of the feleft yearly meeting^, and 
the three meetings for wor(hip-— Pine-Street in the 
mbmihg— Market-Street afternoon— Bank in thW 
evening-— ill all which truth was in good dominion^ 
under the affifting influence whereof my way vnH 
open in gofpel hbours at each place, I hope to the 
roofing of fome» and ftrengthening of the hearts^ 
others* 

2d diiy of the week, and 2d of lOth month. 
The laft fittiilg of the (eleSt meeting was thii day 
clivinely ownra, as were divers of the preceding^ 
with the Lord's glory filling the inward temple of 
the fpiritual houie in fuch a manner, as to induce a 
living remnant to cry in the fecret of their fouls» 
' bleSed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
' Holanna in the higheft.'f In the courfe of this 
yearly meeting my mind was often bowed in a fenfe 
of the Lord's condefcendtng kindnefs, not only in 
fiivouring me with ftrength and ability, but alio in 
opening the hearts of many deeply experienced 
niinifters and elders, to receive and fympathize with 
mb in my labours— for which the holy Name be 
l^ifed^ and let all ever bow before lum. 

Third-&/ jd 1 began to de&cem^ Vnc^ tiv^^. 

t ftfatt. xxi. 9* 



122 JOURNAL OF 

open to leave Philadelphia; but I found no way 
out— fo went to the Bank week*day meeting, and 
was there filent.^— 4th-dav, attended the week-day 
meeting at Pine-Street; nad a good open time in 
founding an alarm to the hikewarm, and felt fweet 
inward peace.— 5th-day, was at Market- Street pre- 
parative meeting,, and was filent, but divers tefti- 
monies were borne in Truth's authority.— 6th day, 
I attended their monthly meeting, and was Jivingly 
and very unexpeftedly opened in Truth's teftiraony 
againft the love, fpirit, and friendfhip of the world, 
and to call Friencls into a labour in their families, 
and among their dear ofispring, this was exteniively 
an, alarming day, and I hope fome of them will 
profitably take the alarm. — ;My foul had great peace 
-^blcfled be the holy helper. — yth-day, vifited fome 
fjpDailies.— ift-day 8th, rode to Frankfort meeting, 
and there fuffered deeply in fpirit, but got fome re- 
lief by a clofe fearching teftimony among them ; 
yet remained uneafy, and returned fo to Philadel- 
phia.— 2d day 9th, attended the fele£l meeting to 
fpm^^^pod dpgree of fatisfadtion. — ^3d-day .lotn, I 
i^d a: meeting .at Frankfort; ' was fitent. until near 
thc^lQiTe, when I told them I. felt fomething prefent 
whrch exceedingly obftru6led the -arifing of life in. 
the riicetfng. In tlie afternoon we had a meeting 
at; Fair Hill— I was filent there. — ^4th-day iith, 
hzi 2J meeting at Germantovvn, in which my lot 
vrpis In filence. — 5th. day 12th, attended the youth's 
general QQeetijng at Biberry, and fuffered ftill in fi- 
lence, feeling myfelf as a ftranger, a pilgrim on the 
earth ^ ;^j\6^ in, the depth of my diftrefs, ffaid in my 
heart, Lprd," why haflthou thusforfaken me? thou 
koQweft I. have given up all that is near and dear to 
me in, this world, to follow thee and thy call into^ 
this land'; my;dedr wife and offspring I have left be- 
hind me, aiid come forth thus far into a land I knew 
f^^jS'/iJ^f f^fP appeal to thee, O my God^ that it 
4...pJii/^ ill otiedieiice to thy V\\V wA itoijo^xxv^^^ 
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Why then am I thus left? why fetl 1 mvfeliT h 
deftitute and forfaken of all good ? why (ee t no 
way caft up to walk in ? Thus," or to this RXifpofey 
I bemoaned my defolate condition, and fpread Aiy 
cafe before the JLord my God with tears,, but alf in 
a good degree of redgnation ; and after a little ibace, 
being fully fatisfied all would work for good, 1 was 
made willing to.be as poor, empty, and blind, as the 
Lord would have me to be, and all centred in this, 
* Not my will, but thine be done.' 

Sixth- day 13th. Was at a meeting Sappointed by 
two Friends from New- York government at Abing- 
ton, my ovm way being entirely (hut up, fo that I 
durft not prefume to appoint a meeting, nor yef to 
return home, though I often looked towards home, 
but It looked dark. So I (hould have quite ftojipedp 
had there not been a meeting for thofe two Friend's, 
which I thought I might fately attend ; but ftill fi- 
lence and fuffering was my lot; and yet the Lord 
was gracioufly pleafed to prefervc my foul in a go6d 
degree of patience under all. 

■ 

Seventh-day 1 4th. I went to a meeting appoint* 
ed for the aforefaid Friends at Horfeham, and re^ 
turned with my friend Jofhua Morris to his houfe 
at Abington.— ift-day 15th, was at Ahington meet- 
ing again, and (ilent in both, feeling great empti- 
nefi. It is the Lord^s hand, let nim do as he 
pleafeth, he will not do any thing for my harm.— 
2d day 16th, ftopt travelling; and waited on the 
Lord for dire6lion — towards night a little light 
arofe, and I thought I might eo on in the morning, 
if the way ihould continue ftill to be open. — 3d 
day 17th, I attended their meeting at Gynnedd, 
my tongue as it were cieavinc to the roof of my 
mouth. — 4th day 18th, 1 had a filcnt meeting at\ 
Plyntouth. — ^5th day iQth; w^ at x\3kfc m^t>fic\^ 
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meeting at Richland — ^ftiU (hut up in (ilence.— 6th 
day 20U1, attended a meeting at die fame place for 
two marriagesy ffiU in fUence ; but I am learning 
contentment, and to endure famine, drought, and 
hunger, patiently : — Lord fpare not until thy will 
be accompli(hed in me, and all that is in me bows 
to thy fceptre, and yields fully and quietly to thy 
difpofal ! 

Seventh-day 2ifl:. Had a meeeting at Potts- 
Grove, wherein Truth rofe into dominion, and 
my faith and s^urance of the all-fufficiency of 
Truth's openings and leadings were greatly in- 
creafed; tor I (at through eleven meetings in 
filence, one after another, except a very few words 
juft at the clofe of the firft of them. Now in all 
thefe filent meetings I could never once, except 
thofe few words, find ability or opennefs to fay a 
lingle word, and believe my filence was wholly 
ordered of God, though contrary to the defires of 
of many, and even part of the time very unpleafant 
to my own mind ; but it pleafed my great Mafter 
to keep me to it, until I was made to yield, and be 
content with whatever he pleafed to allot unto me 
in my pilgrimage, however it might induce the igno- 
rant to gaze upon me as a fool ; and after 1 had 
thus furrendered up all, he was pleafed to open my 
mouth in a very comfortable manner to myfelt, 
and I believe to fome others. In this meeting I 
felt the power of the word of life almoft as foon as 
I fat down in the houfe, but the opening was on a 
very unexpe^ed fubje£t, a difpcffition uriving to 
comprehend the unfamomable myfteries of the in- 
scrutable God. This was the fubje^ that opened 
in the light and in the life, and as I kept to the 
opening l had much to fay on this and feveral other 
/ubje£t», with confiderable clearnefs, in a way of 

comfort and encouragement to a tried, afflii^edfbte; 

sihd being favoured with the (^viVi ol l^d.^^^Nkiidoa^ 
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the meeting ended to good fatisfa^ion.- After meet- 
ing I was informed that fuch an inquifitive, diving 
difpofition after hidden myfteries was prefent in that 
meeting, and alfo the other ftate of affli&'on and 
probation — bleffed be the Lord for all his fatherly 
difpenfations, however difagree^ble to my own in- 
eh'nations. 

Firft-day aad. — I attended (dear John.Forman 
being with me, as he had been for feveral days paft) 
the meeting of Friends at Robinfon, or the roreft, a 
blefied time it was.— 2d day 23d, we had a meet- 
ing at Reading, and next day at Maiden Creek, 
both I hope profitable good meetings.— ^4th -day 
2cth, we were at the monthly meeting at Exeter ; 
-Truth rofe into bleffed dominion, and reigned over 
all in the meeting for publick worftiip, to the reach- 
ing and tendering many hearts.— ^th-day 26th, we 
had a meeting at Nantmil, to which dear Abel 
Thomas accompanied us ; my fritnd John Por- 
man had good fervice; I was lon^ (hut up, but at 
length, in the frefh openings of life, I (lood up and 
exprefled a few words, after which dear John For- 
roan appeared again in a fliort lively teflimony ; and 
my fpirit being drawn forth in fupplication to the 
Lord, die meeting ended under a feeling fenfe of 
the favour of life. 

Sixth-day 22th. — We had a good, open meeting, 
this day, at Pikeland — the Lord's prefence was our 
crown. — 7th-day 28th, a filcnt meeting as to my- 
fclf at Providence ; but dear Jolin Forinan had 
pretty good fervice there. — ift-day 29rh, we were 
at the V alley meeting, and both had confiderabieto 
lay, yet found fcarce any relief.— ad- day 30th, I at- 
tended Abington monthly meeting, and was favour- 
ed in the meeting for publick worlhip with a clca£ 
opening, wherein 1 had a Ihott Xe&Wo^ Xo^^ 
rdsiching the minck in many mim\s, ^xvi VJ^uAiX^ 
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itiyt>wn relief, after an exercifing time the day bc- 
forc-^the whole revives the cafe of thofe who 
toiled all night and caught nothing ; and yet, by 
carefully attending to the Mafter's dire<^ns» they 
foon after caught a multitude of fifhes. 

Third-day gift. Attended Gynnedd or North 
Wales monthly meeting, where, after fitting a 
while in darknefs, light fprang up and brought forth 
a fhort, awakening teftimony, in clofe Searching 
language, very much to the relief of my own mind. 
I alfo had more to do in the meeting for difcipline 
than ufual for me when abroad, as 1 found my inind 
engaged, and the way opened ; for it is my fpecial 
care in all thefe meetings not to move or undertake 
in any fervice but what I find a real engagement to 
in the openings of life ; and, on the other hand, 
not to omit any thing which is thus clearly pointed 
out, and my mind thus engaged in. 

nth month ift, and 4th of the week*— I went 
to the monthly meeting at Horfham, and, after 
viewing the camp a while in filence, had to lift up 
my voice like a trumpet and found an alarm among 
them, wiftiing them to feel for themfelves, left ere 
they were aware, and while fitting carelefsly at eafe, 
the enemy ihould furround them and lead them 
captive away. 

After this I fat in a low fuffcring ftate, through 

the whole tranfaftions of their bufinefs ; but juft 

at the clofe my trumpet was again prepared to found; 

and feeling ftrength to arife out of great weakneis, 

and light out of obfcurity, I fo renewed the alarm 

among them, as to feel quite eafy and comfortable 

in my mind— 'bleffed be the Lord who helped me ; 

fDrl ienfibly feh, that had not his power arofe for 

my cfe/iverance, 1 muft h^iN^ funk down under a 

toad of diftrefs, and gocve 2cw«^ \>\«x\«.TOftL m^^p^^^ 
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having no might; nor ability to throw my heavy 
load ofF myfelf. Indeed I gr^w weaker and weaker, 
blinder and bh'ndef, in myfelf f. but herein I truly 
rejoice, for it brings into the clearnefs, into deep 
depea^ance upon God alone, whereby his grace is 
felt to be all-fufficienty and an unfhaken evidence, 
that with the divine Arm there is no lack. 

Many deep lefibns of inftrudiion are opened in 
this dependant (late, which had utterly efcaped the 
penetration of the wife and prudent. Therefore 
Q Lord ! ever keep me tow enough before thee. 
I have fo clearly feen this to be the only way for 
divine enlargement and true confolation, that I de- 
fire it, I cuave it of thee more earneftly than corn, 
wine, or oil. 

Oh, what numbers mifs.of the beft inftruftipa 
and the pureft joy, by continuing, even after great 
mortification, alive in themfelves, in their religious 
performances. Thefe cannot fully fay, * I live* yet 
*.not I,, but Cbrifl; Hveth ia me.'* Thefe have in 
them fomething of the beaft which received the 
wpund by the fword of the fpirit,. and yet did 
live— the deadly wound being healed; all thefe are 
1(1 imminent danger : and if they are not aware^ 
they will retard the work of the Lord in themfelves 
and ill others, through their bufy attempts to pro- 
mote it : and yet perhaps they may be pretending 
to wait for, and giving out that they feel much di- 
vine influence. 

Oh, the fubtilty of the ferpent,. efpecially in his 
reiemblance of an angel of light ! many hath he ^ 
caught, beguiled, and ruined ; the pure openings of 
life are very different, and diftinguifliable from all 
his falfe vifions and likcneiTes ; the deep, humble, 
careful traveller^ finds it fo to his \xiv(^i\i^\t l-^x^ 

* Gal. iu ao. 
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faAion ; and yet how many are taking tht latter 
for the former, for want of depth and patience 
enoujgh m waiting !— hereby the innocent precious 
life m them becomes wounded, and the true lim- 
plicity betrayed— for * the adultrefs will hunt,' even 
* for the precious life,'* as the wife man teftifies ; 
and I believe the truly wife in heart, not in earthly 
wifdom, but heavenly, do really find it fo ; for the 
/ife is the very thing the adverfary ftrikes at, and if 
he can keep us from the fenfible feelings and open* 
ings thereof in our religious engagements, he cares 
not how a6tive we are without it, nor hoW mueh 
we pretend to it ; for the more of all this, the (e* 
curer he hath us, and the more we promote his 
kingdom and intereft. Ob, where will many ap- 
pear at laft, after all the cry of Lord, Lord, have we 
notpropheiied in thy name, and in thy name caftout 
devils, and done many wonderful or mighty works ? 

This is a fubje'di that greatly engages my atten- 
tion, in eameft wifhes that thou who readeft thefe 
bints may be preferved out of, and wifeU (hun the 
dreadful fnare, and yet have a care of difobedience. 
But when things open in the light, give up to the 
heavenly vifion, and confer not with ne(h and blood* 
The path, though narrow, may yet be travelled in. 
It is a way wherein all the true way&ring men, tho* 
fools, may walk and not err ; but then they muft 
carefully attend to the light for the way-marks ; at 
the ligbty and that onfyf makes them manifeft ; keep-- 
ine a Jingle eye thereto, never once beginning to 
thmk of taking lefs heed to it, or that now, after 
much experience, they can do pretty well withleb 
dearnefs and lefs bright fliining thereof than here*- 
tofore. For alas, ' this is a miftake and dangerous 
delufion, and he that continues to give way to it 
iviJl foon walk in darknefs, not knowing wnither 
Ae goetb ; his feet will ftumble \tv the dark, until 

* Prov. v\. a6; 
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he h\l$ into the bottomieis pit with thebeaft and * 
falfe prophet. But thou^ whofe eye is kept care- 
fully fingle and attentive to the tigbi^ /halt witneftv 
thy whde body to be full of light, and {halt joiK*: 
ney forward (afely, until thou arrived at that city . 
that needs not the light of the fun nor the moon, 
for the Lord God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof. Amen. 

Fifth-day 2d. — After a comfortable family viiit 
where one lay fick, I rode to Philadelphia, in order 
to attend the approaching quarterly meeting, and viii- 
ted a few families to a good degree of comtort. 

Sixth-day third.— -I went to fee two or three fa*- 
milies, but have felt very difierent from that open*' 
nefs, freedom, cheerfulnefs, and fatisfadion, which 
I felt in a good degree when here before. I thought 
far lefs of having fufficient time now than when I 
firft came ; but, alas ! there is fcarce any compa- 
rifon ; wherever 1 go my load goes with me, and 
I cannot yet throw it off. But all tends to confirm ' 
and affure mc that it is not of man, nor by man, nor 
yet by outward obfcrvation. So 1 wait in patience* - 

7th-day 4th. — I am. going prefentiy to the fele£k 
quarterly meeting. O Lord my God, be with me ; 
keep me low -, keep me humble ; keep me alfo faith- 
ful and attentive to thy divine movings, whether in 
filence or utter;ince ; for i know that without thee I 
can do nothing 1 ightJy. — 1 attended the above-menti- 
oned fele£l meetings and felt great weight and cxercife 
attend, nic ; but, linking down to the pure gift, I 
was after a little time raifol up, in Truth's dominion, 
to eaie my mind umon^ my brethren and fiiWs of 
this meeting, after which 1 was drawn forth in fup-. 
plication, and the meeting ended to folid iktisfac- 
tibn. 

N 3 Yvi^-^v^ 
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Firft-day 5tlL. In the forenoon I attended Mar- 
ket-Street meeting, and foon feeling a very weighty 
concern refting on my fpirit, I ftood up in the frem 
openings of life, and b^an to exprefs what 1 had in 
commiffion ; but keeping carefully to the divine 

fuide^ J foon felt all to be (hut up again, whereupon 
immediately {at down, rqoicing that I was preferv- 
ed from proclaiming without li/e^ what juft before 
was opened in the life : fo I (at quite eafy, being de- 
livered from the great weight and excrcife which I 
had felt, until towards the end of the meeting, and 
after another friend had well declared the truth 
among us, I again ftood up and very fully clea- 
red my mind.— -1 left this meeting in true joy of 
heart, and rejoiced in the Lord my gracious Pre- 
ferver, who is learning me to depend on and attend 
to hhjhuttings as well as his openings : and this it 
the only way of {afety* In the afternoon I went to 
the Bank meeting, and had good open fervice, and 
though in a Ihort, I hope comfortable teftimony, to 
a livinff remnant prefent. I attended in the evening 
atMarKet-Street meeting. It is a very large houfe, 
and was now greatly crowded :-— I was quite iilent. 

Second-day 6th. Attended the quarterly meet- 
ing for worship and difcipline. In the firft I had a 
ibort open teftimony, after which our friend John 
Storer had a good open time, to our edification and 
comfort. In the meeting for church difcipline, I 
was (hut up in filence and mourning.— There was 
recommended down from the yearly meeting, a re- 
newed care and exertion for the prefervation and 
recovery of the young and rifing generation, who 
are many of them greatly departed from primitive 
plainnets and (implicity. My fpirit was bowed in 
iympathy and union with a few tribulatcd fouls, 
who mourn the dcfolation of Sion, ami ufe their 
boaett endeavours for hex Te&ox^tioa. One remark 
of dear John Storer I cauuot. v*A\ otcix\o\oSswc\ 
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here : He faid, in the meeting for bufinefs, tb^t he 
never knew any one- to grow and profper in religi- 
on, who was negligent as to the attendance of reli* 
nous meetings. Now I wi(h this folid remaric, 
founded on impartial obfervation, may have its pro- 
per efiedt to the quickening of all who heard or 
who may here read it, to the diligent difeharge of 
that great and important duty. 

Third-day 7th. I had good open fervice at the 

Jrouths meeting at Market-Street houfe. It was a 
arge folid meeting, and I laid things clofe home €0 
negligent parents ; but to the honeft, faithful labour- 
ers, as well as to the tender youth among them, 
the language of confoiation and encouragement 
flowed fweetly and freely, I hope to the refrcftiment 
of fome of their fouls. In the afternoon there was 
» meeting for the negroes ; it was not to me a very 
lively meeting, yet was in degree owned and favour- 
ed, and feveral teftimonies were home, among 
which I was not wholly excufed ; and I believe my 
ezercife might be of fome little ufe to the poor 
blacks, although I felt very weak, and Truth rofe 
not iiito much dominion ; but my mind was quiet 
in the Lord. 

Fourth-day 8th. I went to the feleft quarterly 
■ meeting at Abinpton, and fat through the fame 
under great exercife, but near the clofe my way 
opened, ^d I was enabled to diicharge myfelf. 

Fifth-day 9th, This day came on the quarterly 
meeting for worfhip anddifcipline, which was large, 
and iivingly favoured with the flowings of life in the 
miniftry, and the labours of Tome concerned bre- 
thren for the good of Sion; in the meeting for difci- 
ptine. I had gobd open fefvice On divers important 
fubjeds, )>anicularly the guarded edvicaSAOTv,' csstt- 
fight, andnartare of our youth. 
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Sixfcbday lothi Attended the youths 'meeting ; 
it Was large acid favoured with the ownings of life, 
and with divers living teftimonies— •! was {Ueht and 

well fatisfied. 

* . • ' . ', 

Seventh-day i ith. I got to the kleSt quarterly 
xheeting at Concord, where, as at Ahington, I war 
quite {hut up, until near the end of this day's fitting 
of faid meeting ; hut life then arifing, 1 flood up in 
the opening'thereof,' had great fatisfa£iion in my 
labours among them, moftly in a way of encourage- 
ment, but not without fome cautions and admoni- 
tions as things opened. 

Firft'day lath. I rode to the meeting at Bir- 
mingham^ through which I fat filent and refijgned. 
2d-day 13th, went back' to Concord to the quarterly 
meeting, and was therein fhut up from words 
through the meetings for worfhip and church difci- 
pline; as alfo the next day at the youths meeting 
and adjournment of the k\e& meeting; but our 
friend John Storer had excellent fervice both days. 

Fourth-day 15th. I was at 'Wilmington month- 
ly meeting, and quite filent tlirough the whole 
thereof— it being a low time with me, though 
divers Friends feemed to be favoured.— 5th-day i63i, 
quite filent again at Kennet monthly meeting until 
towards the end of their bufinefs, when I was con- 
cerned to point them to the life in the tranfai^ionS' 
of church affairs. — 6th-day, 17th, I went to Brad- 
ford monthly meeting held at Cain, and bi filentt 
except towards the end of the lafl meeting. I fpake 
a few words of the danger of a forward . miniflry.— 
7th-day^ 18th, 1 attended the feled quarterly meet- 
ing at London-Grove,, for. the weflern quarter.— 
H^re, through lal)orious travail in the deeps, life fo 
Ararofe as to enable ime to t^{z itv^ ^"^^^ ^^ degree. 
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Firft-day, 19th.— -I was at New-Garden meetingy 
in which I was filent. After meeting went home 
with my dear friend William Jackfon, who had, a 
few years pad, been very acceptably in our country 
on a religious vifit.— 2d-day, 20th, I attended the 

Quarterly meeting at London-Grove,, being ftill 
lut. up in iilence.-«-3d-dayy 2ift» attended the 
youths meeting, the adjournment of the quarterly 
and the feled meetings, in all which I had not a 
word to fay. Oh ! I was now, and moftly for a 
week pad, abafed as in the duft-*-l could fee no way 
to go forward ; nor yet could I go home ward «<-and 
though this diftreffing difpenfaticn is upon me while 
1 write thefe lines, yet through the experience I 
have already had, nly faith fails not ; but I have an 
unfliaken. confidence that all does and will work for 
good, and for my enlargement, in the Lord^s time ; 
but I find patience exceedingly necefiary : for thus 
to be (hut up a week or two -weeks at a time, and 
feel in great degree deftitute of divine enjoyment, is 
very trying ; and to feel it altogether out of our 
own power to help ourfelves out of this trying ftatc, 
brings the creature very low and humble ; but, 
bldSed be the Lord, he never has failed to arife in 
his own time, and to deliver my foul from all trou* 
ble ; and I firmly believe he will, if I keep in the 
patience, give the new fong of praife to his eternal • 
name* 

4th-day, 22d.— Attended their mid-week meet- 
ing at London-Grove, where my tongue, as it 
were, ftill clave to the roof of my mouth, while 
Mary Huft>ands was much favoured and enabled 
to lift up her voice like the fong of an angel.-— 
5th-day, 23d, I went to New- Garden m^eting^ 
and was ftill clofed up in filence. — 6th -day, 24th9 
I went to Nottingham in Maryland, with fom6 
Frieads who were appointed by the (\;ol^\X^\:Vj m^^v 
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ing.— 7th-day» 25tli, we attended their tnonthly 
meeting, where it was my place to be filent. 



J'. 



Firft-day 26th.— *I was ftill fhut up in their meet- 
ing for worfhip. I believe the Lord has fome wife 
purpofe in it.^l cannot find that I have offended 
him, .or difobeyed. him : I know not that I have 
run too fafty or lagged behind my guide : I have ar- 
dently endeavoured to do his will, and to endure his 
difpenfations patiently. O that I may be preferved 
in patience, and yet live to fee his purpofe in all 
thefe things. 
• ^ 

Second-day ayth.-^My .way is hedged Hp— I 
fee no way to go forward : WLnxian comprehend ' 
my defolate (late ? or unclerftand my mournful con*. 
dition ? Thefe refieftions are excited in me. I am 
a man of forrow, and acquainted with grief I the 
light of God's countenance, which I have oftea 
eminently felt, and which I then prized^ and novr 
defire above all other joys, ieems to be quite with- 
holden from me, and nothing elfe in heaven- nor in 
all the earth can fatisfy my longing foul. Lord^ 
flrengthen my patience that I murmur not after all 
that 1 have known of thy goodnefs : for I find daily 
bread is very defirable-: falling and hunger is pain- 
ful to nature ; but ihall I follow thee for the fake 
of the loaves ? or will it do to leave thee in times 
of emptinefs and abafement ? 

I now remember the long fading of thy beloved 
Son, and at length he hungered. Oh ! then came 
the tempter, but he was defeated, for he found 
nothing in that holy Lamb, the Son of thy bofom, 
that would receive any of his baits. O my foul, 
may he find nothing in thee ! Thou haft often de- 
clared to others that the way to heaven is through 
tribulation and fufferipgs ; and tvow when they are 
come upon thee, fee to it, x\\aX.tbo\iV^t.^x}c«.H*aA 
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of God's patience; let patience have its perfeft 
work, left the end of the Lord's thus proving thee 
be fruftrated ; for if all Satan!s aiTaults he rightly 
refifted, and nothing of his offered food eaten, thou 
mayeft find relief and confolation. And though it 
is now very diftreffing to drink thy Saviour's cup, 
and be baptized with his baptifm into fufiering, yet 
itmuftbe endured, or thou canft never iit with him 
in his kingdom — he has fet thee an example that 
thou (houldft follow his fteps. And as it pleafed 
God, in bringing many fons unto glory, to make 
the Captain of their falvation perfecS through fuf- 
ferings,* fo will his true followers be wade perfcft 
in like inanner. Therefore, O my drooping foul ! 
truft in the Lord, for unto whom elfe canft thou 
go? He only has the words of eternal life: and 
thou muft not give back ; neither heights nor 
depths, things prefent, or trials yet to come^ muft 
^0t feparate thee from the love of God, nof from 
cleaving unto him, or thou wilt yet be undone for 
ever. • 

This day I rode back to my friend William 
Jackfon*s, no way opening to go forward. — 3d-day 
28th, no way opens yqt ; my foul is brought to 
tendernefs, and my eyes to weeping and tears, before 
the Lord. Nature is ready to flinch, but I am giv- 
en to believe it is the Lord's will that his fervants, 
after multiplied experience of his helping and deli- 
vering hand, (hould be fo efta'oliihed on the im- 
movable rock, as to be aJiic to endure hardnefs as 
good foldiers, to live by faith, and not by fight, for 
a feafon, and that as long as he pleafeth — and to fay, 
without diffimulation and without referve, under 
every trial metpd out to them by his holy hand, It 
is the Lord : let him do as feemeth him good. Per- 
haps many trials, many deep baptifms yet unproved 
by me, may be neceflary for me to ^^& xJcvtowt^^ 

* Heb, ii. 10. 
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before I <:an come up to and abide fteadfaftly in this 
blefled renunciation of my own will : but this is 
the mark, the goal at which I aim.< And it is the 
defire of my foul that the Lord^s hand may not 
fpare, nor his eye have pity, until he brings forth 
judgment unto perfedi viAory ; until all that is in 
me bows to his fceptre ; until I am perfectly reno- 
vated, and can render up all, body, foul and fpirit, 
as a living and unreferved facrifice unto the Lord ; 
and until I can, even when he hides himfelf from 
me, (and to my fenfation forlakes me) with perfe- 
verance and unabating confidence cry, • Abba Father, 
* thy will and not mine be done'. Even fo, O 
Lord, work in me and for me, to the thorough 
completion of thine own will. 

Fourth-day 29th. Attended London-Grove pre- 
parative meeting, and was flill quite clofed up from 
any fenfiblc fpring of the gofpel. — 5th-day, 30th, 
I attended New-Garden preparative meeting — ^this, 
and London- Grove, make* one monthly meeting. 
Here the power of the word of life was renewed in 
me, in fuch a manner, that 1 feemcd to myfelf in 
fome fort as if I had rifen from the dead I O 
how clearly, and beyond all doubt, am I fatisfied in 
my own mind, that it is nothing elfe than the pow* 
er of an endlefs life that again quickened and 
raifed me up in a living teftimony among my breth- 
ren in this meeting.— For twenty days paft, I have 
not dared to open my mouth in one of the publick 
meetings for worfliip that I have attended — I have 
been at fifteen: doubtlefs, if I would have been fo 
prefumptuous, I could have flood up and delivered 
words in plenty at any of them. I felt fenflbly that 
I of myfelf could no more open any thing aivine, 
than a corrupt fountain can fend forth fweet and* 
ivholefoine waters. I found I could not move fbr- 
ivard in word and teft'imow^, lo ?Lt\>j kind of profit to 
the people, or to my own peace, ^\\\\^^t Ao\A\^^- 
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e<I on the tabernacle; my bufinefs was to keep 
fileiH^e before the Lord in abafement, and as much 
as poffible in patience \'^before^ all was (hut up that 
none could open ; but now all feems to be fo open 
as that no man can (hut:— glory, honour, and praife^ 
to him who leadeth me in the path of this blefled ex- 
perience ; I can now blefshis holy hand, both in his 
{hutting and in his opening, and rejoice with joy 
unfpeakable, that I have learned this experience 
and this dependance on him alone. 

Twelfth mo. ift, 6th-day. I reded at a Friend's 
houfe and wrote to my dear wife, for I had been fo 
(hut up that I fcarce knew how to write before ; 
but now I wrote with fatisfaftion and comfort. 

Seventh-day ad. I attended New-Garden month- 
ly lAeeting ; here my way was opened in an eminent 
manner — i^was indeed a day to be remembered by 
many, blefled for ever be the Liord. 

Firft-day 3d. I was at meeting at Kennet ; — ad- 
day, 4th, at Birmingham ; — 3d-day, 5th, at Brad- 
ford ; 4th day, 6th, at Eaft-Caln ; in all which I 
was iilent. — 5th day 7th, I was at Weft-Cain 
meeting.— 6th-day, 8th, no way opens to go for- 
ward, we turned back and rode about twenty-five 
miles towards. Philadelphia, and lodged at liaac 
Thomas's — ifl-day lOth, we were at the meeting 
at Newtown fchooi-houfe. — 2d-day, nth, at New- 
town ; at both I was ftill clofed up in filence.— -3d- 
day, lath, we were at Haverford, with a liule 
ipeeting of Friends, where, blefTed be the name of 
the Lord, be opened the prifon door and fet my 
foul at lilierty — coupfel and dodrine flowed freely 
—their hearts were greatly tendered, and my (bol 
fang praifes to the Lord. 

Fourth'dsty, jjth. Laft evcniniL vie xcajSmS^ 
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Philadelphia, and went this day to Pine-Street meet- 
ing, it being a good open time, to the rejoicing of 
our fouls.— -jth-day, 14th, we attended Market- 
Street meeting in the city, a favoured open time, 
to be remembiered with gratitude.— 6th-day, 15th, 
I had a meeting at Germantown, where I had 
been (hut up before, my mind having often been 
drawn that way fince my being there. This was, 
blefied be the God of Ifrael, a meeting wherein the 
gofpel was extenfively preached. Great indeed 
was the power and dominion of truth this day, 
wherein a clofe fearch was made.— -Several other 
h'etbren having living powerful fervice, and in 
^nclufion my foul was poured forth in ardent 
fupplication ; and light and life triumphed over 
death and darknefs.— After this we had ai good op- 
portunity in a Friend's family, and then returned 
to Phil»lelphia with gladdened hearts. 

Seventh-day, i6th. We attended the burial of 
an ancient Friend at Derby, where the Lord gave 
abilitv to preach the gofpel in the evidence and de- 
monuration of the fpirit, and with power, to the 
comfort of many minds, and I hope to the awaken^ 
ing of fome others; after which we had another op- 
portunity in a Friend's family, in which our fouls 
were rejoiced fogether in the cementing love of 
God. 

Firft-day, 17th, The way having thus opened 

for me to go to Germantown, and then to EXerby, 

as above-mentioned, it now feemed clearly to open 

to eo forward to Chefter; where, through dtecp 

i;vamng, and a living travail of foul, life rofe into 

good dominion'; 'though I had to labour fome time, 

even after I ftood up, under much depreffion of 

mind, looking carefully to fee the way and find the 

itepping Acnes ! but tne metX\T\|^ ^wded well, and 

troth mgned, and b^g de^tou^ oi ^noxbftx tw»x- 
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ing in this place, accordingly one was appointed 
to be held next day. 

Second-day, i8th. The meeting was large and 
highly favoured-^and truth was triumphant.--^3d« 
day, 19th, we had a meetingat Chicheftery where 
Truth gave us the viftory.— ^here was a little rena- 
nant of feeking fouls, to whom encouragement 
flowed fweetly this day.— 4th day, 20th, were at 
meeting at Center ; the fore part was painfully ex- 
ercifing, but after a time of ardent breathing to the 
Lord, I felt a fmall ariiing of life, in which I (lood 
up, and as I advanced forward, at length Truth 
arofe into powerful dominion : it was a baptizing 
time. — We were at Wilmington, where I had been 
and fu£fered in filence fome time pad. Notice being 
now given of our intentions of being here, it was 
a large crowded meeting, and the do£trines of Truth 
were opened in my mind in great dearnefs, and uu 
terance. being eracioufly afrorded, it was indeed a 
highly favoured day. I could write much of this 
Heavenly meeting, but all centers in the mercy, 
favour, and loving kindnefs of the I^d, without 
whom we are altogether helplefs and cannot move 
to profit. We had three comfortable opportunities 
in Friends families in this place, one of which was 
with our ancient friend and elder in the church 
John Perfy, and his daughter, they living together. 
He had been in New-England, where I faw him, 
on a religious viiit, (in company with our iince 
dcceafed friend David Ferris) but now was very ill, 
and I thought unlikely to continue long. Truth 
was in gc^ dominion while we were to|;ether, 
wherein do£lrine and fupplication were livingly 
owned by the infhinings of the divine prefence. 

Sixth-day, 22d. — William Jadcfon went home, 
intending to meet me again in a few 4a.^^; "^i^s^ 
Ju(^e and feveral others froitt W\\m\tv^aCLaMasv^ 
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iiig, we had a precious meeting at White-CIay 
Creek ; my foul was deep in fufiering for a (hort 
tipae ; but the power of hrni who is the Refurrec* 
tion and the Life, eminently arifmg, the gofpel was 
livingiy preached in demonftration and clearnefs ; 
the youth perfuaded ; the faithful encouraged ; and 
the lukewarm warned — many minds were reached 
and much tendered ; and my own foul comforted 
and rejoiced. But here I may note a trial that at- 
tended my utterance, very different from that kind 
of exercife wherein it feems di£5icult to find the 
ftepping ftones ; for here my heart was fo full, and 
my cup fo overflowed, that I could fcarce keep fo 
deliberate as to exprefs royfelf to my oif n relief and 
fatisfaiSion, until, after nanding a ihort time, I fat 
down and waited to get more command of myfelf ; 
when, (landing up again, through a careful ftepping. 
alongi 1 had great peace and comblatlon in this day's 
Icrvice^-^praited be the Lord I 

Seventh- day a3d.— -We had a truly bleffed op- 
portunity in a meeting at Okefm, where Truth ' 
eminently favoured us, and opened divers important 
doAiines anH flates, Which ftates were livingiy fpo- 
ken to in Truth's authority « to the tendering many 
minds ; may it be to their lading benefit and in- 
flruAion. Thefe fbur laft meetings were in the 
government or ilate of Delaware, and in the county 
of New-Caftie.* After this lafl meeting we went 
to fee our ancient friend Thomas Carleton, in his 
eighty- eighth year, who had been in New- England 
in the fervice of the Gofpel, having been efteemed 
a living minifter of Chrift. He was, though con- 
fined at home, in a tolerably comfortable ftate of 
health ; chearful in mind ; and feemed to retain a 
good favour of Truth — being glad to fee us ancl 
we him« 

Firil'day 24th. Wc vfCYe^V;xvxv%«\!vQ!^^xC.wv• 
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cord, in Chefter county, Pennfylvania, at which 
place I had before attended a (quarterly meeting, un*- 
atfle then to open my mouth m a religious meeting; 
but now the Lord fet before me an open door, 
which indeed has wonderfully been the cafe for di- 
vers meetings pad, even the mod fo I think (ince 
my late long fpiritual ?mprifonment, that ever I 
witnefled ; the enlargement of my mind, clearnefs 
of the openings, and ftrength of utterance, being 
far beyond my own expe^tion, and greatly to the 
humiliation, as well as confolation of my poor exer« 
ciicd foul.— In this meeting at Concord, I had 
fome clear openings, and was enabled to fpeak to 
feveral ftates^ among the reft, to a ftate of great 
unfaithfulnefs, even though great had been the di* 
vine favour from time to time extended to them. I 
had to found an alarm indeed to thefe, iand to men* 
tion the danger of their houfe being left unto them 
defolate, and the things belonging to their peace be- 
ing hid from their eyes for ever ; and of that awful 
declaration being feated againft them, unlefs they 
fp^ily repent and turn to the Lord, viz. * he that 
* is filthy, let him be filthy ftill.** After which a 
Friend ftanding up in the meeting, in a feeling man- 
ner, called upon them to Cuffer the word of exhor- 
tation, teftifying that fuch was the ftate of fome 
prefent^ and that they had repeatedly been warned, 
and called upon in a very preffing, awful manner 
before now, by fuch as were outwardly utter fh:an- 
gers to their fituation. 

Second-day 2Cth.-^We were at Chefter monthly 
meeting held at Providence, where, in the meeting 
for worfhip, I had very fearching fervice ; yet drop- '^^ 
ping a word of comfort and encouragement to an ' 
exercifed feed amone them. It was on the whole a < 
good meeting.-— 3d-day 26th, we had a good meeting' 
X O3 _ -^t 

*ilev, xxiV. It. 



*.*■ 
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arSpringfield.^»-4thday 27th,another atMiddleton— - 
peciout alfo, erpeciaily theiafl, wherein Truth rofe 
into (lominiont and its do^ines were'livingly itjd 
largely opened ; a fifting time fpoken of— -better 
days or more reformed to fuccc^— and a more 
general fpreading of the truth among the nations. 

Fi^h-day 28th. We had a bleiTed meeting at 
Birmingham, where I had been twice in this jour- 
ney before* and quite dofed up at both times, but 
was now hUiIy favoqred. Here dear Hugh Judge 
and James Kobinfon, who had been with me feveral 
days, left me and returned home ; my beloved friend 
William Jackfon having met me again at this meet- 
ing, in order to join me for fome time longer. 

Sixth*day 29th. We had another very precious 
meeting at iCennet ; here I had alfo been twice be- 
fore under deep fufiering, my tongue as it were 
cleaving to the roof of my mouth ; but it was emi- 
nently loofed, and Truth reigned triumphant over 
all, blefled be the Lord. — 7tli-day 30th, we had a 
good meeting at London-Grove. — ift-day 31ft, we 
had two meetings, the firft a fweet and gforious one 
at Bradford, where 1 had been once before, and now. 
ioQnne and advice flowed freely forth to the great 
reaching and tendering of the^ people. In the af- 
ternoon we had a very laborious time in filcnce 
at Eaft-Caln, where I had before been twice; 

the viaorv, 
teftimony and fuppli- 
cation were evidently felt to be in that which lives 
for ever. 



but blefled be the Lord who gave us 
Truth at length did ai ife, and teftimon' 

-• _ •1t/*l !•.•' 



1787, lil mo. ift, and 2d of the week. — We 

had a hi&hly favoured meeting at Uwchfare» 

wherein 1 ruth prevailed over all, as in feveral 

ethers of our late eminently baptizing fea(bns.«— 

Sd-dsky-g ifl mo. 2di weVxai^2Q\Qfftvtt^>NQ\i\t.dtQset- 
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ing at Go(hen. The do£lriaes of Truth diftilled at 
the dew, and dropped as the gentle rain, to the re- 
freihing of many a tender plants and 1 truft to the 
opening of many underflandings. After the meet- 
ing at Goflien, we parted with our dear friend 
Edith Sharplefs, a living gofpel minifter, wife of 
Jofhua Sharplefs, ihe having been with us at divers 
of the laft meetings ; but my friend William Jack- 
Ion ftill continued with me. 

Fourth-day, 3d.— We had a good meeting at 
Newtown, where 1 had been before in filence.-^ 
jth-day, 4th, we had a meeting at Radnor ; and 
Sth-day, 5th9 another at Merion— both heavy la- 
borious feafons for fome time ; but Truth rofe into 
ibme dominion, efpccially in the laft, which, on the 
whole, proved a good and refre(hing feafon, and 
ended in the favour of life : the other alfo ended 
well — 7th-day, 6th, we rode to Philadelphia, and 
vifited divers families, rather in a way of innocent 
fociability, to take our leave of them, expe£ling^ 
loon to return homeward —ift-day, 7th, we atteit- 
ded the meetings at Pine-Strett, Bank and Market- 
Street— the firft, after a time of clofe exercife, wa^ 
a good favoured meeting — the fecond very dull and 
painful ; though a little life at length arofe, yet I 
did not get full relief among them — the third a very 
large crowded evening meeting — and my mind was 
foon dipt into a clofe engagement for their eternal 
welfare, with an opening to (land up, and 1 believe 
1 got through to the good fatisfadlion of my friends, 
and fomewhat to the relief of my own mind, as a 
parting o|)portunity with many beloved Friends. 
Too many in this large city appear in want of true 
magnanimity in the caufe of Truth. My fpirit 
mourns over them, with ardent wiihes that they 
may lift up theiv^heads above the world and all it& 
frowns, friendfhips, and entanglemet\x& \ ^w^ \\^ * 
into the liberty of the fons of GgA, ^^v^ "^^ 
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young and riiing generation fliun that rock* the 
feirit of the world, on which fo many have been 
fnipwrecked. I am clear in it, that there is a pre- 
cious feed among them, who, if faithful, will (bine 
forth in greater mftre and purity than many of thofe 
who have gone before them. O Lord, I pray thee, 
hold them in thy holy hand. 

Second-day, 8th. — We attended the fele£k meet- 
ing, where I had forae fmall fervice : and after vi(it« 
ing about twenty families to take leave of them, I 
feu clear of the city. — 9th'day, of ift mo. we left 
Philadelphia, and croi&ng the Delaware into Weft- 
Jerfey, had a meeting at Newtown : it was a pain* 
ful and very low time for a feafon, but ended to a 
good degree of confolation. Now having left Phi- 
ladelphia, I felt fuch a flow of love and afie&ion 
towards many there, as perhaps words are inadequate 
to the full expreffion of, with living cries to the 
Lord to preferve them, and bring them on the way 
rejoici;ig, in the footfteps of the flock of the faith- 
ful companions of Chrift Jefus.— 4th-day, loth, 
we had a good meeting at Haddonfield, but clofe 
and fearching were we led in teftimony, as Truth 
opened and enabled. Here divers beloved Friends 
from Philadelphia came over and met us at this 
meeting.-— I was truly glad to fee them. 

■Fifth-day nth.—- We had a meeting at Moores- 
town, which I am abundantly convinced would have 
been more eminently favoured, had not my impru* 
dence prevented ; for I felt the arifings of life, and 
fome freih openings, but felt with all, that the 
fpirits of the prophets were fubjed to the prophets, 
an^ that I could not get forward in my openings 
until; fon^e exercifed mmd or minds were relieved of 
thcix burthen ; and being too hafty, and fearing a 
baqkwardnefs would be given v}2l^ to in fome one 
or other to the hurt of £e mec^tiis^^ \ tocAxi^ ^xA 
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expreflcd how it was With me, as if, becaufe I clear- 
ly felt the danger, I muft fpeak of it: thus I hurt 
the meeting myfelf. — Oli ! take heed when the ark 
joftles, left, putting forth thy hand in thine own 
time, like Uzza, thou bring death over thy own 
foul ! Great was n^y diftrels and humiliation ; but 
the Lord at length in mercy opened the way again, 
which had quite clofed up on my unguarded mo- 
tion. Oh ! his mercy endureth forever ! how 
wonderful was his goodnefs to Ifrael, that even when 
Mofes provoked him at the rock, yet for their fakes 
he caufed the waters to gufh forth from tlie flinty 
rock at the fmiting thereof This meeting ended 
to good fatisfadtion, though marred by my own ac- 
tivity and folly. Lord, corrcdk me in mercy ; bring 
down all in me that can move without a motion 
from thee ; and when thou haft fully reduced me, 
then in judgment remember mercy, that my foul 
may praife thee for ever. Here I parted, in en- 
deared afle&ion, with Friends from Philadelpliia, 
who now went homeward ; the reft we pnrted with 
ycfterday. 

Sixth-day 12th.— We had a meeting at Upper- 
Evelbam ; after fome time of waiting, a little li^ht 
fprang up, Truth reigned, and we had a baptizing 
feafon together. — 7th Say 13th, we had another at 
Lower- Evefham to pretty good fatisfadlion. — ift- 
day 14th, we attended fore and afternoon meetings 
at Burlington, where, in the firft, after a feafon, 
ability was given me to found a very preffing alarm 
to feme among them, who I found were very much 
unaccuftomed to the yoke of Chrift ; which, toge- 
ther with a very open time wherein I largely cleared 
my mind in the afternoon, made me quite eafy to 
leave the place, feeling clear of a burthen I had 
long had to feel at times refpedling Burlingtou — 
Lord, roufe iomt there from their bcA% o^' caSe^-wA 
comfort th0 honed moumtrs Blttvon^ ^^tfi. ' 
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Second-day 15th.-— We attended a meeting at 
Ancocas, appointed for our friend Thomas CoUey» 
from Old-England. He and my companion W, 
Jackfon had good fervice, Truth being in comfort- 
able dominion after a time of clofe inward travail ; 
but I fat eafy in filence. After meeting, we re- 
turned tp Burlington, and on 3-day the i6th, we 
rode to Stony-brook ; thence on 4th-day the ryth, 
to William Smith's near Rah way ; and 5th-day 
1 8th, were at Rahway monthly meeting ; and be- 
ing under great weight of exercife in the meeting 
for worfhip, and way not opening to relieve my 
mind, I requefted another meeting, which was con-^ 
eluded to be held next day.— -6th-day 19th, we at- 
tended the above-mentioned appointed meeting at- 
the fame place, were (hut up until time in common, 
for meeting to end» when feeling fome fmall open- 
nefs, I dropped -fome pretty clofe hints. \ 

Seventh-day, 20th.— •! mourned and left them 
with a heavy heart, intending for New- York, but 
often looked back at Rahway, and could not fee my 
way fo clear to go to New- York as I wifhed ; but 
it being homeward, I rode forward to Elizabeth- 
Town Point, and there took boat for New- York ; 
but providence prevented us; for foon after we put 
off, the large cakes of ice, floating with the- tide, 
ihut us in for four hours, that the boatmen were 
very apprehenfive the boat would be crufhed to pie-> 
ces; and we perifli ; but my mind was inward, and 
(laid on God, in the hollow of whofe eternal hand 
and power 1 felt |ierfe€tly fafe and eafy : faith and 
confidence in him and in his never-failing providence 
were ftrong and quite unfhaken. I had not the 
leafl doubt but the winds, waves, and all the ele* 
ments, were entirely at his command ; and though 
the poor men kept crying out, the boat would be 
put to pieces, and appear^ \v\ much anxietv, I felt 
a pcrS^ ferenity, and h^iA tio Aoxsfex ^x. ^>\ Wx^fW!^ 
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would.be opened through the ice, either forward or 
backward, as the Lord pleafed ; and I was quite re* 
figned to its being either way— but at length, after 
long looking and feeing no Way, a way was opened^ 
and we landed on the fame fhore, and rode content- 
edly back to Rahway. 

Firft-day, 21ft. — We attended their fore and 
afternoon meetings. I had fome.. openings in the 
firft, but feeling no command to fpeak, the opening 
clofed up, and I fufFered among them in filence. 

Second-day, 22d.— We had a meetmg on Staten- 
liland, (where only one man Friend and his ^miiy 
Hve) among other focieties : this meeting was on 
my companion W. Jackfon's concern, and he had 
pretty good fervice among them. I had only a few 
words. There is an ear in fome there to hear the 
truth, and I hope, in fome degree, hearts to obey 
it.— 3d-day, 23d, we cot to New- York, and 4th- 
day, 24th, were at their mid-week peeting ; iilent. 
5th-day, 25th, we went to the feleft quarterly 
meeting at weftbury, where I was fliut tip, though 
William had good fervice — 6th-day, 26th, came 
on the quarterly meeting for worfhip and difcipline, 
and adjournment of the feledit meeting, in all which 
1 felt no ftrcngth to open my mouth. Dear Willi- 
am was in fome degree favoured in fupplication and 
teftimony in the meeting for worfhip. — 7th -day, 
27 th, I being clear of thefe parts, and about to return 
immediately home, we had a precious parting oppor- 
tunity at Fry Willis's, wlierein I had a few words 
in much tendernefs to exprefs, and dear William 
was much favoured in fervent fupplication to the 
Lord for our prefervation and perfevering integrity 
to him, who firft gathered our fouls to an acquain- 
tance with himfclf The prefcnce of the Moil 
High was livingly felt, and reigned ONet 2l\\^ Xo oxi?^ 
m/l^^ahiiU joy and confolationi fox vjoi^>xt*VoaSk&- 
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qua^e to the full expreffion of it ! — magnified and 
adored, for ever be the Lord our God. 

Here I parted with my dear companion William 
Jackfon. 1 have had to mourn in this journey over 
the declenfion from primitive zeal, as alfo the great 
departure from that commendable plainnefs, &c. 
which mine eyes have forrowfully beheld in fome 
places, efpecia:Ily in Philadelphia, and from thence 
too much fpread in parts around them ; yet the 
Lord hath a chofen remnant there-^may they ever 
love and live near him, and the others be brought 
home to the fold of reft, and weaned from all their 
vanities. I rode this day, accompanied^by Jacob Wil- 
lets, towards the eaft end of Long-^Ifland, and next 
day>, being ift-day 28th, we rode to Sterling,— and 
2d.day 29th, took boat, and landed in the afternoon 
at Grotton inConnefticut, from hence, parting with 
Jacob, I rode to Abiel Gardiner's in Stonington.—- 
3d-day 30th, I reached Eaft Greenwich, and ift 
mo. 31ft 1787, and 4th of the week, got well 
ho^e ; and, to* my joy and great thank^lnefs of 
heart to the Lord, found my dear wife and family 
in pretty good health, and much rejoiced to fee and 
receive me again ; and I thought we were reriewcdly 
each others joy in the Lord. 

I was out in this journey about fix months and 
ten days, and travelled by computation about two 
rhoufand miles. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

• Trials and exercifes he pajjed through^ ExhorU* 
tions, A proJpeSl of v'tjiting the Joutbern JIates* 
Preparatory exercifes — proceeds in the vifit. 

AFTER I got home from Pennfylvania, I 
travelled through many heights and depths 
in my own mind, for about two years, and feemed 
to be the neareft lofing all faith and hope in God^ 
that I ever remembered to have experienced. Oh ! 
none knows, but the Lord alone, the fulnefs of 
that bitternefs of foul which I had to endure ! it 
was beyond all trials I ever had known, and through 
which I did not always abide fufficiently on the 
watch-tower, in ftridt patience, refignation, and con- 
fidence in him, who never yet has failed me when 
I have rightly trufted in him ; but when I have 
thrown afide my flueld, and loft fight of my ar- 
mour ; Oh, my foul, thou only art fully feniible oi 
the darknefs and defolatios into which thou haft 
been plunged! — but magnified over all for ever 
be the great name of the Lord I he did not leave 
me, nor forfake me ; but after pouring out into my 
cup large draughts of wormwood mingled with 
gall» was graciouily pleafed (having thus reduced 
my foul, for the prefent at leaft, to perfeft refigna- 
tion) to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
rae, in a marvellous and heart coniblating manner. 
Oh, thou traveller Sion-ward, whenever thou art 
tried with a deep and inward feiife of God's pre- 
fence being withdrawn from thee, have a care, yea^ 
a reverential care on thy fpirit, that thou caft not 
away thy ihield. It is indeed a great thing to keep 
the faith at fuch feafons — Paul kept it, and had to 
rejoice in it near his final, folema clofe— * -^ \\\v^^ 

P ^ low^ 

\ a Tim. iv. 7* 
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* fought a good fight — I have kept the faith ;* but 
had he not kept the hith, he could not have fought 
the good fighty for it is only in the faith, that any of 
our exercifes can pleafeGod or benefit our own fouls» 
or others-^all the willings, runnings, and aflings out 
of the true and living faith, do but run us further from 
thatflate wherein alone our true happinels and ad- 
vancement confifts ; that ftate wherein 'God is all in 
air— 'and this flate we muft come to, fooner or later, 
or we can never know the fulnefsofthe true^chriftian 
life, — ^Have a conftant watchful care. Oh exercifed 

{ilgrim, that thou feek not for eafe before the 
«ord's time — endure the turnings of his hand upon 
thee ; anS if the enemy of thy foul prefent any 
outward delight or gratification, of whatever kind ; 
fee that thou embrace not his temptations, however 
pleafing, or artfully prefented and infinuated— -the 
▼ery Jiing of death is in it, if thou yield unto it i 
aad although thou mayeft, for thy trial and prov- 
ing, be left almoft deftitute of all fenfe of good, 
and have fcarce a grain of faith remaining ; yet 
though in this extremely depreifed fituation-, thou 
mayeft be ready to believe it will be of little or no 
advantage to ftrivc any longer againft fin ; ready to 
fay it is all in vain, and perhaps re^dy to conclude 
in a dark moment, it will be no evil for thee to 
give way, to take a degree of delight in forbidden 
things; yet I warn thee, in the fear and dread of 
the living God, touch not with the temptations of 
the feducerof fouls. Flee, flee for thy life! flee 
from fin as fi"om a ferpent : if thou tampereft with 
it, though thou meaneft not to yield, thou art in 
imminent danger ; and if thou lifteneft, thou may- 
eft, contrary to thy intentions, go near to the bor- 
ders of deftru£tion ; and if thou (houldft unhap- 
pily yield and furrender, thy peace with God would 
be broken f and every ev\Vlh\v\^ that thus gets in by 
confsat, muft (if ever lYvovi Vavow^^ Va^ ^^«m» 
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again reftored) be caft out, by thy fufFering inex- 
preiEbly more than all the delight or enjoyment 
which fuch a falfe gratification can poffibly bring 
with it— O, therefore, Hand firm, keep on the 
watch-tower, refift untt> blood, ftrivin? againft fin, 
and that in the faith, true and living mith, for it is 
that which gives the viAory ; and though it feems 
almoft gone, or appears as fmall as a grain of muf- 
tard-feed, yet if thou caft not away thy confidence, 
but art rightly engaged to keep the faith, it will 
enable thee to * fight the good fight,' and to fay to 
thefe mountains^ of oppofition, temptation, and be- 
fetment, be * removed and caft into the fea, and it 
/hall be done.'* Remember Him who endured all 
Satan's allurements and temptations ; who though 
he even fafted forty days in the wiidernefs, a ftate 
of defolation and trial, yet he flood firm — he au 
nothing ; he yielded not to any of the enemy's pro- 

pofals, but bravely repulfed him in them ail. 

Sing, O ye heavens !— he overcame and led captivi- 
ty captive. And after this dreadful conflift was 
over, the holy angels miniftered unto him. So it 
18, has been, and will be, with all his, as they 
Hand firm in the faith and patience of the faints ; 
eating nothings taking in nothing of the enemy's 
alluring prefentations. God's grace ever was, and 
ever "will be fufficient for all thefe, under every trial, 
temptation, and befetment. Let Satan rage, let his 
meffenger, the thorn in the flefh (however opera t- 
ing-— .in what way or thing foever infinuating) do 
its worft ; if the foul keeps on its armour, and 
dwells in the patient watch and warfare, the vidlory 
is certain, the holy promife cannot fail. * Becaufe 

* thou haft kept the word of my patience, I alfo 

* will keep thee from the hour 01 temptation, that 

* fhall come upon all the world, to try them 

* that dwell upon the earth'— this is thy hour of 
trial— the very hour and power of dwVxv'A^--^N5X. 

*Mat. xxu ai. 
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* ftand ftill and fee the falvatJon of the Lord :* kt 
not in the temptation — give not way to carnal rea- 
fonings, or confulations with fleib and blood ; and» 
however fevcre the combat, thou wilt indeed be 
kcpt^ and God will bruife Satan under thee, yea 
bruife his very heady and make thee more than a 
conqueror. The angel of his holy prefence will 
indeed minifter unto thee — thou (halt be greatly 
ilrengthened, and verily thou ihalt be fed, and that 
with food convenient for thee. Thy * joy fliall be 
*■ full, and no man, nay, nor evil fpirit, (hall be able 

* to take it from thee, or to pluck thee out of thy 

* heavenly Father*s hand.'f O, the unfpeakable 
confolation, and fulnefs of divine confirtnatipiii 
which my poor foul has received after feafons of aU 
jmoft inexpreflible conflidl and befetment, when I 
have abode in the true patience, kept the faith, and 
fo fought the good fight ! Eye hath not feen in- 
deed, nor ear heard, nor the beart conceived, while 
in a natural {late, the joy and confolation whi^h 
God pours into the fouls which love him, and 
through all tribulations, keep the word of his pa- 
tience. O, there is abundant encouragement to 
Hand firm through all ; yea even to prefs through 
every crowd of temptation, to touch that which has 
the healing, faving, and preferving virtue in it.— 
Trials thou wilt have, this hour of temptation will 
indeed come upon all the world: none ever were 
exempt from a feafon or feafons of probation arid 
(Confli<3 — and it is in order * to try them that dwell 
^ upon the earth.' 

O my God, thou haft done much for my foul 
—thou haft redeemed me through judgment, and 
brought me forth to fee the light rejoicing — be 
pleaied, if it be thy holy will, ftill to carry on thy 
work in xnc, until all that is ofFenfivc to the purity 

^f 

* £xod, xiv. ij. "t ^^^^* ^^* "^V 
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of thy hoIJnefs be confumed— until my will becomes 
wholly conformable to thy will, even fo, amen ! 

1788. Having thus paffed through fomevery 
trying feafons, the Lord was pleafed to lay it upon 
me to make a vifit to Friends and others in the 
fouthern ftates, to fympathize with the fuffering 
ieed, and endeavour, as ability might be given, to 
ftir up the pure mind in my fellow men, by per- • 
fuadine them ta feek an increafing acquaintance 
with God, the only fource of all fure confolation* 
This brought me under clofe trial, and at times I 
had many reafonings and difcouraging confidera- 
tions, with fears about a fubfiftence for my family'; 
for although I could ever fay in that refpedt, as well 
as in fpiritual things, * hitherto the Lord hath help- 
* ed us,'* yet it often looked almoft impolfible to 
me that they ihould be in any comfortable degree 
provided for, if I gave up to be fo much from home 
and out of bufiinefs ; but the holy injundiion wa$ 
to often, fo clearly repeated, that I durft not refufe 
obedience to it. So after many and various con« 
fli£b, my foul bowed before him in a view of his 
omnipotence, omnifcience, and unbounded good* 
nefs, I was enabled to give up, and calling my care 
upon him, in regard both to temporals and fpiritu- 
als, I faid in my heart, * here am I, fend me /f 
fend me, O holy Fatha-, wherever thou pleafeft^ 
1 refufe pot to follow thee into any corner of th^ 
earth— only do thou but go with me and fupporc 
me. My life, my ftrength, and the length of my 
Ays, I devote to thy fervice— my family I refign to 
thy holy care and keeping — to thee I dedicate them* 
O, may thou watch over and preCbrve them ! 

At this furrender of all things, I felt the light of 
heaven to fill my foul ; it ihined in me an4 ro\&XN4 
about me, above the brightneb oi ^^ ^\itk\\x^^^ 

P 3 ^®3^ 

^ J 5am, vii. 12. ^ l&i\. V^ ** 
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and opened my proFpeds into difiant nations, with 
(bme belief tliat the Lord was opening a bige field 
of labour for me in foreign countries, to be entered 
into in his own due feafon. I faid, * good is thy 
will, O Lord !-^ifpofe of me, thy unworthy fcr- 
vant, as thou pleafeft/ 

So at a fuitable feafon I opened my coneern re- 
(peAing a vifit to the fouthward, in a (thA meeting 
of minifters and elders, who exprefled a good degree 
•f unity and cleamefs. After this, believing it beft 
to remove my family to my old home at North- 
Providence, and having done it accordingly, I ap- 
plied to the preparative meeting at Providence, in 
order that my concern might get regularly forward 
to the monthly meeting for a certificate. And hav- 
ing obtained a certificate of the concurrence of 
the monthly meeting, it was carried to the quarterly 
meeting in the firft month 1789 ; and there the 
Lord was pleafed to fill my foul with ftrength, and 
gave utterance to my weight of exercife and con- 
cern, to the greatly tendering of my own heart, and 
the hearts of my brethren and fifters. I opened it 
both in the men's and women*s meeting— and re- 
ceived a certificate of their concurrence with my 
concern ; their near fyrapathy with me under the 
' exercife attending it, and their prayers for my pre- 
fervation through every baptifm and trial that I 
might meet with. Being thus furniflicd, and having 
early had a profpeft of being at PhiJadelphia at the 
tfme of the general fpring meeting of minifters and 
elders, to beheld there in the third month 17 89, and 
ftill feeling bound to endeavour to be at that meet- 
ing, I got ready, and my friend Daniel Aldrich hav- 
ing found a concern upoa \^ mind ta accompany 
.me, and obtained a cerlificatjb* of the concurrence of 
jhls friends, we fet forward on the journey the ninth 
of the third month 17S9V WVm^ X^^'&ti ^w -afiSec- 
tionate and heart- tervdeiW iw^>Nt\l ^ xk^ ^^ 
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Vrife and family, recommending them to the Lord 
for prefervation, confolation, and fu^port, in full 
confidence that he would not fail them if their truft 
continued firmly in him. We rode feveral days, 
paffing through the (late of Connefticut, without 
meeting with any of our brethren, except a few in 
one place, after parting with my dear father-in-law, 
my beloved brother-in-law, Jofeph Anthony, and 
our kind young friend Obadiah Brown, who rode 
part of the firft day with us. We met with very 
kind treatment among the Prefbyterians in Con- 
ne£licuf ; and I had to believe, from the ftate of 
mind whith many of them appeared to be in, and 
from the impreffion which I had among them, that 
a time would yet come when the ' blefled Truth 
would have a much frepr entrance,, operation^ and 
acknowledgment among that people, than has yet 
been evident — may the Lord haften his great work 
in the earth ; and when and fo far as he pleafeth, 
* take unto him his great power and reign* through- 
out the kingdoms of men! We got to New- York 
on 7th-day,. the 14th of the month, and ftaid their 
fore and afternoon meetings on firft -day, but were 
quite (hut up therein. Next day went to Rahway 
in New-Jerfey, and fo on to Philadelphia, where 
we arrived on 6th-day the 2.0th at evening, having 
attended a little meeting by the way at Bordentown 
in Jerfey, and alfo the quarterly meeting at Haddon- 
field. Here the Lord favoured us with his prefence, 
and opened our way to confiderable fervlce. 

7th-day 21ft — Began the general fpring meeting 
of minifters and elders at Philadelphia. Truth 
jpiercifully owned our folemnity, and wonderfully 
favoured m the feve^ fittings of the felecSl meeting 
—the feveral meeting for publick worfhip — as alfo 
iri the three monthly meetings in the c\V^> ^Vv&v 
came oa in courk after the g|£uex?\ ^'g^'axi'^^^'^* 
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We left Philadelphia on 6th-day the 27th, and 
were next day at a leledl meeting at Wilmington, 
and on I ft and 2d days, at their general meeting 
for worfhip there, where Truth gave us the viftory 
and afforded ability to exalt the precious teftimony 
thereof, though tnrough deep fufferings in i^irit» 
After this we had meetings* at Chnftiana- Bridge, 
and the Head of Elk, among people moftly not of 
our fociety. But though I felt a ftrong oppofition 
in fome at the laft place, yet Truth gave the vic- 
tory at both of thefe meetings, the laft being emi- 
nently owned by the overfliadowing of divine life, 
in the power and demonflration whereof the everlaft- 
ing gofpel was preached among them— may it faften 
as a nail in a fure place. 

4th mo. 2d, being 5th day of the week, we tried 
to get to the monthly meeting at Deer Creek, but 
could not get over the river oufquehanna until too 
late to reach meeting feafonably ; but we found we 
had a fervice among feveral young Friends near the 
river. After we had cleared our minds to them, 
the way foon opened for us to crofs the river: fo we 
had a meeting next day at Deer Creek) in which I 
was quite cloied up. 

7th, ift and 2d days-— We had meetings at the 
Fawn, Bufh River, and Little Falls.-«-3d, 4th, and 
5th, we were at Gunpowder, Patapfco Foreft, and 
Baltimore : moftly (hut up. We ftaid at Baltimc^'e 
until after their two meetings on firft*day ; were 
fliut up, yet favoured with faith and patience.-*-On 
^-day, the 14th, we had a meeting at Elk Ridge ;. 
were fhut up, except the expref&on of a few words.. 
4th-day we were at their preparative meeting at 
Sandy-fpring, a blefted and highly favoured time— 
yery open \ divers attended the meeting for worfhip^ 
who ivere not •f our £oc\cl^ . Truth's dodlrine* 
Mowpd^ £rcelj aad largplj ^uiotv^iiv^ix^lvcvjStvKv^. 
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good degree of the evidence and dcmonftration 
•f the Spirit. 

Fifth-day, we attended a preparative meeting at 
Indian- Spring, and a feleft meeting after it ; both 
exercifing, though we got a little relief, through at- 
tention to that which enabled to labour honcftly as 
ability was afforded. 

Sixth-day, 17th. — Were at their monthly meet- 
ing there, before which, in the morning, we wer^ 
at the adjournment of their feie6t meeting ; it was 
indeed a day not to be forgotten, I truft by us, nor 
by many of them who were prefent. In the feledk 
meeting truth very unexpeftedly opened fome im- 
portant and inftruciive (though to the natural man 
inyfterious) do£lrines clearly to the underftanding 
of my mind ; and the power of the word of life ac- 
companying, I opened them, fo far as required, to 
the meeting, to the great relief of my own mind. 
The meeting for publick worfhip was eminently 
owned by tha- overfhadowings of divine love, under 
which covering, utterance was largely given, and 
the doiSlrines of the golpel were opened and pro- 
mulgated this day, to the reaching and tendering 
many minds, if not moil prefent — the dodlrine of 
God s free and univerfal grace, and its entire fuffi- 
ciency for the falvation of all, being 'efpecially illuf- 
trated, and at the fame time that the work of falvra- 
tion goes no further forward in us than we yield to^ 
join in, and co-operate with this blefled principle. 

In the meeting for church difcipKne, we had large 
opportunity in the frefh extendings of gofpel love, 
to clear our minds to both brethren and fifters, both 
parents and children, on divers important branches 
of our religious teftimony. Our fouls were comfo^rt- 
ed, and tlie Jiving among them teyActSi HTCOew ni%* 
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Things are low in this land ; but yet we were wir- 
neffes that a remnant are on the right foundation, 
and engaged to promote the right thing ; and we had 
a hope that the number would increafe, and that a 
revival might take place in thefe parts. 

Seventh-day, we rode to a place called the Clifts. 
This night, as I lay awake in bed, I was almod 
overcome with the frefti extendings of the love and 
goodnefs of God to my foul, and feemed fwallowed 
up in the infhinings of his luminous and glorious 
prefence. In this almoft extatic enjoyment, my 
foul bowed in awfulnefs and reverence before him, 
and the whole man was renewedly offered up to his 
fervice, to be difpofed of as he pleafed : and after 
thus continuing for fome time, fubjedlly given up 
to his holy will, witneffine his glory to reft upon . 
me as a royal diadem, and receiving fome fweet 
manifeftations or confirmations of his fatherly care 
having been day and night extended to and over mc 
from my youth, for my prefervation and advance* 
ment in the way of life and falvation, it pleafed his 
infinite majefty to condefcend once more (as at fome 
few gracious, folemn, and peculiar feafons in the 
courfe of my pilgrimage before) as it were to fet open 
the windows of heaven, and fpread before the view 
of my mind the excellency and glory thereof; and 
(which above ^11 rejoiced my foul) h« alfo fet open 
the arms of his mercy ; (hewing me and giving rac 
feelingly to know, that although, at many times in 
the courfe of my life, I had not fo kept under a 
fenfe of his preferving influence as to fhun the fnares 
of the enemy, but had fometimes been entangled in 
them, yet there was nothing retained againft me, 
but that all was freely remitted and wafhed away in 
the blood of the Lamb ; and that if 1 henceforth 
ftood firm in obedience to him, and in the promo- 
tlon of his caufe, as ability was given, 1 fliouldf 
^Jga with him in glory, >noi\^ >NVi!cio\>x ^tA, I 
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found my felf clothed inwardly as it were with white 
linen ! I faw that my garments had in days pad 
been much defiled, but were now wafhed and nxade 
clean. I law that I had indeed come thus far 
' through great tribulation,' and that, had I not fub« 
mitted thereto, I muft have remained * filthy flilL' 
My very foul bowed in deepeft proflration before 
the|throne of God— -my cry afcended for future 
prefervation— -and I vowed continued obedience, 
through his help, to the end of my ftay here in this 
vale of tears. My heart was lifted up in fongs of 
praife for the wonders of his love to me-ward ; and 
I had to contemplate and adore the unmerited kind- 
nefs and goodnefs of his gracious dealings with me« 
—I could fay he had plucked my feet out of the 
mire and clay, and fet them upon a rock, in good 
degree eftablifhed my goings, and put a ^ new fong 
in my mouth, even praifes to my God.^ O Lord, 
hold me faft for ever— -keep my foul alive to the 
endf— make of me, and do with me what and as 
thou pleafeft— I am thine ; this is my rejoicing : I 
wifh ever to remain thine ; and if ever my own 
will, my own corrupt inclinations, prefume to rend 
me from thee, O, my gracious Father, be thou 
pleafed to interpofe, and to lift a flandard againfl all 
that may rife up againfl me for evil. — I dare not de- 
pend on my o\Vn flrength or refolutions, but mufl 
look unto thee to flrengthen me in weaknefs, and 
to make efie£tual my flrivings, wrefllings, and refo- 
lutions againfl fin. I commit myfelf wholly to thy 
care and keeping — ^be thou my light and my leader, 
and hold me in 5iy holy hand for ever. Amen. 

Next day we had a glotious meeting at this place 
at Friends meeting-houfe, but moftly among fuch 
as were not of ourfociety, many of them called Me- 
thodifls, a people that abound in thk laxvi^'axA^awNR. 
of their hearts have been touched n>?V3[\ "ac V\n^ caA 
from the holy aJtar ; but tiiey fc^ia Nti'^ \w&xC«^v 
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many having hurried forward into much reiigious 
aftrvity, being very noify, talkative, and almoft, 
if not quite ranting ; yet I hope fome of them will 
come to a fettlement in the truth ; but expeft many 
will run quite out, and finally fhake ov their reli- 
gious exercife, this being the natural confequence 
of making hade iato religious performances with- 
out the pure leadings of truth therein. My heart 
and mouth were largely opened among them in this 
and divers other meetings — and this day, in a fpe- 
cial manner, the dreams of life flowed plentifully 
and fweetly, to my great fatisfai^ion and comfort, 
and to the refreftiment of many minds — glory to 
God, who hath hitherto helped us! we can do 
nothing without his help, but can do all things re- 
quired of .us, through his ftrengthening influence 
uianduponus. 

2d, and 3d days of the week. We had pre- 
cious meetings at Herring-Creek and Bufli-River, 
moftly among other people, as Methodifts, &c. 
though at Friends meeting-houfes ; for Friends 
at thefe places are few in number ; there ufed 
to be many valuable Friends belonging to thefe 
meetings. We were very clear in our judgment, 
that Friends, having kept fuch numbers of flaves, 
did much contribute to the ruin of their pofterity: 
for the poor negroes were put to do nearly all the 
work, while the children of Friends were brought 
up in * pride, fulnefs of bread, and abundance 
* of idlenefs,'* riding about for pleafure, living at 
cafe and in fulnefs : this was produftive of many 
evils, and opened a wide door for unprofitable and 
pernicious intimacy with hurtful company, until« 
alas, the youth in fome particular places are almofl 
all departed from the way of truth, and an almoft 
total defolation reigns in fome places in this land. 
Oh the mifcbiefs of idleuefe ^wi o^>iic^&on 1— may 

* EteVL\e\, ».v\, i^^* 
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it be the fpecial care of all religious people ftri<31y to 
bring up their children to fome honeft, induftrious, 
and ufeful employment : I believe Truth requires 
it ; that a bleffing attends it ; and that much evil is 
prevented by it. My fpirit deeply mourns over the 
forrowful and dangerous fituatiortof fuch who have, 
as they fay, * nothing to do' — believing they will 
almoft certainly ' foon learn to do evil.' 

Next day, my companion being unwell, we Jcept 
houfe ; and the day following rode near half the 
day towards Alexandria, where we ftaid until iirft- 
day the 26th, and were at the fore and afternoon 
meetings ; to both which came many of the town's 
people, Methodifts, Baptifts, Prefbyterians, &c. and 
the . Lord was gracioufly pleafed to give us a good 
time in both meetings, efpecially the laft, whercim 
Truth reigned over all — bleflcd be the name ot the 
Lord. This was the firft place we were at meeting 
in Virginia.— 'Next day we rode forty- five miles to 
Stafford, and had a very dull meeting there the day 
following ; it was filent, except a kW words at the 
clofe, which I felt eafy to drop with my hat on, in- 
forming that the life was fo low, and the fprings fo 
ihut up, -that I had not dared to attempt any thing 
under pretence of preaching the gofpel ; but that I 
felt a particular freedom to mention fomething that 
had turned in my mind to thofe not of our fociety : 
1 told, them, a minifler of the gofpel had nothing of 
bis own to offer to the people ; his whole dependance 
is on Chrifl ; he muft fpeak as the oracle of God, 
and only in the ability that God giveth ; therefore 
is under ao abfolute neceffity to keep filence, imtefs 
imme^ately commiffioned and abilitated from God- 
that, for their fakes, through the Sowings of the love 
which I felt to them, I had rather defired as a ctea- 
ture, that the way might be opened for covcvvTcckxvko.^!- 
tion ; but that J found a flow of \wc axvA ^y::^^^-^'^ 
was not a fuiicieiit qualificatioci to \ji^wiixtoR. If^^* 
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pel— mentioning that Saul's forcing himfeif and 
offerings through a fear that the people would be! 
feittered abroad, difpleafed the Lord, and Samuel 
his prophet — ^that, therefore, I had not dared to at^ 
tempt to preach the gofpel among them» knowing 
who it was that faid, fuch as kindle a fire and warm 
themfelves by the fparks of their own kindling, ihall 
lie downinforrow. 

My beloved companion having been unwell more 
or lets mod: of the time for feveral weeks^ now grew 
worfe, fothat we were under the neceffity to tarry . 
here at the houfe of our friend Robert Painter feveral 
days ; during which time my faid companion came 
to a concluiion to leave me and return homeward, 
as he and I both very much doubted his being able 
to go through the journey. : This was indeed a trial 
to me in my deeply cxcrcifed ftate of mind, and 
gladly could I have turned with him, but could 
nndno peace of mind in looking that way. So on 
6th day the ift of the 5th month, he being a little 
mended, and feeling eafy in his mind to go home* 
ward, ,aod I not daring to urge him forward, we 
parted in . much brotherly nearnefs and afFeflion, 
having travelled together in true gofpel love and 
harmony— he with a pilot, or rather a guide, going 
for Alexandria, and I with another, rode to a place 
in Culpepper called Southland meeting, croffing 
the river Rapahannock in our way.- . This was 
indeed aday of deep anguifh to my foul; I felt 
unufually difconfolate, and could not refrain from 
almoft exceffive weeping : my heart feemed ready 
to break, for I was not only left in a ftrange \9xA^ 
almoft without a fympathiztng friend, but was in- 
wardly very much ftiipped; yet I was favoured to 
be in a good degree refigned under all, and my cry 
was fervently to the God of all confolation, that he 
would keep me ftcadfaft\^ ^wttixj^xo dj5 axid fuflRsr 
iflUiteYcr he in wifdom uw \jeft. io\ w». 
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Next day had a filent meeting here, except a few 
words of information after meeting ^broke up, or 
as we parted. The day following, being the firft of 
the week and 3d of the 5th month, I was at Caro- 
line meeting, hlent here alfo, and more painful and 
diftreffing than any I had been at in this journey 
before. I remembered the account of Chrift's a- 
gony, his fweating as it were drops of blood, and 
crying out to his heavenly Father, * My God, my 
* God, why haft thou forfaken mel'f I faw the 
propriety of his paffing through this trying fcene : 
and 1 believed it neceflary for me to go through 
that proportion of fufferiitgs afSgned me: and 
though he pafled through his for our fakes, he being 
experimentally touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities and fufierinss— ^not but that his Omni- 
fcience as God could fee and behold it all without 
feeling it in a body of flefh ; biit as the brethren 
were^ partakers of fleih and blood, he willingly took 
part of the fame, and in all the fufFerings incident 
ta the brethren in this life, and therein to fetus an 
example of faith, patience, and perfeverance through 
(ail ; and that he might both feel and manifeft this 
iefignation in the moft confpicuous manner poffi- 
ble, he was fo far ftripped as to feel as if he was for- 
faken ; yet even in this extremity, though as man* 
he. was ready to wiih the cup to pafs from him, yet 
he Centered in— ^ not my will, but thine be done/J 
•I faw that tlicre was no way for me to get rightly 
abng, but through the like fubmii&on : and thiis 
afternoon every painful impreffion was removed, and 
the light of life fhined into my foul with unclouded 
cleamefs; I was fet at liberty, and judgment was 
indeed brought forth unto victory. 

* 

Second-day, 4th. Had a meeting at Cedar Creek 
—-not painful, nor yet had I much enjo^tc«.^c^\ 
but was quite fliut up as to wox^ m\3afc tovyoSci^ \ 

tJWatt. x^vii, 46. J Luke %x\v, \^. 
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yet had aa engagement to inform the pebple, at the 
conclufion of the meeting, of the forrow I often 
had felt, on account of the grofs darknefs which yet 
prevails in regard to what is called preaching the 
ffofpel, many engaging therein without divine au- 
inority and influence, who confequently cannot 
profit the people. 

Third-day, 5th. Had a meeting at Genito, and 
•ne next day at Richmond,among people moftly not 
•f our fociety; thefc were both blefled meetings. 
Truth's dofirines were largely opened to my 
relief, and I truft to the refrefhment of di- 
vers otliers. 5th- day, 7th, had a meeting at the 
fwamp, and one next day at Black- Creek, another 
the day following at Curles^-ali.dull and almoft life- 
lefi; yet I laboured a little in the miniftry in all of 
them, in a low depreflTed manner, and in the laft, 
though dull in the fore part, yet through an honeft 
attention, in lowlinefs and deliberation, to a fmall 
motion, I found much relief. Blefled be dieXiOrd 
who kept me humble, and careful in utterance. 
For I am well (atisfied, that if I had prefumed with 
to fmall a motion to have rifen into much ftrcngth 
of utterance haftily, I fhould have dried up that 
little fpring of life which I felt, and fo run into a 
flow of words, to my own forrow in the end,, and 
to the preventing that benefit which I hope (bme 
received. And here I have feen that many, .who 
have a real gift in the miniftry, do fometimles great- 
ly hurt themfelves, their (ervicesyand thepeopfe, for 
not lying low enough, nor taking care enough, to 
find the fafe ftepping ftones, from ftep to ftep, they 
run out of the little, though lively gift, into an hafty 
elevation of words ; not indeed without very confi- ' 
derable degree of warmth and animation. 

F/rft-day, lOth. I was at Wtyne-Oak meeting, 
It was dull ; yet 1 did neat tVvfc cXofe ^v^ fecskfc'^vM^ 
by way of miniftry, wlucYi affoxisA vj\^^^nx\^ \^- 
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lief. I was hereby retiewedly affared that the gofpel 
cann6tibe preached, but when the Lord opens the 
real fpring of Kfe in the preacher. I rode after this 
meetiiig ten miles towards another meeting-place, 
expelling to go on thither next day in order for a 
meeting; but my way feemed fo ihut up next 
mofnitig, that I durft not proceed ; and withal was 
abnoft too much unwell to continue ridine ; yet 
had the way been open, I belkve I (hould haVc 

irone fiirward 5. but believing it unfafe, both for my- 
elf and Friends, to appoint meetings without a ienfe 
of Truth's dire3ion and aiEftance, I returned to 
my friend John Crew*« at Wayne-Oak. 



. I 



■ On- fecorid-day I was reduced to a very deftltute 
CdoUitioii, whei^io^ail tnj former experience f6emed 
to.afibrd little or Jio fatisfafiion. This feafbn of 
ftiippikig had been coming upon me for feveral days, 
and cbntiniied for fometime after. But I have not 
the leaft expedtation of being able, by words or wri- 
ting, ever to convey a clear and adequate idea of the 
darknefs, defolation, and diftrefs, attending this dif- 
pcnffation j to any who have nbtin degree experienc- 
ed it: thofe who haVfe may, if they fhould read 
thefe lines when 1 am in another ftale of exiftence, 
feel ai lively fenfibility hereof— feel as one a little 
before 'them has folt, deeply abafed, exercifed, and 
heavy taden ; like to what their poorfouls may have 
yedfor a ieafon at times to groan under— and if It 
fdeafe God to'blefs this preferit relation to the ben^- 
& of any of his drooping children, I grudge not my 
baying pafied through the fore conflidl, nor my 
'pains in preferving thefe memoirs of my exercifed 
Jife. 

Third-day lath-^I attended the week-day meet- 
ing of Friends here at Wayne-Oak asitc^xft&vcv 
courfe— it was very fmall — 1 vius ttwidft. ^\v^^^% 
^noi^ bad I ability to fay any \3aiivt ta \5aR vswtfevxv% 
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until near the clofeof it, feelingto ni'yfelfiOne of 
the moft unworthy creatares ; yet alter all: this I 
was made to rejoice, and for this very abafement and 
redudlion of mind ; and this rejoicing increafed un- 
til I had to exprefs a little of it in the meeting, 
much to the tendering a few broken-hearted friends 
prefent, though I cpuld not rife into more life than 
juft in weaknefs to utter a few expreffions ; yet 
therewith felt eafy ; but concluded, as I had the 
day before, that if way did not open with more 
cleamefs for the continuance of my journey after 
the yearly meeting, then foon coming on at this 
place, I might return home ; fully believing that 
he who called me forth into his fervice in this land, 
would open the way with clearnefs to proceed fo 
far as his will was for me to go; and that asf his 
would not withhold the neeeflary openings, I might 
fafely, after waiting a proper time without obtainmg 
any manifeftations to the contrary, return to -my 
family ; yet remsuned given up to go forward if hp 

&ould open the way for it. 

t 

Fifth-day 14th, in filence and mward poverty lal*- 
tended the feleiS: quarterly meeting of minidecsand 
elders at White-oak Swamp, and next day the pub* 
lick quarterly meeting here ; out of weaknefs 1 was 
nade flrong, and many with my own foul rejoiced 
in the Lord.— -7 th* day i6th, began the felefl: yearly 
meeting, and this day was held the meeting for fui^ 
ferings alfo. Next day two large meetings for wdr* 
ihip, and one the day following ; then die church 
difcipline in the afternoon, and by adjournments 
until 4th-day the 20th. The meetings for worihip 
were livingly favoured tim^s ; thofe for difcipline, , 
for want of deep dwelling in the life, and more en- 
ggement for good order, were not fo lively, ^et 
Truth owned the faithful labours of a rexunant, 
and life fprang up at t\mt% to their refrelhment 
Tlie meeting for fuffetrngs vj^s iAo i^sw«^\ \\. 
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appeared that tlie members thereof bi^d been, and 
with'fome fuccefs, engaged ift fv^pport of the righu 
of the injured Africans, at which my foul rejoiced; 
for many of thetp groan in cruel bondage in ^his 
land. ..But I believe the Lord will mpre and more 
a^e fprjthe^ deljv^r^npQ, ai\d work their emancir 
Smiqnryr .andithattbrpughijud^mentst poured put 
upop :^)Ciiv.ppprefl9rs, jm i^ hacd; h^aru of ^hofe 
who 5 toafee Ah^tTk i gro^n ar^ not foftened .by milder 
means. , I, i)fed^ipK>ng, Friends herje, a plain, ho* 
neft, golpel freedom, which gave niie great relief, 
]9i^d tendered many of their hearts. So after fup- 
plication, ^tnd thaoRfgivIng to God, this yearly .m^t- 
it^g I cbncliQ^ledi luider , a freOi fenfe ofi ; his divide 
||;Qodn€;6. ;. • ';,:,; 
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Fifth-d?iy aift-^Had a meeting here with the 
negroes, and though filent inyfelf, v.et my dear 
friend Johq Lloyd^ from PennLylvanfa, had good 
iervice therein, i Next' day we had a meeting at 
Tyr^, ^herein'! ^^^^ clofed up, btitmy^ffiend 
bs4: a, pretty ^pfin iirae, — 7th-dar 23d> was at Ske- 
mias ; atij firft^day 94th,. we had.a fmall meeting 
it WiUian^lburgh, > town where no Friends live* 
I had little to fay in thefe rpeetiilgs. It iS; to the * 
poor the gofpel is preached^— even Jef^s did hot 
many ir^^hty works in fome places «becaufe of their ^ 
Ufibeiieil lt:r^n)Aips true, to this dajSy-that unbelief 
and J^ar4ne&:of heart (h^t&o^l thego%di or pre- 
Yenta a free (Entrance .^hereof ap[\0Hg fuch as ;have 
not a fenfe of their pvwi neceffities, but think them* 
felves rich, full, and to have need of nothing—* 
for the word preached cannot profit onlefs it be 
mixed with faith in tliem that. bear it. . No won* 
df^ therefore that thofe.wbo run .whe|> the Lord 
hath opt fent. them, and contifi\iei preaching to the 
people v^ith'out. feeling, or evidently finding a door 
of entrance into ^their hearty, dp. tvov^roju \V)tviitV^ 
all tbcir iong, laborious) ^ud cx^^X\««^ c*Kic&fe 
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amongr them*^for nothing gathers to God but 

whiit proceeds from him. 

■ ■ '. ' ■ i ' \ 

On feoond-day the 25th, we had a meeting among 
the methodifts at New-Kent; J. L. had a little 
teftimbny among the^ ; I^ Was qviite fiiut-np^ yet 
^fter m^etiing <brol(:e -fu^ f enite^volired to<rmptt& 
them Svithf a (enfe of the - mter ufeleffiteis <$f sill 
preaching', • hoWever much it maf wafm arid thti^t 
upon the paffions, e-xCept that which is from a real 
fpring of divine life in the fpeaker,--<^d-day a6th 
went to Wayne-Oak, and 5th-daj aBth* I attend^ 
Curies meeting ; it feemed almoic without li^t'br 
life until the latter part, Hvhen a gleifn'of^ tfne^li^iht 
appeared ; by keeping to which, though in -great 
weaknefs, vidory was obtained, and the meeting 
ended to comfort and rejoicitig-^thdugh we'found 
it for a long time, almoft impoffible to (ing a fong 
of Sion in a land where the harp was hung on the 
willow ! 'for It was truly mtmrnful to' fee thci * city 
fit foKtary that was full of « people^'*- ^ Truth liad 
once ."profpered/ but now^ the ij^oftelrity of faithful 
friends were nearly altcarried away captive-— but a 
little gleani of hope arofc in my mind that there 
would be :i revival in this plabe. 



•» . * 



'- My way opening with more cles^rnefs, I got 
^Ic^g with much farisfadlion and fulAJefs df divine 
joy; having divei^ large a^d Uefled' meetii^g^-^— onib 
at a Friend's iioufe' a few miles* from Peterfburgb; 
over Jam^' River^ one at Gravelly-Run, one at 
Burleigh, and another at Seacock. — After that at 
Burleigh, we had a good watering time in the even- 
ing, at a Friend's houfe, among black people, and 
fome others, befides ^ few Friends. - Truth reigned 
ov^r* all in this bleflbd rn^ing^^he'poof negroes 
bjeffin^ God in acceAts befpcakmg heart-felt r^ve- 
r^nce^ and dc€p thankfuVnets^f VoxxV^ i<^x this fe* 

*Lam»V. I. 
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vourcd feafon ; one of them in particular, faying, 

* O may I ever blefs and praifc my great God, for 
' the great good he has this evening done my foul ! 

* for the fweet, precious love that I have felt*^ 

* never felt fuch heavenly love before— bleffed for 

* ever be the great God !' — my heart was much af- 
fefled at the feeling fenfibility which this, and feve- 
ral more of the poor blacks difcovered, in their way, 
of returning thanks to God, both in the evening, 
and again next morning ; for they feemed full of 
fongs of praife, even in the morning, for the even- 
ing's precious favour — may the Lord Almighty hold 
them in his hand for ever, and may my (oul never 
forget the defcendings of heavenly rain upon and- 
among us at that comfortable feafon-^for which his 
holy name be praifed for eVer. AYnen ! And I ^m 
renewedly ^sonfirmed, that there is a real work of 
divine power among many in t^is land, both white 
and blacK'; though yet much unfettled—- may they 
be brought to witndis a greater degree of clearneii 
juid eftabliihment in tihe everlafting truth J * 
,;■.■.. = • ? : -• . . . • ■ ■ -•• 

-- AftCiT thefe we had-ratectingis* at Black* Watel', 
Stanton^ Vick's, Bla^k-Creek^ Johrifon's, and 
Sammerton. In die two firft cff thefe I was fileht ; 
btit believe they were all times of renewing of 
ftrength to fome who attended them. The doc* 
trines <^thc; gofpel were livingly proclaimed in the 
:Sutthority of truth, -dear John Lloyd's way being 
opened; :Next we had a glorious meeting 4t the 
weftern branch the 9th of the 6th month, wherein 
thepe feemed to be no lack^of opennefe,' {lower, and 
utterance ; many were deeply affecSted,. bowed, and 
tendered^^lefled be the Lord for ever !-**•! oth. 
We. had two dull meetings at Bennetts creek, J, 
L. in the firft, and I in.thelaft got {ome relief 
through a little Uoneft labour in gtmt weaknefs^ia* 
mong them.— 5th-day 1 ith^ vie ra<^ 2k. "^xeci^gftaexv- 
ingstnd refre/hing meeting at x\i^ m^o^N.'^xiSNilxpa* 
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tations of the t>eopIe fo widely mifplaced on the 
creature inftead of the Creator : and this is unde- 
niably the cafe with all who expeft man to preach 
to themwithout divine affiftance ; for man is but 
the creature, and unlefs immediately filled and 
qualified with divine light, life, and power, is as 
deflitute of any ability livingly and profitably to 
preach that gofpel which is the real power of God 
unto falvation, as he is of power to caufe the out- 
ward rain to defcend from heaven. 

ft 

In feveral of the foregoing meetings Truth emi- 
nently favoured us together— the gofpel was preach- 
ed in the life and authority thereof — many minds 
were firengthened and encouraged, and the great 
name was magnified and praifed. — After this I went 
to Rich-fquare, and on the 4th- day, the 24th, was 
at their meeting there, where Truth opened the 
way with flrength and clearnefs to edification and 
rejoicing.— Next day went to Jack Swamp, and 
being joined by my dear friend James Ladd, from 
Wayne- Oak in Virginia, who came with a certifi- 
cate to accompany me a while In this journey, wc 
had a meeting on 6th>day at this place — it was an 
open, good time, Truth was freely declared, and 
inany minds reached and tendered. — yth-day, aydi, 
we had a bleiTed meeting at Hal]ifax» a fmall town 
where there are none of our fociety. I'he gofpel 
power was eminently felt, and, in the evidence and 
demonflration thereof, the free grace of- God to all 
m^n, the neceffity of working out our own fal- 
vation through the ai&ftance thereof, and feveral 
other important gofpel truths were livingly and 
largely opened. — Next day we had a meetineat 
Stony-Creek, or Tar- River, as it is (bmetimes ealTed. 
From thence we ro<)e. to Contentney, and»' firft of 
9'th mo. attended the preparative meeting, of Prieivb 
there — a dull time it vj as., and but little opennefs 
for gof^yel commumcaxioa* Ki\£t tc^v^'^si^^ i<^ 
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the two next days we rod^ to a place called Corcr 
found; and on 7th-day9 attended a monthly 
meeting there — it was a low time, yet way opened 
for Truth's teftimony to be in fome degree exalted. 
Next day we were at their feled and pablick meet- 
]iig.«.tbe pubUck meeting was emmently over- 
ibadowed with divine favour, and made to be a time 
of bjefled vi^tatioo to many fquM-*-pr4ifed be the 
^ame of the l^rd. 

Second-day, 6th--- We had an ezercifing meet* 
ing at Ciubfoot-Creek — there was fome openneff , 
fo that CQnfiderable labour was bellowed, but not 
to much relief or fatisfac^ion of our minds-— which 
was pretty much the cafe next day alCb, at a meet- 
ing we had at Newburn. In this town there are 
DO Friends, and the people's minds very light and 
unftaved, that it was painful to behold the airinels 
and irreverence which prevailed in too many. 
They got a gentle reproof, and we left them in for- 
row, as to our minds, though but little or no true 
ibrrow appeared in them. 

Fourth-day, 8th— We had a very heavenly meet- 
ing at Friends meeting-place on Trent — and ano- 
ther next day about twenty miles further up the 
riyer Trent, at a place where a meeting was lately 
fettl^i. Friends appeared pretty well engaged at 
tbefe two places, and I hope an increafe will be 
witn^Qfid among them. — 7th day, i itti, we attended 
toeoionthly i^eetingat Contentney — a trying timp 
it was to my mind ; but way opened, after long 
ioffisring in iilence, to clear my mind in fome good 
degree. Next day we were at the firft-day meeting 
at the (ame place — filent — 3d, 4th, aodcth, days^ 
we were at meetings at Nues, }fear- Creek and 
Turner's Swamp— -all trying times. In ,the&c0L| 
%lie weight I felt feemed almoft in(upi^xX3^<&^ \^>aX 
2t JcagS war opened, and au exXimtdAXOXN vvso^ 

Si ^^ 
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we had ; divers fbtes were remarkably opened and 
fpoken to in Truth's fearching attthority» and yet 
with that fympathetic, perfuafive energy, that it 
made way into almoft every heart. . It was a tender- 
ing time, but, alas! the next day was a time of 
difficulty, as well as diftrefs, and no way opened to 
get mudi relief by communication, though I could 
not well avoid dropping fome clofe expreffions or 
alarming hints, but I faw little or no profpeA of 
much advantage from them to thofe to whom they 
belonged : they feemed like thofe who had ears to 
hear, but heard not, or as if they had (hut their 
ears, and hardened their hearts. I felt for them 
with a heart full of forrow. The laft meeting was 
more comfortable, though I was quite (hut up. 
My dear friend James Ladd bore a lively well- 
adapted teftimony, in which I rejoiced, and found 
relief of mind. 

Sixth-day, I refted at my Friend Benjamin Ar* 
nold's, being unwell. He and his wife were very 
kind, both being well-engaged Friends : the fruits 
of whofe godly parental care and authority^ very 
plainly and agreeably appeared in the behaviour and 
appearance of their well>ordered ofispring, , ..Qb, 
much lies at parents doors ! much may they 4o, 
through divine aid, for their children's good,* -by 
proper conftant care, watchfiilnefs, advice, reproof, 
reflraint, corredlion, and commands ; all in Truth's 
authority, as occafion requires ; and that not gene- 
rally fo much in the aufterity and rigour of coinpol- 
fory difcipline, as in the meeknefs and authority of 
the Lamb, which feldom fails of reaching the wit- 
nefs in their minds, and more or lefs to bring them 
under the government of Truth. O that many, 
very many parents, now too much at eafe, may be 
Siroufcd to a due confideration of the truft repofed 
in thcnif and fee to i\\e JMAvk^^ ^< thtir duty to 
the precious fouls "y«itr tVvdt ox^ OVk^fefcxa*^ 
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parents, I bcfeech you, for your own and their 
precious fouls fakes ! fee to it in feafon, and unre- 
mittingly ; great is the care that is neceffary, con- 
ftant the watch that ought to be maintained. Thefe 
remarks arofe not wholly from the agreeable prof- 
pe<^ I had in and of this family, but have been on 
my mind for fome time, under a deep and painful 
fenfe of deficiency of care among parents very ge- 
nerally. However, I rejoice in believing, that not- 
withftanding the fo general negle£t, there are many 
deeply exercifed, parents who endeavour honeftly to 
difcharge their duty in the fight of God, and I 
have no doubt but they will have a rich reward, 
and many of the dear youth will be greatly benefit- 
ed thereby— that thele may be encouraged, and 
their number greatly increafed, is the fervent wifh 
and prayer of my foul. 

7th- day, 1 8th. We were at the fele(9t quarterly 
meeting at Contentney — next day at the publick 
meeting there— and were (hut up in filence in both, 
except a few words in great depreflion in the feleft 
meeting.— On 2d-day came on the bufinefs of the 
quarterly meeting ; we were ftill (hut up in filepce, 
until near the clofe of the bufinefs, when my way 
unexpedledly opened in a great degree to clear my 
mind among them — though I had an opening in the 
beginning of this fitting, and ftood up in the dpen« 
ing, expelling to have had utterance therein ; but 
as I carefully attended to the fpring and word of 
life, I found the brightneis of the bpening gradually 
faded, until all was gone— fo I fat down without 
uttering a word, after having ftood as a gazing- 
ftock among them perhaps feveral minutes. I truft 
ibme real benefit refulted therefromj to (bme who 
were too near always ready, as well as to my own 
ibul, in keeping me fubje£Uy ^iven up to follow 
fiiithfuUy, however greatly m Uve cxo&, ^'^ xsnkKv- 
ons, openings, and lhuttmg|& ot Y\fe* — KSxfc\<ws»^5' 

R 2 
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fet out for Enoy it being two day^ rideybefides what 
we rode this afternoon. 

Fifth-day, 23d. We had a good open meeting 
there, and anotner on 7th day at Spring meeting— 
this was painfully exercifing, under a fenfe of back* 
Aiding in too many ; but Truth at laft reigned over 
all, to the melting of many hearts !— Next day at 
Cane-Creek — ^here again we were filled with mourn- 
ing and heavinefs, under a fenfe of unfaithftilmifs, 
and confequent dwarfifhnefs; but, after long fi- 
lence, divine wifdom opened the way, juft as I 
was thinking it near time to conclude the meeting ; 
arid in a clofe, (hort, lively manned we were enabled 
to place the burthen of our exercife where it belong- 
edy and fo came away rejoicing in God. On thiS 
four following days we had four bFefied' meetings at 
Rpcky-River, Nathan Dixon's, Pinev-Grove, and 
IjfoIIy- Spring. Truth triumphed in thefe nieetihgs 
-^its doflrines flowed likc^ oil ! the untverfality add 
eijiire fiiflBciency of God's gracfe for the falvation df 
ail, if attended to, was 6p6ri6d ^nd declared ^iSi 
divine authority ; and many minds iitiprefied therei^^ 
with.— Oh my God ! thou haft given me to fee thi^ 
wonders of thy ways, in degree, and theftrength of 
thine. Arm 1 thou haft led me through the ceeps I 
haft bowed my foul in the deepeft proftration ! 
ft'ripped me ana emptied me of all things, and then 
marvelloufly difplayed, both thy wifdom, thy good- 
nefs, and thy power ! In lifting me up again from 
the duft ; thon haft given me indeed, * beauty for 

* aflies, the oil of joy for moumine, and the gar* 

* ment of praife, for the fpirit of heavinefs.'*— - 
Thou art my God, and through thy aid I will fcrvc 
thee for ever— be thou with me — go beft)re mc, 
and I will follow theCT— for in thy prefence there U 
Jife— at thy right hand a river of pleafure— therefore 

to whom could I wifti to go* fecvu^l favow, to my 
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inexpcefBble confoladon, that thou haft the vfotds 
of eternal life ? — Thou haft graciouily redeemed 
my foul, and delivered me as it were from the den 
of lions— to thee, and to thy fervice, I therefore 
once more dedicate the remainder of my days*— draw 
me and I will run after thee— <:ommand me, and I 
will obey.-— I fear to offend thee, for thou haft 
(hewn me thy purity — I adore thee, for thou haft 
wrought wonders for my foul.— 1 love thee, ft>r 
thou art my life. — Hold me faft, O Lord for ever 
—keep my heart clean, by the word of thy power» 
and never, O never, I pray thee, fuffer my foot to 
Aide I continue to fill me with the joy of thy bl^ 
vation, fince thou haft fo continually ftiewn it unto 
me — Take not thy holy fpirit from me— guide mc 
by the right hand of thy power— continue to my 
ibul, the quickening efficacy of the live coal from 
thine altar; then will I, at thy bidding, teach 
tranfgreflbrs thy way, and (inners, through the 
operation of the baptizing fpirit, ftiail be converted 
to thee — Even fo, O Lord, haften thou thy great 
work in the earth— draw thoufands by the cords of 
thy love, and tens of thoufands by a clear difcovery 
of, and a living defire after, a full eftabliflbunent i(^ 
the beauty of holinefs — till the nations come tO 
ferve thee, and the kingdoms of the earth to bow 
before thy throne— till righteoufnefs cover the earth 
as waters do the fea — and light and life reign trium* 
phant over death and darknefs, for ever. Amen ! 

7th-day, ift of 8th mo. we attended the monthly 
meeting at Cane Creek, and next day the publicK 
firft-day meeting there, and their fele£t meeting- 
all thefe were times of favour and divine openi^» ' 
The five following days we had meetings at Sandy 
Creek, Providetice, Center, Back-Creek, and Marl- 
borough — the firft was a dull meeting uai\lti^^\>^ 
clofc, when Jife broke through 9W o^^^&xvo^Ci^ to^ 
tlut ibe meeting ended to Iblvd $aXVa£wa©8«--^^^^"**^ 
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next meeting ^nA alfo dull^— the ihftt laft wei^ 
c^n ftvour^ timte of refrefliinent to many. After 
thefe meetilTgs we attended, on yth-day, tfa^ 8th of 
the 8th months the kkCt quarterly meeting at 
Center; and an c/pevk htilru^ive feafen it was^ aA 
VTat the ]ar|e publick meeting on firfl-day ; Truth'^ 
do^ines flowed like oil, and things were opened 
in divine authority in both meetings, I tnift fuitably 
to the ftate of each. Next day the puMick meeting 
was very large, ftill, and folemn, and Truth favour- 
ed ourfoulsf with a baptixiog and refreihing time 
together .^-^On ^d-day i ith, we had a good meet- 
inji;, open, and powerfully tendering to the minds 
otdie people in oeneral, at the widow Hoover's, a 
member of our loctety— Truth reigned powerfully 
ever all-'^effed foe the lioly name of the Lcvd (bi 
ever* 

On Fifth-day ijth, vine had a meeting at Chatham 
ieourt-boufe; but it being co^rt-time, we could not 
get the court-houfe until between three and four 
o*clock in the afternoon, by which time tod many ■ 
of the people appeared to be fo afle6led with ftroing 
drink, as to leave little room in their minds to be 
(crio^j aflfcffied with any thing of a religrous na- 
ture ; fo that we had a painftil, dull time among 
thtem— however, fbme were attentive and ftrove to 
quiet the reft ; and way did open, after a ctofe exer- 
cSlci for a little communication, to fomefolid fatts- 
fadion ; but our caufe for moumii^ over them, 
feeiinfed much greater thian ourcafufc for joy;— ift- 
day i6th, we h^ a dull diftrefling meeting at a 
Friend's houfe between Chatham and Peedee ; we 
were ftmt tip in filence. — Next day the ad-«f the 
wedk and i^th of the month, we had a heavenly, 
open meeting at Peedee — 'blefled be the Lord who 
helped us !— -Oh jth^-day aoth, we had a very fmaHf 
yr'r precious meeting iat CatcAeiv^ ^Ni^J^-Gwotthat 

ivhcrt 2i6'0ieiiibtT ct cmt toasx:! Avwte^ tn5»^^Mb 
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Vtty Ancient woman ; though dnce thert wa^ a fet- 
tled meeting of Friends there— this was a wiiteritrg 
time to a few fincere hearted« whbm m^ foul loved ; 
and an awakening, and in fome degree convincing 
time, to fome wl^ were too much hardened in fin, 
ihd uhacquaint^d with that light and power which 
is the authority of our meetings and miniftry : this 
they now felt, fo that divers were conftramed to 
acknowledge, and bear teftimony thereto, in their 
converfatton with one anoiher.-^And I am on this 
occafion renewedly corffirmed in a fentiitient I have 
long beeti fettled in, that is, that there n^ver was, 
and never will be btn one true religion in the world, 
to wit, • the work of the fpirit or Gbd in the foUls 
' of ntirtikind ;' thit fome of all dcnoniinatiorM 
have fomething of this thie religion^ eve^ though 
fome of thcfe, through the prejudice of education, 
may difalk>^;^ it in profeffion ; and that no man 
hat any red religion, but what he c6mei to the 
knowledge afid experiefice of through tlie alone in- 
Sitence of this holy fpirit of God. This it is that 
begms and carries oh the work^-this it is, that, by 
its own divine influence operating in the minds of 
mankind, reveals Chrift in them, the hope of glory; 
or fo operates from ticrxe to time, on reading the 
ficriptures or other good books ; on hearing the gof- 
pel preached ; on meditating on the works of crea- 
tion 9nd providetice ; on God^s judgments in the 
earth; or his dealings with themfelvesas individuals; 
or whatever other occadon, circumftance, of thing, 
is ever fhade a mean of Convid^ion or converfion ; 
the holy fpirit fo operates, I fay in all thefe cafes, as 
to produce the happy effeft—^afid Without the in- 
ward operatidn thereof, all thefe other opportunities 
and things would be utterly in vaih, as to falvation, 
and never able to produce the leafl degree of true 
religion or fandification in the foul. So thattKckxx^ 
there-are many opiniotis, tii^ti^ t:tee&^^ ^\q1WSsss«^'» 
aintf ^/cnamiiiarioas, and (omc U^^ x^v^^a:^ ^ecSsscw^ 
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111 them all ; yet there is, and can be but one true 
religion ; 3II true religion is of one kind— all (prings 
from one fource.— And blcffed and adored for ever 
be the Lrordf in order that all men may, if thej 
wilU be benefited experimentally by this one true 
religion, * the manifcftation of the fpirit is given to 
• every man to profit v^rithar*— he that rightly pro- 
fits thereby, and continues fo to do, will live m the 
exercife of the one true faith ; will witnefsthe one 
true chriftian baptifm ; will know and obey the one 
living Lord ; will, by the holy Ghoft, in word and 
deed, acknowledge and call him Lord ; and fo will 
be faved with an everlafting falvation. And on the 
other hand, feeing a mealure of the holy fpirit is 
given to every man ; feeing the grace of God that 

^ brings falvation hath appeared unto all men ; feeing 
the light and life of the holy word, which m the 
beginning was with God, and was God, hath en« 
lightened every man that cometh into the world ;' 
and feeing, moreover, Chrift Jefus has tailed -death 
for every man ; how ihall we efcape if we negleft 
and reje(^ fo great falvation ? how great muft be 
the condemnation of every foul, thus highly fa- 
voured, which yet ftands out and reje^s theftrivings 
of the fpirit, the teachings of grace, the (hininet 
and conviflions of this divine light! Now this 
light, grace, and fpirit of God, is all one tbingi 
under difierent appellations^«*it is called fpirit, be- 
caufe it is quick, lively, and operative, and quickens 
the foul to a fenfibility of its ftate and condition—^ 
it is called grace, becaufe it is the free unmerited g% 
of God — ^and is called light, becaufe it makes mani- 
feft— -as, ^ whatfoever doth make manifeft it light,'t 
faith the fcriptures. And at this grace or light h 
attended to, it wilt brisg the ibul into 9 Aate o£ 
grace and favour with God.— -Well therefore, 
night the apoftle, with holy reverence, break 

forib in thefe expreffion&, ^ \l\axJu be unto God fot 

♦ I Cor. xw. 7* -^ liji^.^- ^^* 
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* his unfpeakable glft.^t And all' ^lio obey tfi^ 
light will be brought otit of dai^kneft into God'i 
marvellous light ; for though the hearts of faltefi 
rtien arc grofsly darkened ; yet the Ifglrf flrfneth irt 
their dark hearts, and though the darknefs conjprtf* 
hend it not, if it is takeh heed to, wilF /hitte nlth^i 
and fH9re i$ the ptrfeei day ; c\^eh until the #hbM 
body be full of light ; but thoje ivho reiel again/I 
tbe Irgbr^ will grow darker and darker, until thei^ 
know ttot the way thereof^ nor nnderjland the pathi 
thereof I and become vain in th^ir imaginations, 
airid their fboKfh hearts becbftie wholly darkened- \ 
having loved darknefs rather dian light, beeaufe 
their deeds were evil. 

After the meeting broke up at Camden, before 
W«! went awiy, we felt fuch an eivident ftop in om^ 
Aiinds a to ^urfuirig our journey, and fuch d^iitj 
fe hs^^antnber itreeffirig ^ Gaxnden, that we found 
peace? in fttBnhifting to ft ; ^nd ki order to pro^rg 
ffie ct>rtiparrjr of the bufy itlhabit^ts of the ptacci, 
Wfe ckMiekideti to ft^ until firft-day, and g^e h(v 
tice accbrdingly. Th^n ridirig to our friend th^ 
widoMr Englifli's, wd refted there the nei&t day ; and 
the day following, that is, yth-day, had sin open 
preciout meeting at a Baptift meeting-houfe at 
Swift*Greek, among Baptifts and Methodifts, thd 
Lord opening their hearts to receive our teftimorty. 
The dt>£lrines of Truth were livingly declared, 
moft prefent were reached and tendered, and our 
fools relieved — bleffed be the name of our Godj 
who was eitiinently prefent ! 

• * 

Next day we attended the meeting we had ap- 
pointed at Camden, a pretty many of the inhdbi* 
tants were prefent, and though it appear^ that therd 
are- not many religious perfons in the tt>wnr >{et It 
was a day of precious vifitatioti lo tti^tv^ cS. ^^\ 

} a Cor, ix. i j* 
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fouls-^a day to be remembered : Truth's doArinea 
were largely and with demonftration opened and 
declared, making .much impreffion on many minds. 
Oh, the precioufnefs of Truth ; the fufficiency of 
its aid, and never-failing vifi;ory when abode in ! 
Lie loM^ O my foul, for ever r truft in the Lord j 
rely wholly on him ; be nothing without him— all 
things in him ; be &ithful to him, and thou fhalt 
never be confounded. He is a (Irong rock-*-an im- 
pregnable fortrefs ! a fword I a ihield ! yea, all 
things neceflary to thofe who faithfully truft in him 
--«who abide in the faith and patiehce of the faints. 
-r-Hc has loved me freely, wrought wonders for my 
foul, made bare his Arm for my deliverance, fer- 
giveil mine offences, and carried me through mani- 
fold trials, confti£ts, and afflidions ; and is now 
leading me' about, inftruif^ing me, reducing me 
again and again to the loft of aB things, and nlling 
my foul with the fat things, the rich dainties of his 
own houfe ! and putting into my heart and mouth 
the fongs of praife and hallelujahs I Lord, the defire 
of my foul is unto thee. Oh, be thou pleafed to ex- 
ercife thy rod and thy ftaff,. yea, all thy good plea- 
fure in me, until all within me bows to thy righte* 
ous fceptre, and every motion of my mind and of 
my body is inconformity to thy holy will manifeft- 
ed in me. Therefore go on, O my moft merciful 
God, if it be thy holy will, not letting thine eye 
pity, nor thy hand fpare* until thou haft thorou^hl/ 
deanfed the floor of my hearts—until the precious 
feed be gathered into thy garner — until the chaff be 
burnt up by the baptifmal influence of the Holy 
Ghoft and fire— and finally, until my foul becomes 
a fit temple for thy holy prefence, unrivalled and 
uninterrupted, to dwell in. Make me a pillar in 
thy holy temple, that (hall go no more out forever; 
but, abiding therein, be engaged in the depth of 
humility and profound tevtitnce to returq all the 
prstift to thoc, who, v(rvt\x xVv^ ^tw <ci^ Vais&s 
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through the eternal Spirit, art worthy of all honour 
adoration and glory, world without end. Amen. 

We lodged again after this meeting, at our laid 
friend the widow Engliih's ; and next day, the 24th, 
took our journey for Charlefton, where we arrived 
the a6th of 8th month, it heing one hundred and 
twenty miles ; and on 6th-day the 28th, we had a 
good little meeting at Friends meeting-houfe with 
the few Friends in the city, and a few others that 
came in, and were tender. Next day we bad a 
large meeting at the Methodifts meeting-houfe ; 
many Methodifts, fome Baptifts, and others attend- 
ing ; but it was rather a dull time, and, not feel- 
ing our nainds clear, we concluded to have another 
meeting there on firft-day afternoon. — Tn the fore- 
noon on firft-day, we had a blefled open time at 
Friends meeting-houfe ; and in the afternoon ano- 
ther large crowded meeting at the Methodift meet- 
ing-houfe, confifting of a mixed and very unfettlejd 
multitude. We found a preffing ^ngagecnent to 
declare the truth among them, but found them fo 
outward in their minds, and fo unfbyed, that we 
got very little entrance in their minds in eenerai, 
or relief to our own, though I believe the Metho- 
. difts were moftly quiet, and fome of them, with a 
few others, were reached and tendered. 

Second-day, 31ft, we left the city with heavy 
hearts, after a folid opportunity with Friends. Thi$ 
day and next we rode towards Georgia, about fifty- 
eight miles ; and finding a little meeting of Friend, 
though not members yet fuch as were convinced 
of Truth's way and principles ; we ftaid their meet- 
ing on fourth-day— it was dull at firft, but open 
and much favoured towards and in the conclufion. 
Several Methodifts and Baptifts were prefent, and 
Truth reached and tendered tooft- oi ^€v\ xsissA^- 
Tbefe friendly people had, al \^>& ^^^ ^^ "^^SSi 
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{H;lQQg!ed tp the Mathodijfb ^rxl Baptifts ; but their 
eyes b^aiT^e gradually opened to fee beyond lifelef^ 
form and creaturely performances, as prayers in 
]P[ian's own tipf^e and wilU &c. and had now gather- 
pi into a filent waiting ypw the JLord. May they 
live near him, love him, and f^rye him in the beau- 
ty of bolioefs : tijten they will not only enjoy great 
peace inthesqieives, butbe ablefiing to their neigh* 
Jjpurs. 

After , meeting we went on for Georgia, and reach* 
ed Friends monthly meeting at Wrightiborough in 
that (^te, on 7th-day, 5th of 9th kqo. It was a 
painful itime; extreme poverty and inw^d ^ant 
bore down our fouls. We found a few words to 
drop among them, but fcarce found any relief.!— 
On firft-day the 6th, we had two favoured meetings : 
one at Wrightiboroiigh, and the other at Friei>d8 
new meeting-houfe, four or £ve miles from the 
firft ; and next day were again at Wrightiborough^ 
not being clear before : it was a precious time in- 
deed. Truth's teftimony flowed with power, many 
were greatly reached, and fome who had. much op- 
pofed our principles, acknowledged to the truth 
with tears, and defired us to remember them 
before the throne of grace — may they be preferved* 

Third-day, 8th, We had a large meeting at Mar- 
maduke Mendenhall's, among a reU^ious people, 
Methodifts, Baptift^, &c. Truth emmently over- 
ihadowed us. In our 6r(l fitting down together* I 
bad very bright openings, and fulnefs of light and 
life ; but the meeting was hurt by the ri^ht time 
not being attended to in (landing up, by me or my 
companion, or both— my foul was grieved, for the 
people were . prevented, in degree, enjoying what 
feemed to be intended for them ; yet many mindl 
were affcQed^ and 1 trvxft {on\e ^ood was done.-* 
4th-day, 9th, v^ehad.aUvg^ vcv^Wv^'^X-^^^^** 
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houfe, among Methodifts, Baptifts, and Friends* 
There was ftrength and utterance given, and great 
indeed appeared to be the entrance into the people's 
minds. After this meeting, next day, we left 
Georgia, and fet out for South-Carolina. We got 
to a meeting among Friends, at a place called Hen-* 
derfon's Settlement, on 5th-day, the nth, and fo 
on to Mudlick, Bufh River, Rocky-fpring, Pagct's 
Creek, and Cane Creek, having a meeting at each 
of thefe places, and at Bofli River two^ moflily to a 
degree of fatisfadlion, yet it appeared to be a low 
time among Friends in thefe parts ; but dwelling 
low with the fufFering feed, we were made to reign 
a little with it at times. The four following days 
we rode to Deep-Creek in North-Carolina, about 
one hundred and forty-three miles. At this place 
we had a meeting with Friends and others, on 3d- 
day, the 2 2d, and fo on, having another at Chef- 
nut-Creek, over the mountain in the edge of Virgi- 
nia— thence back to Freeman's (not a Friend) 

in N. Carolina, having a meeting at his houfe on 
7th^day, the 27th, and were next day at a Friends 
meeting at Weftfield, called aifo Tonis Creek — all 
thefe meetings were attended by Friends, BaptiftSp 
and Methodifts, and fome of them by fome others. 
"And through parient waiting for the arifings of lifo 
and openings of light, they were all folid profitable 
meetings ; Truth's do£trines were largely opened, 
many minds reached, and the Lord's name exalted 
over all, Will-worfliip, creaturely performances, 
lifeleis prayers at fet times, &c. were much difcou- 
raged : for the Lord laid it upon me to expofe the 
emptinefs of thefe things from place to place, and 
to fhew that they never fail of drying up the fprings 
of life in fuch, who once having had the frefti open- 
ings thereof in their own fouls, will yet go on in 
religious performances, without waiting for light 
and life therein. 
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After one of thefe meetings, a Baptift man, fothe- 
what in years, told me he had tried to keep up 
family prayers in his houfe, but found he could 
have no fatisfa£tion in it, unlefs when he felt a di- 
vine influence inclining him thereto, and that he 
had now omitted it, except when he found himfelf 
thus qualified. Divers others have confefled, that 
they had often, in their attempts to pray at their fet 
times, without waiting for divine help, evidently 
felt that their words fell to the ground, were of no 
avail, and anfwered no good purpofe. — O that all 
may learn the neceflity of waiting upon God in the 
filence of all fleHi, aria crtaturely motions or per- 
formances, that they may witnefs that renewal of 
divine ftrength, wherein prayer is made with life and 
acceptance with the Lord. 

I had much fervice in thefe South Lands among 
other focieties, particularly Methodifts and Baptifts, 
there being a living birth among many of them ; 
and this living birth, being in its very infancy in 
many of both thefe focieties, was near to my life, 
and I often breathed to the Lord to preferve it alive ; 
for I faw it to be in imminent danger of being 
ftifled by a multiplicity of lifelefs performances. 
But though I was led into fervice much among 
. other people, as before-mentioned, yet generally, 
in the meetings of Friends, I had fome clear open- 
ings into the ftate of things among the brethren: 
for I was kept very low in my mind, and durft not 
meddle with things not opened in the light of life. 
I was ^{vdiii to judge after thejight of the eye^ or re- 
prove after the hearing of the ear ; my dependance 
was on the Lord alone ; nnd, in that dependant 
ftate, I often felt as empty of any thing divine, auy 
fight, fenfe, or knowledge of things, as if I had 
been totally blind and infenfible — and indeed who 
is fo blind as the Lord's Jervani^ and jo deaf as the 
m^^ngcr whom he fends ? hxA\\ \% vaz^^v\ \\ 
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ihould be fo, in order that his mcflage to the people 
through them may be wholly in the frejh openings 
of divine life^ without any mixture of man*s fallen, 
wifdom. This is a great myftery to the world and 
all its boafted wifdom,. and will remain fo for ever, 
though clearly opened unto babes and fucklings in 
Chrifl:* And as my mind abode in this lowjlate^ ia 
the lofs of all things^ in the fubjeSion of my own 
creaturely will, wifdom and working ; I received 
many frelh openings, and therein was enabled to 
bring forth things new and old^ to the inftru6lion, 
and, L hope, lailing benefit of the brethren and 
many others from place to place. All glory and 
praife be afcribed to him, without whom my poor 
foul is nothing, knows nothing, and can do nothing 
in things divine. O that all fleih may be abafed, 
and lie low before him fpr ever, that his own eter- 
nal power may be exalted over all in them. 

After this meeting at Weftfield, we found a 
preffure in fpirit to have oaQ next day among fome 
religious Baptifts, about fix miles off at a Baptift 
inan^s houfe ; \% vvas a precious heavenly meeting, 
wherein Truth opened many things in the life and 
dernonftration. And fome confeffed, tbey had 
never known before, but that John's difpenfation of 
water-baptifm, was part of the gofpel difpenfation^ 
and to ftand to the end of time; but they feemed 
now to be much (haken ; for it was opened that 
John's elementary difpenfation was only a forerun- 
ning one, to prepare the way of the Lord, After 
this meeting we ftill found a preffing engagement to 
have another meeting at Friends meeting-houfe at 
Weftfield, which was held accordingly the next 
day, to great fatisfaftion : many Baptifts and others, 
as well as many Friends, attended — Truth reigned 
over all, and the doflrines thereof dropped as the 
rainj to the tendering and refreftivw^ tcvdcW^) Sr.€«j«\s|^ 
fouJ*— Wefled be the Lord for 3lW.\iv^ laNovxx^* ^^ ^ 
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next had meetings at Blues-Creek, and Muddy- 
Creek, and on firft and fecond-days the 4th and 5th 
•f the loth month, were at Deep River, their 
large monthly meeting being held there on fecond- 
day— all thefe were blefled watering feafons ; the 
monthly meeting abundantly fo, to the bowing my 
foul in awfulnefe and praife. — On 3d-day we had 
an open, refrefliing meeting among the Nicholites, 
fo called. I had a lively evidence that fome among 
them were humbly endeavouring to ferve the Lord ; 
but at the fame time I faw clearly that many of 
them refted too* much in their outfide plainnefs ; 
and valuing themfelves upon that, had flopped fhort 
of a more living acquaintance with the well-fpring 
of eternal life ; and this is a fnare wherein I fear 
fome of our fociety are taken, and detained from 
greater experience in the real life of religion, with- 
out which all outward things are unavailing, as to 
the falvation of the foul. I laboured among this 
people, in the openings of life, and hope according 
to their condition— may it tend to their fettlcment 
on the right foundation ! — Then, proceeding on 
our journey, we had meetings at Friends meeting- 
houfes at Springfield, Bulrun, New-Garden, Lower 
Reedy-Fork, and Upper Reedy-Fork, all favoured 
meetings, fome of them highly fo. 

On 4th-day the 14th, we had a. meeting at the 
houfe of our friend Samuel Tomlinfon, where very 
few Friends live near, among Baptifts, Methodifts, 
fome Friends, &c. We evidently felt that fome of 
them had pitched in battle array againft us in their 
jninds ; and for a time the Lord fufFered them to 
fhut up the kingdom of heaven, not entering them- 
felves, nor futtering thofe that gladly would have 
entered. At length a fmall degree of life arofc, 
and I told them the battle was the Lord's, and if 
he /offered them to ft\Mt \xp vVv^ Vivv^dom, the lofs 
would be their own \ but xViaiX \x. vi^ \\5«.t^^ >^^^^ 
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formerly* whofe unbelief prevented our SaviourV 
doing many mighty works in certain places, might 
be ready to vaunt over him, and to think he could 
not maice his way among them ; and yet I thought 
their vi£tory, if fuch they eAeemed it, was in no 
wife glorious ; but greatly to their own lofs, or the 
prevention of much good that they might other- 
wife have received. I then acknowledged to them 
freely, that we had nothing at our own command 
to oStT for their good ; nor any weapons of our 
own to oppofe their warlike preparations with-— 
told them I had little thought, when in the pure 
conftrainings of gofpel love and ^ood will, I gave 
up to have a meeting with them, that they would 
have come together prepared for war ; but that I 
was afiured it was fo, for I could feel the inward 
ftate and oppoiition of fome of tlteir minds, as plain 
as I could fee their bodies with my outward eyes.-— 
Moreover . I informed them, that if the Lord en- 
gaged me in it, I was not afraid or afhamed to fight, 
even upon a retreat, if he did not make way for an 
advance— -that I was not at all afraid of my life, 
how many Goliahs foever might defie the armies of 
the living God ; for my life 1 had given up to bis 
difpofai, to be laid down in his caufe, if he pleafed^ 
in. any part of the globe. — I came not from my 
own land, and alt my near and dear conneflions in 
life, to do my own will, but his who fent me ; and 
while I ftand faithful in his holy will and counfei, 
in the openings and leadings of his. divine light and 
life, 1 fear no evil, danger, or difficulty ; nor all the 
art and malice of men or devils ; though I fully 
know that of myfelf I can do nothing However 
I told them, for their own fakes, in order that they 
might have the full benefit of the meeting, I defired 
them to lay afide their warlike weapons, that in- 
ward oppomion wherein they flood againft the ia- 
ward life of all true religion, aud xV\^ diC^Swwv^'^ c^S. 
rttf everJaiiing gofpel ; and as l\\e^ \w^t>« xXvwxv^€sn«s» 

S 3 ^^'C'i 
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guilty of an inward oppofition to us, and our mef- 
wge, it began to work convi£lion in them :- they 
wondered how I knew it ; but feeing I did know it, 
and was enabled fo plainly to tell them the inward 
ftate, and thoughts of their own hearts, it won up* 
on them, drew their attention, removed their pre- 
judices, and foftened their hearts towards us and our 
teftimony— and when I found they had given up» 
and dropt their warlike weapons and intentions, I 
improved the opportunity, as Truth opened the 
way, and told them, I perceived they began to in- 
cline towards a capitulation, and willingnefs to fign 
articles of peace — this^ they alfo knew was true of 
the inward alteration of their minds ; and fo it 
greatly tended ftill further to gain their love and 
attention, until at length (though the work, or ra^- 
ther warfare, was very hard for fome time) we had 
an heavenly baptizing time together — Truth reigned 
over all, and therein our fouls triumphed over all 
^pofition, in the flrength and power of an endlefs 
life } wherein divers doflrines of the gofpel were 
livingly opened and enlarged upon, in ^emonftra- 
tion of the fpirit and divine authority ! yea, that 
was felt and acknowledged to be fo, by many whofe • 
hearts were greatly tendered and refrefhed, after all 
the oppofition they had at firft felt againft us. Thus 
the Lord wrought for us, and taught our hands to 
war, and our fingers to fight — Glory be to his great 
name forever ; for hitherto he hath marvellouflv 
helped us ; and we know that without him we muft 
have turned our backs in this and many other day& 
of battle. 

Next day we had a heavenly open meeting at a 
Baptift meeting-houfe on Abbit's Creek, about ten 
miles from the laft meeting— divers of their mem- 
bers, and one of their teachers urgently defiring us 
to havt a meeting with them there, they being 
much reached at U^e oiYva trvfttuvv^. N<^\va5^Vai 
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thoughts of having a meeting there before this in- 
vitation, and the way now looking very open, we 
embraced it, and had one accordingly. And 
as foon as I fat down in the meeting, I felt as 
evidently as I ever felt any thing with my outward 
fingers, that they were now come without their 
weapons, in a ftate of mind direSly reverfe to what 
they or fome of them felt in ihe fore part of the 
meeting yefterday ; their hearts were open, and our 
way was alfo foon opened into a living enlargement 
in the doftrines of Truth, I truft to our and their 
mutual &tisfa<Slion and confolation of foul, though 
their outward performances and lifelefs devotions 
were largely and livingly teftified againft. — Our next 
mecung was on the day following at Randolph 
Gourt-houfe, among people of various profeffions ; 
and, magnified for ever be the name of the Lord, 
our leader and director, he was gracioufly pleafed to 
break in upon us in a wonderful manner ; light 
ibined fuperior to the (hining of 4:he fun in the out- 
ward firmament, that divine light, the fame that 
onlighteneth every man tliat cometh into the world ; 
but in the wicked it often (hines as in a dark place, 
and the darknefs comprehends it not— many whofe 
hearts have become darkened, reje£k, defpife, and 
trample it under foot ; but in thofe who obey it, 
love it, walk in it, and bring their deeds to it, it will 
ihyie more and more to the perfedl day, as the wife 
m^n fays the path of the juft man does, declaring 
this path of the juft to be a fhining light : indeed 
«]t is fo, for Chrift within, the juft man's light and 
hope of glory, is alfo his path, his only true and 
living way, as faid Chrift himfelf, * I am the way, 
* and the truth, and the life ;^* and furely the juft 
man's w^;^ is his ^tf/^: feeing Chrift then, the in- 
ward divme light of men, is the juft man's path or 
way^ well may it be declared to be a ftiining light : 
and experience has abundantly cow6x«\RdL\XV:i.<SN& 

* Joha xw, (>, 
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fouJ&of all that bavfc truly loved and faithfully walk* 
ed m this light, that it really does Ihine brighter- 
and brighter : and in all that continue fo walking. 
It will more and more, even to the perfe^ dayr—they: 
will not only witnefs the day. to dawn, and the day 
ftar to arife in their hearts, but the increafing clears 
nefs and brightnefs of the light will be, as Ifaiah ex.*. 
prefles it^ * the light of the moon (hall be as the 
' light of the fun, and the light of the fun ihali be 

* feven fold, as the light of feven days.'* Well, 
in the clear ihinings of this holy light, for truly it- 
was ^8 a morning without clouds, the ftate of the 
people were fo opened to us in this meeting, and 
through us to them, the light within their own 
ibuls confirming our outward teflimony^ that fcarce 
an individual appeared infenfible of the heavenly vk 
fitation we were favoured with : indeed moft were 
deeply afFedted, greatly tendered, and much refrefh* 
ed, as with a fliower of celeftial rain— -it feemed to 
me in a de.,ree like the day of Pentecoft, the efFudon* 
of the Holy Ghoft was fo eminently glorious among 
us ! — and l believe near, or quite all prefent, (aid in 
their hearts, and divers with their mouths in fub- 
fiance after this meeting, ' this is the everlafting 

* gofpel of Chrift ;' and 1 faid in my own foul, and 
fiill fay, it was of the Lord's doing, and marvellous 
in mine eyes !•— holy and reverend is his name, and 
that for evermore— <nay my foul ever acknowledge - 
his wonders and the riches of his love, lying low la 
humiliation before him. 

On 7th and ift days, the 17th, and i8th, we 
were favoured with the Mafter*s helping hand at the 
monthly, and fii (I day meetings at Center ;< in both 
which light and life triumphed over death and dark- 
nefs.— On jd-day, we had a painful, trying meet- 
ing near a water called Heworry, at a Dutch Friend's 
hoafe^ (JUichatl Fout) among many Dut^l) people^ 
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and others. We laboured in the little ability 
afforded, to fome degree of fatisfaftion. The two 
next days we attended Friends meetings, as they 
• were held in courfe, at Springfield and Bulrun.— 
Next day we had a difcouraging ipeeting among 
many other profeffors, near tlie upper Reedy-fork. 1 
faw and felt clearly, that fome of them came prepared 
to bid defiance ; however we laboured a little, though 
under great depreffion — for though they were many 
of them high in profeffion of with in Chrift, too 
many of them appeared to be unbelievers, and in 
the ftate of the Scribes and Pharifees, in the inward 
ground of things — ^and fuch, in all ages, are the 
greatefl*bppofers and even hinderers of good, of any 
people whatever ; yet I believe divers prefent were 
humble-hearted chriftians, who thought little of 
themfelves, and were hungering after better food 
than their teachers are feeding them with : fome of 
thefe I hope got at leaft a little crumb of heavenly 
bread at this meeting — may the Lord refrefh their 
foiils with the waters of life, and fuftain thecn. 

' -Next day, being 7th of the week, and 24th of 
lOth month, began the feleft yearly meeting at 
Center, . in North-Carolina, for Friends of that 
ftate, South-Carolina and Georgia — it was a trying 
feafon, and Friends feemed fenfible it was a very 
low time. I was quite fealed up in filence, as 
were both my companion 'and myfelf next day, at 
the publick meeting for worfhip. On feconJ-day 
the bufinefs of fociety came on ; it continued by ad- 
journments four days, and though the fore part was 
heavy and trying, yet the latter part was a time of 
eminent overfhadowing of the holy prefence ; many 
weighty fubjefts wer? confidered in this yearly 
meeting, and finally refulted with much unanimity, 
love, and folemnity. I was much bowed down, 
until the laft day, under a fenfe oi tVv^ >N"axv\. cjv ^Kitk 
dependance on the Lord in mauv pTtifctvX % \sNaX ww. 
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and at the clofe of the meeting, the helper of Ifrael 
opened a way, and helped me to be thoroughly re- 
lieved, and the fong that is ruer neWy was put into 
my heart and mouth, in a very confolating manner. 
Large numbers, I believe, will at times while they 
live blefs the name of the Lord for that day's favour. 
The fliout of a King was heard in Sion, to the re» 
joicing of the tabernacles of Jacob. Blefs thy God, 
O Ifrael, for ever, and ferve him with faithfiilnefs 
and reverence, O daughter of Jerufalem, for who 
indeed is like him ? He bringeth down as into the 
very duft, and he raifeth up to the heights of falva-^ 
tion — He maketh the dumb to declare of his good- 
nefs ; the inhabitant of the rock to fing of liis powr 
er I glory be to his name for ever— my foul will 
praife him in the heights of Sion ! 

On 7th-day, 3^ft, we attended New-Gardcp 
monthly meeting, and had therein a degree of &• 
tisfa<£Hon. Next day we attended their firfV-day^ 
meeting there, being the iftof the iit;h mpwi, 
in folid {jlence, as to us: and, feeling clear of 
Carolina, on the day following we rode to Virginia ; 
^nd on the 4th at night, we. got among Frien/ds^ 
at Goofe-Creek : where next day we had a meetings 
and the day following had another at the uppqr 
meeting-houfe on^ Goole-Creek, which was ^entu 
We next had, meetings at Hills-Creek, Seneca>- 
Creek, and SoutbrRlver; in all which we were 
helped through to our comfort, and hope to fom« 
profit.— On 4th-day the nth, we had a blefled 
confolating meeting, at Henry Chriftian's, a Metho- 
dift ; and a few others, in Amhurft county, Vir- 
ginia — light and life prevailed, to the tendering and 
watering many fouls.— -On 6th-day, we had a little 
meeting at Francis Walthairs, a man that for fomc 
years appeared to have been, convinced of our prin- 
4:jpJeSf as alfo his ^ife : this was in Buckingham 
coJnr/.— On xCt-day, xYvsi i^^^^ vic\v^\^\«wXKBi% 



JOB SCOTT. 195 , 

at Amelia, to a degree of fatisfa£tiony atid that 
afternoodn, my dear companion James Ladd and 
I parted, in much gofpel fympathy, and endear- 
ment, he going home. — On 4th-da]r, I had a dif- 
^uraging meeting at Camp-Creek, and another 
next day at Donglafs meeting, (fo called) in the 
firft I got but little relief; and in the laft could not 
open my mouth in the miniftry. 

On the firft-day following, the aad of nth mo. 
I was at meeting at Smith's Creek, in fufFering 
£lence. About this time Satan feemed almoft let 
loofe upon me, to buffet me with doubts, even in 
things wherein I had been well eftablifhed and 
afiured. And perfuaded I am, I have no words ade- 
quate to the full and cl(^ar defcription of the bufFet- 
mgs, horror, and diftrefs, that feized and bore down 
my drooping foul ; but I have fmce clearly feen, 
that the Lord's determination was, that if I would 
ftill be his, I ftiould lay down my own life, that of 
my own will entirely, and in all things, and take 
him and his will for my only good, m and through 
ail. And as my own will was once more cruci£d 
and flain, my life laid down upon the crofs— ^11 
within mel bowed — On this wife then my foul ad- 
drefled my God : * Lord, I know thou art all good- 
ftefs ; I have drank of the rivers of pleafure at thy 
right hand, which is all of thy mere bounty and 
grace ; I furrender my all, once more to thee with- 
out refcrve. Here I am — do with me whatever 
thou pleafeft — ^bleffed and adored be thy name for 
ever— I yield to thy will — not mine, but thine be 
done. Amen.' 

After this full furrender of my will and ray all, 
light fprang in my foul ; darknefs fled before it ; 
Satan's head was bruifed ; God did truly bruife Sa- 
tan under me ; I faw his powet vj^&VvreCw^^s -ass^ 
that the Lord God Ommpoletvt OaW t«vu\r.^ on^ 



196 JOURNAL OF 

all. Life and immortality was again, as it were, 
brought to light out of the depth of obfcurity, and 
eftablifhed over all in meridian hrightnefs and aflu- 
rance in my foul. Great enlargement followed this 
fore confli(fi, and my confolation was full, and un* 
fpeakably glorious — blefled for ever be the Lord my 
ood, and wonderful leader ! in the heights my foul 
will praife him, and for the depths of proftration 
will I magnify his name, who makes all things 
work together tpr good to thofe who truly love him. 
—Love him, O my foul, for ever, and fubmit thy 
all to his holy care and keeping, through every try- 
ing time. 

After this moll trying conflidl, I found my way 
opened again* and had meetings at Crooked- Run, 
Center, Mount Pleafant, Bear-Garden, Back- Creek, 
Hopewell, Middle- Creek, Tufkarorah, and Bull- 
Ikin, all open good meetings, and moft of them 
eminently fo, even to my own admiration ! Truth's 
dodlrines were largely opened with divine life and 
authority; many who were much unacquainted 
with true religion were much reached ; and fuch as 
were hungering and thirfting after fomething more 
fubftantial than they had yet feelingly known, 
were greatly refreftied. My foul bowed in awful- 
nefs before that God, who, through the deeped 
probations and difcouragements, fafely brought mc 
on in the right way ; landed mc on firm ground ; 
and even made my moft fiery trials and extreme 
conflifls promotive of almoft inexpreffible enlarge- 
ment and confolation. 

Oh ! he well knows what he is about, in fuf- 
fering his chofen followers to be thus clofely tried 
•*— indeed this is the very way they become chofen \ 
for he ever choofeth them in the furnace of affliaion : 
here he refines them as gold fcven times tried in the 
jSrc: thus they bear \\\^\voV'^ Uw > >5k^% vl\e^ arc 
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made able to dwell with that, wHich» to every thing 
finfttl, isas a devQuring fir€^ and ever lofting burmngs, 
and not be hurt ; the fire fhall not kindle on them 
to devour; the fmell of it fliallnot be on their gar- 
ments ; but every thing in them that is chaffy inall 
be burnt up, in» and by this unquenchable fire ; fo 
the weighty fubftantial wheat comes to be gathered 
into the garner. Oh! tliou travellei Sion*ward, 
whenever the Lord leads thee in this line, think 
not that none have walked the way before thee ; 
but remember it is the high-way to glory ; the only 
trodden path to bleflednefs — remember others, be- 
fore thou waft brought forth, have deeply experi- 
enced it, have tafted the wormwood and the gall ; 
and been ready to think it impoffible for them ever 
to come forth into the light again, or to rejoice in 
God, the rock, and horn of their falvation. But 
be thou patient, be thou faithful to death ; vea, in 
and through this inward death, and thou (halt re- 
ceive a crown of life : for it is an eternal truth, 
that though many arc the afflidtions of the righte- 
ous, yet, afluredly the Lord delivers them out of 
them all. 

Next I had a meeting the 4th of the T2th month 
in the Prefbyterian meeting-houfe at Winchefter : 
a glorious good meeting it was— I was ready to 
think near as much fo, as our low ftate, while 
clothed with clay, is capable of. Several important 
do^ines of the gofpel were largely opened, having 
ftrength and utterance given — every mind feemed 
huihed into a degree of avvfulnefs and reverence i 
all glory and praife be afcribed to him who is our 
only fufficiency ; for witli gratitude, and proftration 
of foul before him, it may l)e truly fald, * hitherta 
hath the Lord helped us !'* — On 7th-day I was 
helped, to my own and others joy , at Friends monthly 
meeting at Crooked- Run *, and o\fo tvtiv ^^ •ax'^^x^ 

T Tcv^tv^^'^ 

* 1 Sam. vu. la. 
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meeting at Culpepper. Indeed the arm of thd 
Lord was marvelloufly made bare in our fevour, 
frcmi place to place, throughout the foregoing fa- 
voured meetings. From thence on to Southland; 
Soudi-ForkyGoofe-Creek, and Leefburg. At South- 
land I parted with my dear friend Catlet Jone^, 
who had been very acceptably with me moft of the 
time fince I parted with my beloved fnend James 
Ladd ; but now he returned to his family. I was 
at that place laft fpring, as I went fouthward, and 
though I was ihut up there then, yet 1 felt fuch an 
engagement for the profperity of that little ineeting 
and neighbourhood, that I felt moft eafy, now on 
my return, to viiit them again ; having been drawn 
in fpirit to look towards them, at times, ever fince 
I was there before. We had now a heavenly wa» 
tering time together, praifed be the Lord, whofe 
power was emmently over all. 1 believe I have 
never known a more confbnt fulnefs of God's love» 
life, and qualifying prefence ; nor a more continued 
cheer fulnefs in and out of meetings, for fo long a 
time, than (blefled be the Lord) I have now been 
^voured with, fince my extreme tribulation and 
diftrefs at SmithV Creek, and about that time. Oh, 
the heights and depths ; may neither the one nor 
the other ever feparate my foul from ttie love of 
Godt— I well know the propriety and need of our 
Saviour's caution, * pray ye that your flight be nor 
* in the winter ; neither on the fabbath-day.'*— 
Great care is necefiary, in both theie ftates— *per- 
haps our Lord mentioned the winter firft, as it is 
the trials and diftrefs of that painful difpenfation 
which prepares for, and, if patiently endured^ ter- 
minates in the comfortable rejoicings of the fabbath- 
day To abound, we muft be abafed ; if we will 
reign with Chrift, we muft fufter with him : but. 
Oh the danger of letting in dlfcouragements in the 
winter feafon, when a\V (eems coVd ^v\d oncomfort- 

* Matt, xxw.io. 
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able within ; even fometimes benumbing, and al-^ 
moft deadly frbft.— Here, thou exercifed traveller 
Sion-ward, if thou art not very watchful and care- 
ful to abide in the faith and patience of the faints^ 
thou wilt be very likely to take thy flight, from 
walking in the light, and firm abiding on the ever* 
lading rock and foundation ; by letting in and giv« 
ing way to doubts, difputings, difiruft, murmur- 
ings, anddefpair ; and fo repine at the difpenfations 
of Divine Providence, who is proving thee for thy 
good. Here many have took their flight in the win- 
^r, and let go their hold of what they had received* 
^d fo have loft their crown ! for the terms are, * be 
' thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 

* crown of life.'* If thou abideft fteadfaft through 
the wintry difpenfation, the Lord will bring thee to 
the opening ijpring, to the fummer, and the fabbath* 
day ; here thou wilt praife him on the banks of de^ 
liverance ; here thou wilt be made to fhout and 
fing ! f for, lo, the winter is paft ; the rain is over 

* and gone ; the flowers appear on the earth ; the 
' time of the flnging of birds is come ; and the 

* voice of the turtle is heard in our land.'f But 
now, in. the midft of thy rejoicing, have a care ; 
ibnd faft ; fee thou takeft not thy flight on the 
labbath-day, Danger awaits thee on every fide ; 
thott art a frail mortal, and thy deftrudion, if it 
Cometh upon thee, will be of thyfeif ; but thy help 
can be only in and of the Lord ; therefore look un- 
to him, for ' he that trufteth in his own heart, is a 
*' fool/:|: Let him that thinketh he ftandeth, even 
though his foul is filled with good, and overflows 
with fongs of joy, take heed leaft he fall— even now 
this care is eminently neceflary— 4his is a moment 
wherein the watch is peculiarly needful-— hence the 
precious caution in regard to thefe two feafons of 
moft preffing danger — Whence, alfo, he preached the 
watchf and that repeatedly, lo Vu^ dXlcv^^^ ^^:^\.^ 

* Rev. ii. 10. f Cant, il ii, la. It'StoN . w^rvvv A^ 
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ol/ ; * what I fay unto you, I fay unto a//, watch, '^ 
He knew all needed it ; not only the dcjeSed and 
tlcpreffed foul, but even, and efpecially, the joyful 
heart— the mind of him whom joy overflows. My 
foul well knows the myftery of tnefc things by re* 
peatcd experience ; but 1 have found, that, in pro- 
portion as all pride of every kind is done away, or 
bid from man (which is God*s work) and the crea- 
ture fully humbled and reduced to the lofs of all 
things, the Lord is pleafed more abundantly to fill 
us with divine good ; and to continue its blefled 
feplenifhuigs unio us I for through this abafement 
we are enabled to bear this fulnefs without being 
puffed up, or thinking great things of ourfelves. 
Man is exceedingly inclined to independence, and a 
language on this wife — my own arm has brought 
falvation — is not this great Babylon, which /, great 
/, have builded, for mine own and kingdom*s ho* 
nour ? &c. — Yes. Oh, thou who thus buildeft^ be 
aflured, whenever thou beginneft to think much of 
thyfclf, and that thou of thyfelf 'haft done fomc- 
thing that is good, thou art a Babylonifh idolater ; 
thou art ereaing a Babel. This is great Babylon 
indeed, which thou, a poor worm of the duft, art 
rearing up ; and all this muft be brought down, be- 
fore thou comeft to live by faith ; or canft fay in 
truth, * I live ; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in mc,'t 
—and * by the grace of God I am what I am.'J 
It is truly a great attainment to be nothing but what 
grace maketh us ; yet this is the cafe, in regard to 
the things of religion, with all who *do nothing of 
ihemfelves ; but have re/ied from their own wprks, 
as God did fi-om his,'§— here * God is all in all/— 
O, feek it — lay hold of it, and fecure it to thy foul, 
by dyings dally ; dying unto all that can or would 
iSt of itfetf, make hafte, or be always ready ; for 

this 

* Murk xiii. x-j. t Q^- '"' *^' *^ ^ ^'*^' *^ ^ ^"^^ 
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this can never do any thing better, whatever it 
boafls, than build for thee and^thers a Babel of con^ 
/i^fln.— Therefore, let him that hath an ear, hear 
what the fpirit faith unto the Churches^ in order to 
gather all that will follow the Lamb, into the living 
gofpel worfhip in fpirit and in truth, within the 
inward temple. 

On 7th'day, the 12th of 12th month, I attended 
the fele£t quarterly meeting at Fairfax ; next day 
the publick meeting ; and, on fecond-day, one for 
publick worihip and the difcipllne of the church i 
and, on third-day, a large publick meeting for the 
youth and others. I was (but up throughout, ex- 
cept fome clofe communications in the k\t{k meet- 
ing,- and in that for publick worihip on firft-day^ 
My foul was deeply diftrefled under a fenfe that 
fo.me .were negle£ting an inward feeling after Godp 
and were foolifhly looking out for words. — Oh I 
bow thfs wounds the living, and adds to the bonds 
of thofe who have no other to look to but the Lord 
alone ! fcarce any thing tends more powerfully to 
ihut up the fprings of life. — ^4th-day i6th, attended 
the mid-week meeting at the fame place ; and next 
day had a good meeting at the Gap ; and on 6th 
and 7th days, feeing no way to go forward, I retted^ 
ivrote, and waited further diredlions. 

On ift-day, the 20th, I attended the meeting 
again ^t Fairfax ; our friend Peter Yarnall alfo at- 
tended it, on a religious vifit. I fat long in fufier* 
ing filence ; but at length, ftanding up,. got for- 
ward with much difficulty ; fuch mountains of ob<- 
ftruiSion lying in my wa]^, arifing from the ftateft 
of fome pretent, as I believed, that 1 feemed not 
enabled to get along far, before I found it beft to ijit 
down, rather abruptly ; and fitting quiet and fllll 
in mind, although I doubt not bvxX. vscdxv^ \k\^^^\>x 
thought me a fool, yet 1 felt icS\^^ v:* ^\ANa« 

T ^ 
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their ridicule— But after fitting a good while, atitf 
finding I could not leave the place ea(y» and the 
meeting having continued already to an unufual 
length, I ftood up again, intending to defireanother 
meeting next day ; but as I was not hafty to utter, 
any thing, but waited to feel and fee my way in 
every word, I went on from one fentence to another 
for fome time, ftill expe£b*ng to requeft another 
meetinp, but I could not find liberty fo to do ; inftead 
thereotnnding my mind gradually and unexpeAedly 
opened and enlarged, until Trutn reigned over all f 
I attained at length a great degree of relief to my 
mind — the meeting ended abundantly more to my 
fatisfadtion, and fome others, than I had expelled 
■*— blefled be the Helper of Ifrael, who ftill as of 
old, ^ leadeth the blind in paths they have not 
•Icnown/* 

On 4th-day, the 25th, I had an open good meet** 
mg at Bufh-Creek in Maryland, having crofiEed the 
great river Patoivmack on 2d-day, being, as 1 hope, 
clear of Virginia.-— On 5th-day, a^th, had a very 
good open meeting at Pipe-<Jreek in Maryland; 
and on feventh day at MonalleA in Pennfylvanta, 
and fo on to Huntington, Warrington, Newbury, 
and York, having meetings at each of thefe places 
to good fatisfadiion. At York I had three, the- 
two laft laborious ; but I felt in good degree clear 
of the town. And on 6th-day, the ift of rft 
month, 1790, I went to a place called Wright*^ 
Ferry, on the river Sufquehanna, where I had a 
pretty good meeting at the widow Wright's ho\ife 
— and the three next days, three bleiTed meetings at 
Lancafter, Lampeter, and Sadfbury ; then on jd-day 
the 5th, another fuch at Eaft Nottingham in Mary- 
land— —Next day another fuch at Weft Notting- 
ham in Maryland — and the day following anotdner 
at L/rrJe-Britain in Peniv(^Vv?iu\^ \ ^tvd on 6th-dav, 
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the Still, a blefled and very open oire at Dcer-Creek, ' 
over Sufquehanna in Maryland— On firft-day, the 
roth, through deep fuflFering, I was confidcrably 
opened and enlarged in the fore and afternoon meet- 
ings at Baltimore. I (laid a few days in this placOf 
am then rode to Little Falls, attending meeting 
there on 5th -day, the r4th ; and foon to Saffafiras, 
(on the eaftern more of Maryland) Headof Chefter^ 
George-Town/ Cecil, Chefter meeting, and Chef- 
ter-Town ; then to Churchill, Queen- Annuls, and 
Tuckahoe ; having open good meetings at all thefe 
places, to the humiliation of my mindy and bowing' 
me into thankfulnefs and proftration before the 
Lord, who alone giveth ability for every religious 
fervice."— Next day, being 3d of the week, and "^tffi^ 
of the month, I attended the quarterly meetingof- 
ininiAers and elders at Third-Haven ; the two next* 
days was held the quarterly meeting for church dif-' 
cipline ; on the day following the monthly meeting 
there.— The two nrft of thefe four days were pain- 
fully exercifing ; but through patience in tribulation ^ 
and not prefuming to put forth a hand, or go for- 
ward, until the Shepherd of ifrael went before me, 
leading me on in the openings of light and hfe, I at 
length obtained defiverance, triumphed over all op-^ 
poution^ and coming forth from under that weight 
of death and darkneTs 1 had felt, found renewed' 
ability the two laft days thoroughly to relieve my 
mind among them ; which was not only to the re- 
proof of the lukewarm and difobedient, but abun- 
dantly to riie watering and refreihment of thofe who 
were truly hungering and thirfting after righteouf- 
Aefs. I was made fenfible that there was prefent a 
Iktle remnant who truly loved the Lord, and whofe 
meat and drink it was to do his will ; and blei&d bd 
his holy name for ever, they, with my own fool' 
were eminently ^//^^/. 

Next day I had a meeting al l\\^ ^^^-^^^ % *^^ ^^ ^ 
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filent and dull for a long time ; after which m^ 
mouth was opened in the pure gofpel (pring, and 
the meeting continued fome confiderable time 
longer, in a very open and relieving manner ; the 
nature of gofpel worfhip and of all real gofpel 
miniftry, being largely opened to the people— may 
it faften as a nail in a Aire place. Oh > how I have 
mourned before the Lbrd, under a fenfe of the death 
and formalitjr which reigns in Chriftendom ! for 
want of waiting for divine help, and through pu(h« 
ing forward in man's time and ability, which brings 
forth but a form of godlinefs and devotion, without 
the life and power of it. 

Op ift-day the 31ft, I had a very large and highly 
favoured meeting at Third-Haven, among the in- 
habitants of the town, many of whom had not 
been at any of the preceding meetings there. Gof- 
pel light mined eminently among us, and I hope 
and believe inftru£tion was fealed on fome mii]ujs 
prefent; in a manner not eafily to be erafed.— The 
two next days we had meetings at Choptank and 
Marfhy-Creek, both precious feafons after long 
waiting,— The two days following thefe, we were 
at meeting with the Nicholites (fo called) at two of 
their meeting-houfes ; and, after long and painful 
waiting, I laooured among them, I hope to the be«> 
nefit of fome of their fouls. 

After this we went into Delaware ftate, and had 
meetings at our friend Baptis Lay's at Cold Spring, 
Lewis-Town, Three-Runs, Mother-kill, Frederico^ 
and Mother-kill a^ain. We were helped through 
to profit and relief in them all ; though moftly in a 
way much to the fubjeftion of our own creaturely 
wills. Oh ! what need there is to lie low, 9m, 
rife only as the pure life arifes, left we be found. 
offering ftrange fire, ot X\i\\Vi% up a tool on the 
Xcxrfi altar.— CoutcuUatiiX Va ^ Vj«Vj ^\fc^ «A 
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moving on gently in th6 real neceffity, is highly ac- 
cepiabie to bim without whom we can do nothing. 
Hepc we acknowledge his might, his right to com- 
mand even faithfulnels in the little, which fails not 
if we rightly obey, to make us, in his own time, 
rulers over much ; and fometimes to our own great 
admiration. — Indeed it vrzs fo in feveral of thefc 
meetings — that at Lewis-Town ami that at Frede- 
rico being times of high favour: the people were 
moftly not of our fociety, no m^eetino of Friends 
being ufually held at either place. Alfo the meet- 
ings at Mother-kill were in the end, feafons of en- 
largement, though through difficulty, hard labour, 
and clofe inward attention ; efpecially the laft, 
Mlherein the Lord eminently evinced to us, beyond 
all room for doubt, that when he opensy none can 
fhut— for he did remarkably both (hut and open,* 
and even before he opened tne way in full clearnefs, 
he brought us under a tieceffity of labouring in the 
little, wherein dear Mary Berry, a ikilful labourer, 
was made viftorious ; but we both found, that, 
move ever fo carefully and gently, as in the real 
neceffity, it was not for a long feafon the Lord's 
time or will to open fully or give us to reign : the 
fted was under fuffi;ring, and we muft fufrer with 
it, and did very deeply and painfully, and laboured 
in great boweanefs and abafement. — But bleffed be 
thfe Lord God of Ifrael, in his own time ever beft, 
he marvel loufly arofe— -opened the way with clear- 
nefs : then all that was c^pofed proved unable to 
fhut It. 

We then had meetings at Dover and Little Creek, 
both highly favoured ; at the clofe of that at Little 
Creek, I had to part with my faid fridnd Mary 
Berry, Richard Bartlet, his wife a worthy friend, 
and John Dickenfon ; a tender parting it was^ ixot 
eafily to be forgotten — may xV\e "LqxS \vo\^ ^^^:ci^ 

* Rev. iu. 7- 
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and my own foul, in his holy hand for ever !— On 
2d-day the I4th9 we were at Duck- Creek ; Qd-day 
at Appoauinamink ; 4th, at White-Clay Creek ; 
5th, at Wilmington-— ail good open meetings— the 
two firft very relieving— in the two laft relief was 
obtained through ciofe attention and creaturely fub- 
jedtion. I then went to Philadelphia.— On firft- 
day the 20th, I attended, in the forenoon, the 
meeting at Pine- Street ; afternoon at the Bank, and 
in the evening at Market-Street. — On 2d-day the 
fele£t morning meeting ; 3d-day monthly meeting 
at the Bank ; 4th-day the monthly meeting at Pkie* 
Street ; 5th -day preparative meeting at Market* 
Street, where aifo was a marriage ; and on 6tb-day 
the monthly meeting of Friends belonging to Market- 
Street meeting. My mind was deeply baptized into 
fympathy with the fufiering feed in all thefe oieeN 
ings — but as I was favouredand enabled to keep in 
the life, and attentive lo the openings thereof, I got 
relief from day to day, in a line of clofe plain deal- 
ing, which was to me very laborious ; to fome 
prefent very alarming ; and to others greatly confo- 
lating and encouraging. 

And now, finding my mind greatly relieved from 
a heavy weight of exercife, I had to behold the 
great danger of taking my flight on a day of reft and 
pleafantnefs. — Oh, how careful ought we to be in 
all our words and actions, left, feeling eafe^ and 
liberty in our minds, we tranfgrefs the holy limits 
and boundaries of Truth ; offend fome of the little 
ones ; and wound our own fouls ! Oh, thou only 
preferver of men, preferve me, I pray thee, in a 
humble watchful ftate, with mine eye (ingle to thv 
holy light, both in heights and depths, bencefcMth 
for ever. Amen. 

*\ 
Oa 7th.day the 2^l\i, 1 Irft the city, and rode 
to By berry, t9 the hov^fe ot xWx. ^^V^ ^^^vv^w^aA 
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jnioifter of the gofpel James Thornton, whom I 
much loved and honoured-^-his heahh was ill, but 
I felt him to be alive in the everlafting truth ; I 
felt near and dear unity with him in the inward 
covenant of divine life, where I faw and felt him 
hid with Chrift in God ; grown up to the ftature 
of a man in Chrift, and into the heavenly authority 
and eftablifhment, as a pillar in the temple of God, 
that (hall go no more out.— I was much edified by 
his cpnverfation, and judicious unafFefted remarks. 
•«*-*Oh ! that my latter end may he like his ! — Next 
day I attended the meeting at faid Byberry, and be- 
ing livingly opened into the ftate of things among 
them, and helped to difcharge my mind in Truth^ 
holy authority, I felt great relief and fatisfa6lion.— - 
And the day following, having fpent a little more 
time with ray dear friend James Thornton, and 
viiited his fon Jofeph, a choice young man, but 
Tery low, and likely before long to finiih his courfe 
here, I parted with them in rulnefs of gofpel en- 
dearment, and rode to Wrightftown, where next 
day I had an open precious time at their monthly 
meeting. Then went home with my dear friend 
John Simpfon, who, having been on a religious 
viiit in New-England fince 1 left home, had kindly 
viiited my dear wife an4 family, to his own, and I 
doubt not to their fatis&ftion and comfort. 

Next day the 4th of the week and third of the 
month, I went to fee my kind friend Thomas 
Smith and his family, of Buckingham, where, and 
at whofe houfe, my dear former companion Jofeph 
Mitchel was fick and died. We were glad to fee 
each other ; and Thomas kindly rode with me 
to Kingwood, in Weft New-Jerfey, over the river 
Delaware, where, 'on fifth-day, I had a good refrefti- 
ing meeting — and another on 6th, day at our friend 

/ofeph Moore's, to a degree of <aU"&^ieCvo\v, ,^\sk^ 
returned to Kingwood, patXAXva V^\^TVq«v^^'2^ 
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Jofeph Moore's. I (laid at Kingwood (not befnr 
dear) until after the meeting on firft-day the 7th 
of the mohth ; an open, large, and enlamd meet- 
ing It was» to my great relief, and I trull to the 
lauing benefit of divers others. 1 then had meetings 
on third-day at Hard wick, and fifth -day at Mend- 
bam— in both Truth wrought relief and enlarge- 
ment. And feeling clear of thefe parts, I went to 
New-York, where, on firft-day the 14th, my mind 
and mouth were livingly opened which had never 
been the cafe in that city before, filence having 
always been my lot when there; but now my 
tongue was loofed, though in a clofe and fomewhat 
alarming manner, yet greatly to my own peace, 
both fore and afternoon — after which was held, by 
appointment, an evening meeting ; it was large, " 
and dear Ifaac Everett, of Pennfylvania, now on 
his return from a religious vifit into New-England, 
Was livingly opened and favoured in this evening 
meeting, — 1 alfo had a few words in this meeting, 
and then felt clear of the city. But dear Ifaac ap- 
pointed another meeting next day — I ftaid and at- 
tended it — he was helped to declare deep truths in 
Truth's authority — and the defire of my heart was, 
and is, that they may be duly regarded. 

On Qd-day I left the city, and was the next day at 
monthly meeting at Weftbury on Long-lfland; 
^th-day at the monthly meeting at Jericho; 6th-day 
at meeting at Martinicock ; yih-day at Cow- Neck ; 
firft day at Weftbury again ; and on ad-day at 
Bethphage — on the whole being greatly relieved in 
fpirit after thefe meetings, wherein I had known 
much fubjeftion of the creaturely will, I found my 
mind quite clear and eafy : and fo, taking a liearty 
farewell of my dear friends on the Ifland, I fet out 
for New-England, and got home to my dear wife 
and family on 7lh-day, the 2*jth of faid third month. 
And being thankful \u Vvt^xt \w tivv^vv^^N^css-rnVsv 
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ulbal health, and having to believe that I had finifti- 
eil the fervice required of me at this time, and had 
been directed and enabled to return as I wen\ forth,» 
in the Lord^s own time and wiil, I bowed low ill 
inward awfulnefs and proftration before him, once 
more giving up and dedicating my life and my all 
to his fervice, in full fairh and ailurance that, if I 
reiy wholly on him, and remain to be given up to 
be juft where and what he pleafes, go at his com- 
mand, and come at his command, and at his com- 
mand ftand ftill, he will not fail or forfake me ; 
but will bear up, fupport, and preferve, through alt 
toffings, tempefts, and dangers, both inward and out- 
ward ; and that ' though the fig-tree ihould not 

* bloflbm, nor fruit be in the vine ; though the la- 

* hour of the olive fhould fail, the flocks be cutofF 

* from the fold, and no herd be in the ftaJI ; though 
all earthly confolation (hould fail ; yet ftill I mayi. 
and if (leadfadly patient and faithful, certainly flinll, 
amidft all confluS^s, dangers, and toils, at times and 
feafoils, * rejoice in the Ldrd, and joy in the God 

* of my falvation ;'* and finally fing his praife for 
ever, in that habitation, the houfe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 

My dear wife and children, as alfo my friends, 
appeared glad of my fafe return to them again ; and 
on my own part, I was truly glad once more to l)e 
favoured with their endeared company and coiwer- • 
fation — may we all fo abide in the holy root of life, 
and fo under the influence and diredtion of the in- 
ward light, as that we may be mutual helps and en- 
couragements to each other, in the arduous path 
and pilerimage of a truly chriftian life, through the 
remaining courfe of time allotted us in this vale u£ 
tears, this fcene of viciffitudes, tribulations, and joys. 

I was out on this excrcifiuo y^wx^^^,^ ^'sj^-is. 'JisA 
* Haba. Wi. ^J, "ift* 
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about iifteeu days, and travelled, by computation,' 
about five thoufand three hundred miles. And 
though my trials and inward exercifes have often 
been more deeply proving than I have words to con- 
vey to any who have not travelled a path of like 
pamful experience ; yet I have ever found, that as 
£iith and patience have been abode in» and fufier- 
ings quietly fubmitted to, the refult has been, a 
coming forth with fongs of praife and hallelujahs, 
into the vi&ory and dominion of Truth, and the 

florious liberty of the fons of God.-— And I think 
may fay, that through divine help, without which 
I know I can do nothing, 1 have been preferved 
through fome of the deepen probations, and tribu- 
lations of my life, in more conftant reiignation to 
the divine will, than ever was for a like fpace of 
time, and under equal extremity of trial, and varied 
anxiety, nay attainment and experience before !— 
BldOfed for ever, over all, \rt the great name of the 
Lord, and to him be all the praife. 
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CHAP. IX. 

jdn account of his wife^s laftjicknejs and deatbr^fome 
of her dying faytngs^ and his peculiar exerctfes and 
trials at that time^ and efpecially on that occafion. 

HAVING thus performed the fervice required 
of me in the fouthern dates, I pafled near 
three years at and about home ; and had, as ufual, 
many clofe trials and befetments to pafs through 
from time to time, till in the 7th month 1791, it 
pleafed the Moft High to prove me in a very near 
and heart-exerciiing manner, in the removal by 
death of my dearly beloved wife. This trial came 
at a time when I was otherwaya deeply plunged in- 
to many probations, both inwardly and outwardly.. 
My ftate indeed to me bore a lively refemblance to 
that of Job of old— wave on wave, and forrow up- 
on forrow, feemed almoft ready to fwallow me up. 
But the Lord had an ind in all my. forrows.— >And 
had he not been with me in the deeps, and home up 
mv head above the waves, I had been fwallowed up 
fucidenly, and drowned in the mighty waters of af* 
fliaion! 

I thought before my wife*s ficknefs, it was very 
doubtful whether I mould ever get fafely througn 
my many befetments: but alas F in the midft of 
thefe trials, it pleafed the Lord to take from me the 
dear partner of my joys, and fympathifer in my for- 
rows. — She was confined to her bed-chamber two 
weeks, during great part of which time, fhe was in 
exqulHte bodily pain, which ih&bore with becom- 
ing patience. One day (he lay flill and quiet, as if 
ihe was in a {lumber ; but on hearing it remarked 
at night, that it had been a favourable day to her as 
to pain, (he faid, it had been a day of much pain to 
her, though (he had not cotu^lamed^iat fti'^^'«5^\ss^ 
liberty to complain '; b\it {ovx^d vxVv^^ ^^RJt \a "^^^js- 
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all that was laid upon her patiently. I kept an ac- 
coant of divers lively expreffions which dropped 
from her in her iicknefs, and which abundantly 
evinced her refignation of mind and acquiefcence 
with the diviue will in regard to her approaching dif- 
folution, which fhe feemed clearly fenfible of, and 
divers times fpake of ; but what I Wrote got miflaid, 
and I have not fmce found it ; I much regret the 
lofs of it, and efpecially becaufe her advice to our 
dear children might have been rery ufeful.-— She alfo 
gave very fuitable advice to her brothers and (ifters, 
and cxprefled her thankfulnefs to her parents for their 
watchful and even reftraining care exercifed towards 
ber in her younger years, when ibe ofed to think a 
Kttle more liberty would have been no harm ; but 
now (he faw (he was then too ignorant of the dan* 
gerous tendency of thofe liberties, and rejoiced that 
they did not give way to her inclinations. -*-Shc 
pre (Ted it upon her brothers and fillers to remember 
their parents in their old age—* told them, they had 
done much for them when they were unable to help 
themfelves — that now they were growing old andfee- 
b}e,they fhould be kind to them, and not forget them. 
She alfo defired them not to forget their brother, 
(meaning myfelf ) faying, ♦ he will have many af- 

• flidlions to pafs through, with much care. — And 

• likewife forget not thefe little children, they will 
*" mifs their mother, and need the care of their gn- 

• cles and aunts.* And fpeaking to one of her fifc 
ters, faid, * thou Iwft done a great deal for them, 

• and muft not think of doing lefs when their mo- 

• ther is gone.* 

She charged it upon our children to be obedient to 

their father, loving to one another, and good, to their 

aged grandfather. — Two Friends coming in, who 

Iiad both been widowers, after feveral other weighty 

expreffions^ {he defived tVvem tvov t.o ^ox^^x. vV^.^ af- 

/^k7iry— toW them they knevi loti\<iX\Cvcv^ c^ S>aj^^ 
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trials as her dear hufband would be furrounded with» 
and that flie hoped they would not be unmindful of 
him.— 1 can fcarcely write this account without 
mourning the lofs of that I wrote from day to day 
in her fit^nefs. 

One day, after exprefling her entire willingneb 
to be taken hence at this time^ ilie faid to me, * bift 
I have feveral times thought I ihould have been 
willing to have taken the care of thefe dear Chil- 
dren a little longer, if it had been the divine wil| 
— «nd I have thought, if it might have been (o 
ordered, I could have given up every thing thac 
might have been called for, even if it had been to 
give thee up to travel in truth's fervice, let the 
time be longer or (hotter : I have always given 
thee up with a good degree of cheerfulnefs, and 
have been fupported in thy abfence beyond my 
expe£btion ; and yet I have often thought, dnoe 
thy return from thy laft journey, that I did not 
know that I could ever eive thee upifigain, or bear 
up in thy abfence ; but m this fickneis I have felt 
as though I could give up all, if I might be fpared 
a little longer to help along in the care of the 
children— it has feemed to me that i fhould giv^ 
thee up, ray dear hufband, to go where-ever the 
Lord might lead thee-— it has feemed fo, but may 
be it would not be fo with me, if I (hould be 
tried with it ; and perhaps 1 fhall be taken away, 
that thou mayeft be fet more fully at liberty to at- 
tend to the Lord's requirings, in whatever part of 
the world he may fee meet to employ thee.* Then 
/he expreiled her deep fen(e of my kindnefs to her 
m her ficknefs, and her heart>felt fympathy with 
me in my trials, paft, prefent, and to come, and 
her living de&res for my fupport and prefervation 
through all, to the end of my race, in fuch a vslq^i- 
ing manner, that the frefti toafc xW^^l \xy^^ vas^ 
Afiut when I rccoUcdk the x\m& toiJ^ i\xVte»» ^^"^ . 
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converfation— and I truft I fliall not focm, if arer, 
forget the endearment and folemnity attending it. 

On my going into the room very {bortly before 
the fcene was clofed' with her liere, (he exprefled 
rreat gladnefs at feeing, me, and that (he had been 
.2e(iring me to come — d believe (he was fen(ible her 
end was }uft approaching.— Slie exprefled great 
thankfulnefs to her dear yottng.friend A. A. for the 
great care (he had taken of her through the night. 
All that was alive in me was moved at this time, 
' for 1 faw (he was juft going. Oh ! bow expreffive- 
ly (he looked upon me ! how endearing her ex- 
pre(Eona I but (he was foon paft conyer(ation9 and 
xefigned her foul up to him who gave it^ on the 
morning of the 5th of the 7th month 1791 » dying 
of a putrid diibrder, and was buried the 6th, in 
Friends burying ground, in Providence. 

Throngh^ivine help my mind was pretty well 
Ibyed, though deeply aflFeaed, and tenderly moved 
through her ficknefs, death, and burial. And thro' 
all, and after all, I have this confolation, that her 
foul was centred in divine love, and fweetened with 
a fore-tafte of heavenly enjoyment. And though 
painful to mc the feparation, and trying in many of 
my lonely moments ; yet iii God 1 have confidence 
and hope of confolation, and I dare not do any other 
than blefs his holy name in every trial ; and if he 
but preferves my foul alive in him, and faithful in 
his covenant ; all elfe 1 yield to his all- wife difpofal. 

Many a mournful day and anxious night did I 
pafs through, in this my lonefome condition, and 
in a deep»felt fenfe of the bufFetings of Satan with- 
in, and certain outward probations, in wifdom fuf- 
. fcrcd to befct me. I (aw clearly I mu(V be redeemed 
from many things wV\eie\n lorjx^ ^^VJ^8l\\V9^i^k^^c- 
'doih if I wouWlivcvjVioW'^MtccoGo^, \^n»^^ 
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that he fuffered me to he many ways afflivSlcd, in 
order that I might be fo redeemed. Sometimes 
it feemed as if I could fcarce live through my in- 
ward baptifmsy and outward befetments ; yet dill 
prefled forward!^ untiU in a time of. deep diftrefs^ I 
found relief and confolation, in remembering, that 
fome of the moft diftreffing moniing$ of my life, 
have been followed by fome of the mod happy and 
joyful evenings, and fome of the moft melancholv 
evenings, by mornings of moft itlbft^tial gladnefs 
—therefore drew the following cooclufion ; I wilt 
ftrive to moderate my joy in the moment of prof- 
perity— and in the hour of adverCty, 1 will endea- 
vour to hope ; for though forrow may remain for 
the night, yet joy cometh iu the morning. 




CHAP; 
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CHAP. X. 

Extrails from his diary ^ and an account of his vijtt 

into ConneHicut, 

•jth flM. iith.'T FEEL that I (land in need of a re- 
*79^* JL "cwal of my flrength, in regard 
to religious life and progrefe, and am airedi con- 
firmed, a chriftian's life is (as he minds his proper 
bufineis) a contiittial warfare !«-Oh my fouU watch 
and'pray continual ly-^and think not to get forward 
rightly by an intermitting watch ; a watch fome- 
times pretty well ipaintained ; and anon, almoA or 
quite wholly neglefled ; for be aflured the enemy 
will make an inroad upon thee, if thou thus ne« 
gle£left the watch. O holy Father, and Fountain 
of light, life, and ftren^, I pray thee, enable me 
to watch and pray without ceafing. 

1 6th day. AffliAed and not comforted; ye( 
dare not let go my hold, nor look out to vifihles for 
enjoyment. Mv (late feeiTied that of almoft total 
abftinence. 230. Humbled and bowed in grateful 
proftration and reverence, in contemplating on the 
wonderful ffoodnefs of God to mankind through all 
ages, efpecially in opening and revealmgy by his 
holy (pirit, the deep things of liis heavenly king- 
dom to poor frail man. — 27th, a day of great de« 
liverance and enlargement in gofpel authority in the 
minidry and do£lrme of Chrift— -and fome (aithful 
labours for the good of the brethren in a more pri* 
vate way— -aSth, fat under my own vine and fig- 
tree, where none could make afraid.— -aoth, I find 
yet need pf dying daily, have in good degree fub- 
initted to it this day. Lord, let not thine hand 
fpare, nor thine eye pity, till thou bringeft forth 
judgment unto vi&ory in me. — 5th of 8th mo. I 
Ael th^t my God has grt;ix\^ wea^Tvcd^ ^ud is wean- ' 
Jog me i but J want to W wkt xo b.^> ^oi^ 'v^ 
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with tny Saviour^ * I have overcome the world/* 
I greatly defire fully and unrefervedly to die to ever^f 
thing that is not of the Father, whether it be of the 
world, the fle{h, or the devil— in fliort, to know 
an overcoming of all evil, and all evil motions atid 
defires, lb as that they may die at the root. And, 
indeed, this is the only true and eflFedlual overcom- 
ing ; * for * now alfo the ax is laid unto the root of. 
the tree,^t not the branches onty to lop aind crop 
them, but to cut up the tree at the very root. Aiid 
talk what men will of imputation-^none are thofe 
overcomers to whom the proniife is made and wilt 
be performed, that they (hall * eat of the hidd<en 

* manna* t — * have a right to the tree oif lifc'tft— re- 

* ceive a white ftone and a hew name' — * enter la 

* through the gates into the city, and be made pit- 
^ lars in the temple of God, that ih^ll go no more 

* out.'§ But thofe who rtaaintain the warfare agaihitl 
fin, until Satan is wholly bruifed under them, and 
the * lavyr of the fpirit of life in Chrifl Jefus fet 

* them free from the law of fin and death.'— Oh I 
bleHcd holy God, and Father of altour fure merges, 
lead on, I pray thee, as thou haft begun, my exer- 
cifed foul, through all the remaining fteps and fta- 

es of fanftification, until true judgment break' 
rthunto viftory over all fin in me. 



g 



6th.— Bleffed be the name of the Lord ! — the 
work goes on, righteoufnefs is fald to the Hne, and 
judgment to the plumb- line, in my foul. Lrtrd; 
fpar^ not, nor flay thy hand, cleanfe thorouahly 
the floor of my heart, and burn up-all the chaff in 
me with thy baptizing unquenchable fire. — -igth, 
I feel much reconciled to the divine will, and there* 
in to all my fufferings and affliAions, inward and 
outward ; and do not wi(h thfcm removed until thef 
have done all, for which the Lord leads toaVv^ 

* John xvi. 33. f MaU. V\\. \o. X'^w A\^ v^ 
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them. And further, it Is my defire» that I raav 
never feek or take fatisfa£lion in any thing this 
world aflbrds, otherwife than according to God^s 
moft holy will ; but that I may receive every 
bleffing, every favour, comfort, and coniblation, 
as alfo every trial, affli£)ion» crofs, and difappoint- 
ment, as coming from his hand — and fo learn truly 
to * rejoice evermore, and in every thing give 

• thanks:* '^ So let it be, O Lord my God, for 
ever, may l,1n every purfuit, attend to thy coun(eI 
and direction, may 1 lee in thylight, that it isneceflary 
and expedient that I be engaged in this or that, either 
fpiritual or temporal vocation — may 1 be ever ready 
and willing to pudue every neceilary engagementf 
cxercife and labour, of either kind— may a firm re-* 
iiance on thy providential care and bleffing, prevent 
all improper hafte or anxiety — may I purfue, from 
daj to day, the work and proper bufinefs of the day 
with fuitable diligence, moderation, and compofure» 
uhanxious for the event, or for what niay be to- 
morrow, or fome future time ; but firmly believing 
that all things wiU, and do work together for the 
good of every foul that truly loves thee — ^and that 
the only right way for me to promote the profperity 
of my future days, is, to 2iEt well my part to-day, 
in thy counfel ; leaving the difpofal of events to thy 
providential wifdom and goodnefs.— Thus wiH day 
unto day utter fpeech, and night unto night /hew 
knowleage.— One day's work, being rightly done, 
will tend towards the right opening to, and perform- 
ing aright, the work and fervice of the fucceeding 
iay— and here will be found no occafion to antici- 
pate the difficulties of the morrow, for * fufficient 

* unto the day is the evil thereof.*t On the one 
hand, there will be no time to be idle-— nor on the 
other, to be over anxious or troubled.— If fparrows . 
fall not to the ground without God's providence— ^ 

iurely be will never leave tvoi foxWiLt xJwi foul that 
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trufteth m him.—- The life indeed is more than 
meat, and the body than raiment. 

Hft, Highly favoured and greatly relieved was 
my exercifed mind, in the meeting at Uxbridge.— 
Truth*s teftimony flowed like oil, and important 
doiSrines were therein opened to the people. — 28th. 
This morning, I truft, my mind is in fubjeSion to 
the divine will, though heavily laden with inward 
cxercife. — Oh, gracious God, deliver me from all 
evil, and make me wholly thine !— In our forenoon 
meeting my foul praifed God in iilent adoration, on 
tlie banks of heart- felt deliverance. Dear Mary 
Ridgcway and Jane Watfon, from Ireland attende», 
and were livingly opened in the word of the Lord, 
and fpake with life and precidon to feveral dates pre- 
fent. I think words never dropt from human lips 
that ever fank deeper into my heart, than a few that 
dear Mary uttered towards the clofe of her teftimo- 
— fpeaking to the Lord's tried fervants, mention- 
, that where Chrift is, there they muft be ; and 
that flie had felt her mind very nearly united in 
deep fympathy with fome very clofely tried fouls 
prefent ; the added, * And it is with me juft to re- 

* Vive in the remembrance of thcfe, what Chrift 
^' faid to his dear difciples, Te are they which have 

* continued with me in my temptations^ and I appoint 

* unto you a kingdom^** Oh, there is deep mean* 
ing in it ; my foul felt it in the everlafting covenant 
of divine light and life, and well underftood the 
meanine of it. Verily, uniefs we not only know, 
what it IS to be with him in his temptations now 
aj!)d then a little while, but to continue with him 
to the end without forfaking him, we cannot reign 
with him in his kingdom. But ah ! faith my foul, 
the fore and almoft inexpreflible tribulations and 

^i(onili£ts that are endured by fuch for a fe^CobW^*^^ ^ 

* Lute xx\\. ^^. ^9% 
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truly and faithfully continue mth him in his temptatU 
9ns ! Formalifts may dream, conceive, and talk about 
r them ; but none know the depth thereof, but fuch 
as do, through all pain, peril, and probation, con^ 
tlnue with him. Bow low, Oh my foul, and blefs 
hi^ name for ever, that he has thus far enabled thee 
to be with him, not only in his reign, but again and 
again in poverty, fufferings, and death. Thou 
knoweft, thou deeply, painfully, and joyfully 
know eft, that this leads to, and muft, precede thy 
fellowffaip with him in glory. But fing, O ye hea- 
vens, and ftiout for joy, ye redeemed fouls on carih ; 
as the pilgrimage, though painful, is rightly conti- 
nued, and he is continued with through all ; every 
figh, and every forrow, is far more than compeniated 
to us, by the confolation that follows, when the an- 
gels mmifter to him and us, as fellowrheir^ of God, 
!rca, joint-heirs of glory ; therefore. Oh thou tribu- 
ated follower of Chrift, in the regeneration, hold 
on thy way, faint not, hold faft that thou haft re- 
ceived ; let no man take thy crown ; be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and he will give thee a crown of 
Jrfe, 

Afternoon, my foul bowed low before the Lord 
m reverent, thankful adoration, and blefted his holy 
name — And may his name be bleffed and praifed for • 
ever by me, and all the living. — Oh, the livings the 
living — they alone can praife him — the dead may 
fmg in the dead letter ; but cannot praife nor cele- 
brate the name of the Lort! Almighty. TIiis has 
been a day of divine favour, after a fctne of almoft 
unutterable anxiety and birternefs of foul often for 
many days and weeks paft ; the exercifcs that attend- 
ed me, the Lord my God alone is fully acquaint* 
ed with. But enough it is, that he knows them 
thoroughly, and that with him in fecret every figh 
is numbered, and every xe^v ViovxV^ u^ in remem- 
J>ra/)ce; and will ccnam\y> a^\vv^^\\\\^^'^'^®v^'^- 
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bode in, be changed into wine, new, in his heaven- 
Jy kingdom. Amen, Amen— thy will, Q God, be 
done for ever ! 

9th month, I ft. The Lord, the God of my life, 
was gracioufly pleafed to fill my foul with the over- 
flowing of aivine love, and infliinings of divine 
light, which continued with me until late in the 
night, and wherein I have been 'much inftrud^.— • 
And, O Lord, my God, 1 humbly crave of thee to 
enable me, rightly, to fettle, or to have and know, 
through thy help, rightly fettled in my mind, every 
neceflary rule, limit, and regula.ion of life; and diat 
thou wouldft fteadily hold my hand, and guide my 
feet, in ways that will pleafe thee, until every fuch 
rule and limitation, receive tlie fan<5\ion in my 
heart of 2^ divine law, that is not to be broken again 
for ever ; yea, until a confirmed and habitual ob« 
fervance of them (hall have conformed my whole 
life thereunto ; and therein to thy divine will, and 
heavenly image. Aipen ! 

loth month, 4th. Jefus Chrift is rpy onlyhope 
of glory — my only confolation in every wo. O, I 
long to be wholly his at ail timies— 1 long to be able 
to lay continually and truly, ^ my foul is even as a 
• weaned child.'* It is delightful to me to feel my- 
felf like a child — that is, weaned from what I moft 
delighted in — yea, from much if any remaining dc^ 
light in any thing but the Jove of God ihed. abroad 
in my foul. — loth month, 6th. Stiil thankful for 
prefervation, and begging to be preferved ; much 
broken off from all creacurely dependence, and all 
human, all earthly confolation ; caring very little 
where 1 am, or may be ; what I amj Or may be 
about ; or what does, or mav happen t?o me ; fo 
that in and through all I may be preferved from all 
fin. 1 fcarce have any wiih about m^ life^ whethec. 

* PfaU cxxxA. %. 
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I may li?e long* or be foon releafed ; whether I 
nay have little or much of this world ; little or 
much toil of body or mind ; little or much of the 
favours and friendfnip, or the frowns and reproaches 
of man— fo that through all, I may dwell fteadfaftly 
given up to the will of my God. 

loth month 7th. O, thou ever vvatchful, and 
unflumbering Shepherd of Ifrael, I beg and befeech 
thee, on the bended- knees of my (proftrated foul, 
that thou wouldft arife and fave ; and fufibr me not 
to crave thine aid in vain. O, make I pray thee, my 
fSeelings, on the approach of every temptation, quick 
and lively, in watchfulnefs and refiftanceagainft all 
fin ; ami raife in the inmoft of my foul> an unabated 
and unremitting abhorrence of all evil ; and even of 
all that tends to lead the mind into it, or weakens its 
fortitude, or abates its perfeverance in holy wreftling 
war&re an watchfulnefs againft it — For, Oh my 
God and my all ; I cannot be willing to continue in 
fin ; I cannot confent to let thee go, or ceafe my 
wreftling with thee, until thou blefs me, and pre- 
ferveft my foul from all pollution and defilement.— 
Oh lialten, I pray thee, my deliverance from all 
evil, and bruiie Satan under my feet ; for thine 
is the power, the kingdom, and glory, for ever.— - 
Amen. 

loth month 8th. I renewed covenant with God, 
in thenam6 of our Lord Jefus Chrift, through his 
help, to be given up, and i^holly devoted to his will 
anddifpofal: therefore, in awful proftration, humi- 
lity, abafement, and total renunciation of my own 
ability without thee, I caft my care wholly upon 
thee ; and look up to thee and thy hbl]^ habitation 
for aid. I am fure I can do nothing without thee 
•*-L am fully perfuaded, through thee I can do ail 
tbin^ required of me. O holy Father, /Aw knoweft 
tbailMwe ii&^^-^lhat L love thee above all things, 

and 
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and that I would rather lay doWn my life^ than live 
to dn againft thee. O keep my foul alire, and fuf- 
fer it not to have caufe again to deplore a renewed 
deviation from the way of life and falvation ; but as 
foon as Satan attempts to enfnare, give me, I pray 
thee, to behold him — to rife up in thine invincible 
life and power againft him, and therein to tread him 
under my feet. 

loth month i8th. This day I am forty years old* 
I have gone through many deep probations— have 
made many confiaerable facrifices for the fake 
of peace of mind^— and have alfo at times come 
ibort of that ftri£hie(s of life. Watch, and devotion* 
which I have believed Truth required of me. O 
Lord my God and Saviour ; thy holy aid I ftiii do 
crave. I know I have not yet fully and abidingly 
attained thereto. My faith in the ooffibiltty and 
neceffity of attaining it, thou haft unmakenly eftab- 
liibed. O then, I pray thee, enable me to ^ go on 

• to perfe<9;ion.'* 1 have vowed to ferve thee for 
ever, through thy help, and I wifti ever to keep my 
covenant*— 'And in keeping my covenant with theCf 
there will be ^ no condemnation ;'t but will be a 
ftate of fuch deep and conft:ant dwelling * in Chrift 

• Jtfus,' as excludes * walking after the flefli ;* and 
preferves the foul in a fteadfaft walking in and afut 
the fpirit, 

loth month 20th. I opened my concern in o^r 
preparative meeting to make a religious vifit to fome 
of the people in the ftate of Connecticut, and idth, 
laid the fame before our monthly meeting. 

28th of I ith mo. Riding on the road, mv mind 
was livingly opened ; and I beheld, in the viuons of 
God, large fields of labour allotted me in his fervice. 
A language ran livingly through my foul, and the 

* Hcb. vi. 1. \ ^om. n\\v% !►• 
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whole man (eemed almoft fwallowed up m the flow^ 
ings of life which accompanied the glorious prof- 
peft ! The language was on this wife :— ' Thou art 
called and appointed, and throtigh many and deep 
tribulations I have feparated thee a prophet to the na- 
tions. Thou haft very little more ever to do in thfc 
bufinefs and adairs of this life. Gather thy mind 
from all cumbering things, and ftand fingly and 
wholly devoted to my work, fervice, and appoint- 
ment. Regard not the world ; thou muft be abov^ 
tliy heavenly Father's bufinefs : thou muft attend to 
my direAions, and fubmit therein to thy proper al- 
lotment. My will and purpofe requires and loudly 
calls, and has called* for greater dedication of heart, 
andfinglenefs of devotion, to my work and fervice 
in the glorious gofpel. Take no thought for the 
morrow : do to day what thou findeft to do, in my 
light, and in the liberty and allotment of my holy 
fpirit. Be thou faithful unto death* and I will af* 
furedly give thee a crown of life ; I will hold thee 
in my holy hand for ever ; I will provide for and 
take care of thy motherlefs, and, as it were, father- 
lefs children in thy abfence.-— But if thou decline' 
mv fervice and appointment, I can, and afiuredlj 
will, blaft all thy undeitakings. Thou mayeft think 
to do fomething for thy children ; but thou (halt find 
to thy humiliation and difappolntment* thy labours 
ihall be vain and fruitlcfs ; thou (halt but toil in the 
night, and attain nothing ; blading and mildew (hall 
attend thee ; thy children (hall not be availingly af- 
iifted by all thy fuch like endeavours. Thy com* 
fort in them (hall be little or nothings and above all 
this, thy foul ihall fu£Fer lo& ; temptation (hall pre- 
vail againft thee ; Satan (hall be let loofe to buffet 
thee, and (hall be permiited to prevail ; thy life (hall 
be a life of bitternefs and defolation ; neither the 
lieaven nor the earth (hall afford thee enjoyment— 
ihou /halt drag out a mvfetable life in anxiety, and 
wiOi thou hadft never been, 'Bxxt. *vl \\v IsjJX vcv^.xwi'. 
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referred reliance on thy all-fuffici^cv^- thou giveft 
up thy life and thy all to my difpdTai, I will never 
Jeave thee nor forfake thee; no lack of- any good 
thing (halt thou ever have caufe to complain df. I 
am Alpha and Omega— •! am all in ail— take tne 
ds fuch for thy only portion, and feek no other in- 
heritance. In Weffing; I will for ever hiefs thee— 
and evermore in all things will I fuftain thee, and 
that through all time arid eterAity-*-thy fbul and all 
pertaining to thee, ihall be perfectly fafein my care 
and difpolal. The wind and the (ea fhall, to thy 
awful admiration, obey me. Thou ihah fee mar- 
vellous things in diftant lands, and wonders in re- 
mote regions. Thou (halt view the heavings and 
rollings of the ocean— the fea ihall tofs and roar a- 
bout thee, fiind fo^m and rage tremendoufiy* A* 
mazemeiit (ball feize the mariners, the failors hearts 
fhall tremble. But in the midft of all this amaze- 
ment, thy foul (hall know its anchor, and, in un- 
doubting reliance on my Omnipotence, thine heart 
ihall take faft hold on me. Calmnefs and aflurance 
fbaltprefide in thy foul ; confidence and tranquilli- 
ty (hall gird thee. My over-ruling, all-controliiig 
government (hail be vifibly fct forth before thce-r- 
thou (hilt lean in fafety upon me — ^and inwardly 
thou (halt magnify mv holy name— and in fulnefs 
of faith (halt fing of my goodneft* — (aying, • The 

* Lord on high is mightier than the noife of m?ny 
♦- waters.'* I*h«>heart (hail leap within thee-*Ay 

^ foul (hall (bout ror gladnefs. Then (hall the Ian* 
guage of thy I'pirit, in awful adoration, on this wife 
thankfully ariie within thee— 'The feii faw it and 

< ficd— Joidan was driven back— the mouhrains 

* (kipped like rams, and the little hills like lamb^. 

< What ailed thee, O chou fea, that thou fleddeft ; 

* thou Jordan, that thou waft driven back— ye 

* mountains that ye (kipped like rams, and ye little 
«bUls like lambs ?'§ 

* Pfai. xciii. 4. | PfaV. ciCw • ^, ^^ S% ^* 
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The (oreffAng li?ingly ran through my foul on 
die road this day, I came home and penned it im* 
ttediatelvy and whether it be ever fulfilled or not, 
time will evince. However, fuch is my confidence 
in that evidence of life accompanying the opening, 
that I have ventured here to record it, this 28th day 
of I ith month 1791.— -lath month 28th. Much 
deprefled in our monthly meeting, tho' Friends 
gave me a good certificate to travel into Connedicut 
to vifit the feed there. 

I ft month 1 2th 1792. Opened in the fpringof 
life, in our quarterly meeting for worftiip— proceed- 
ed a little, hut was fuddenly and unexpededly ihut 
up, anfl fill down immediately, after which my foul 
rejoiced that my will was in fubje&ion, .and that I 
was fenfible I could do nothing of myfelf. 13th. 
The quarterly meeting for buUnefs gave me, and 
jny dear fi-iend David Bufium, concurring certifi- 
cates, in order to our religious vifit to the people of 
Conne^cut. — J 5th. Low in heart. Oh, mj 
God, thou* leadeft me in the valley^-I accept it as 
thy willy and as in thy wifdom,for my good.— *i 7th. 
My ftate is depreflion. Satan roars like a lion. 
Lord, my heart is melted in me into tendernels: 
mine eyes are afFeded while I write, under a fenfe 
of my utter infufficiency to ftand in my awn ftrength. 
How long, O thou moft Holy, will it be, ere thou 
conform my whole man to thine own image or lik«- 
ncfs? thou knoweft I groan within myfelf ^ waiting 
fw the full adoption f O that all within me were 
iike tl^ee, holy as thou art holy, and at all times 
joined to thee in the heavenly onenels. Go on, I 
pray thee, conquering all that oppofes thy reign in 
me, until every thought be brought into captivity 
to the obedience of Chrift. Amen. 



2i&t I wrote the foVVovim^ letter, viz. 
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My diar friend^ 

I now feel in a good degree eafy about n>y dear 
little motherlefs children. I much deiired way 
might be made, and could not be fatisfied until it 
was made, for them to be placed where I could be 
pretty eafy, if even I jQiould be foon called from 
this probationary ftate. } have now given them up 
to God, and their and my friends. — May the Lord 
Almighty be their God, and bring them early into 
faving acquaintance with himfelf. May tho(e who 
have them, have them as their own,^and bring them 
along in the fear of God — whether I remain in the 
body or go hence — ^whether I continue to live in that 
which has made my foul alive, or depart from it, 
the dear children have fouls immortal to be faved or 
loft. And whatever becomes of me, my foul at 
prefent, in tendernefs and proftration, bows before 
the throneof grace on their account, and craves Al- 
mighty aid, and the watchful guardianfliip of their 
friends for them. I may again have them under 
my immediate care, and I never may— God only 

knows — and to hiiji I commit myfelf and the^^tjn^ 

and reft thy friend * " - 

J- s. : 

31ft of I ft mo. I took a folemn leave of the fa* 
mily (that va^ my father in-law Daniel Anthonys) 
living in my houfe, and in whofe family 1 left my 
own father, and my two youngeft children : and 
being joined by my friend David Buffum, (Amos 
Collins, and Benedict Arnold, having given up to 
bear us company) we were on 5th day of the 2d' mo. 
at the new meeting- houfe in Glouceiter, on our way 
towards Connecticut, and had meetings as follows, 
viz. — 7th, at Killingley,, had a fmall meeting at 

Dean's ; 9th, at David Brayton's in Pomfret ; 

• lath, attended Friends meetiiv^ ^% ^^^^^sScps^*^ 
114th, had one by appoii;iX]Q^G^X;3>>V^^^**®^^^^^ 
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my way having been hitherto much clofed up as to 
goipel miniftry, my companion D. B. having a littie 
to oScr at times, I triift, to good acceptance ; 1 6th, 
vrehadagood open meeting at Stonington Point, 
and another in the evening ; 17th, went to New- 
London, and i8th, had a (mall meeting there in 
the congregational meeting-houfe ; iQth, had a 
meeting among the Baptifts at New-London Great 
Neck, found but little relief in thefe laft meetings, 
though hope they were of fome ufe ; 20th, had an 
evenmg meeting at Lime, in a fchool-houfe— -The 
people were unfettled, and appeared much unac* 
quainted with fpirituai worfhip— -we laboured a little 
among them ; and, 21ft, crofled Connedb'cut river, 
by boat, and not without fome danger in the ice, 
and went to Saybrook ; 22d, had a meeting here in 
the meeting-houfe— the prieft attended, and a con- 
fiderable number of his hearers, and neither he nor 
his hearers appeared to be much acquainted with 
our manner of waiting upon God in a filent travail 
of foul, and feeling after him. We laboured among 
them according to the ability received. After meet- 
ing he inclined to have fome conver(ation, and we, 
being willing, converfed with him on divers religi- 
ous fubjeds. He was civil ; and we parted friendly 
and refpe<^fully. 

23d^ We rode through Killingfworth to GuH- 
jford, where, 24th, we had a fouKfolacing meeting; 
among thofe who attended, were divers religiou^ 
exeicifed fouls, whofe countenances declared they had 
been with Jefus 25th, had another good meeting 
in a fchool-houfe at Wallingford. After meeting, 
divers of the people came to our lodgings, and wb 
had confiderable converfation with them. A phyii- 
cian contended earneftly for the final falv^tion of all 
men. We told him none could be difciples of 
Chriii, but fuch as took \ip X.Vvttr daily c^^ofs apd 
AJJ^wed bim> in the dental cK U\& \ ^StaxVt. n«^^^ 
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•ver foitie, who, though he would have gathered 
them, they would not ; that though many fhould 
come from the eaft, weft, north, and fouth, and fit 
down with Abraham, liiiac, and Jacob, in the king* 
domofGod; yet many who were qutwardly the 
children <^ the kingdom would be caji out ; that 
thofe who die in their Jins^ where Chrift is gone, 
they can never come \ that fome were never to have 
fbrgivenefs in this world, nor in that which is to 
come ; that fome would be punifhed with everlajl^ 
ing deftru£lion from the profence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power ; that thefe muft go 
away into everla/iing puni/hment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal. And, finally, parting very friend- 

2, he faid he loved us, and wifhed us well ; and 
e company feemed very friendly ; fo, taking a 
hearty farewell of each other, we proceeded on our 
way. 

26th, Rode to Waterbury.— 27th, had a meet- 
ing there ; the people were much unfettled, and 
too many of them were light ; a teftimony to the 
principle of light and life was borne among them 
by my companion ; and I reproved thtm for their 
uncivil behaviour, and teftified the impoffibility of 
preaching the gofpel \v\ man's tiqic. 28th, we rode 
to our friend Elijah Steel's, in Cornwall* 29th, 
attended Friends meeting at Goihen, at the houfe 
of our friend Charles Richards, ift of 3d month, 
had an appointed meeting at Gofiien, a( our friend 
Charles Richards, aforefaid ; it was a precious open 
meeting ; after which we rode to Canaan, and, 2d, 
to Hudfon, in New York ftate. 4th, attended 
Friends meeting there. 7th, the Cr^krpreparative 
meeting — it was exercifing in the fore-part; but 
Truth reigned over all in the end. &th, at- 
tended Nine Partners preparative meeting The 
fearching power of Truth fet thicv^% vw ojisfe ssi\^\ 
hcforc, ^em. 9th, took \e3LNt ol feN^x^'^w^ji^*^ 
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and rode towards home; which, on the f4tb day 
1 reached, and found all pretty well. Jn this jour- 
ney I rode, by- the account I kept, 488 miles— ^a 
pamful exercifing journey it has been ; but a good 
degree of patience was afforded us.' 28th, content* 
ed in a low ftate, in our monthly meeting. I am 
yet weak, Lord help, help my foul, and give it 
ftability. 

31ft, I qpened in our k\e&, meeting a concern 
that had been about fourteen years ripening in my 
mind, to pay a religious viiit to Friends in £urope. 
My heart had of late been prei&ngly full of it, as a 
vefiel wanting vent Friends left me at liberty to 
move the matter in our monthly meeting, when I .. 
mi|ht feel the way open for it. They were feel- 
ingly dipt into a fenfe of the travail cff my exerciied 
foul, and Truth was prevalent. 4th month nth, 
I laid before the meeting for fufferings a treatife I 
had written on baptifm 25th, opened my con- 
cern to make a vifit to Europe in our monthly meet- 
ing. 6th month 6th, attended the firft fitting of 
our yearly meeting, which continued until the izth. 
It was a very comfortable yearly meeting ; much 
unity, concord, and love, prevailed throughout. 6th 
month 27th, in our monthly meeting, 1 afked for, 
and obtained, a certificate to pay a fmall debt, by a 
vifit within Salem quarterly meeting, and, 30th, 
fet out on faid vilit into that quarter, and rode as 
far as Bofton, and, id- day of the week, and tft of 
7th month, attended meeting there — filent — ^thc 
■meeting fmall ; yet I hoped Truth's teftimony wad . 
Iiot quite loft among them. May a revival take 

flace, and Truth yet profper there. Rode to 
^ynn, and, 2d of the month, had a meeting there: 
the way not very open ; but I laboured in weak- 
nefs. There is a number of pantine fouls in that 
place. 3d, had a Ubonovx^ meeting at Salem; 
found fomc relief. 4X\\» VvaA 1. ^tttx^ o^esv tasaewss^ 
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at Newbury. 5th and 6th, was at Almfl>ury and 
Seabrook ; painfully exercifed in both. 7th, Sth,' 
and lothy was at Dover, Berwick, and Wyndhani» 
had a good meeting at the laft place, and returned 
to Falmouth, i ith, attended the meeting there ; 
it was a clofe, fearching, laborious time. 12th, bad 
a good, open, rejoicing meeting at Durham, and 
TMe from thence to Bath. I3th9 had a very trying 
meedng there ; my mind was deeply feniible, th<r 
an entire ftranger, that there was either a wolf or 
wolves among usj in fheep's clothing ; the which 
gave me much and long painful, inward labour, 
and alfo lengthy vocal excscife. The teftimony 
of the^word of life I felt as a flame againft antichrift 
in the temple of God, againft likeneiles in religion; 
forms without fubftance ; words without life and 
power : at length m^ fpirit was clear and eafy, and 
after meeting 1 was mformed a man was there, who 
was a preacher among a people at fome diflance from 
Bath, and that he was not a religious, nor even a 
moral man. Thanks be unto God, who gave us 
the vi£tory this day. 

« 

15th, Was at Vaffelborough ; and i6th, at Fair- 
field, where I had a good open reh'eving time, hav- 
ing much to declare of the impoffibility of falvation 
injin ; and I apprehend there was a ftate prefent to 
whom it was applicable. 17th, rode to Green, and 
1 8th to Falmouth. 19th, had a meeting at Port- 
land in Falmouth, a place that ufed to be called 
Cafco-Bay, in a congregational meeting-houfe, a 
good open meeting, and in the afternoon at Friends 
meeting- place. 20th, rode to Berwick ; and 21 ft, 
attended monthly meeting there ; and, 2 2d, their 
firft-day meeting. 23d, returned to Falmouth, and» 
25th, attended montnly meeting there, was favour* 
ed in opening divine truths. 26th^ rode to Dur- 
ham; 2;th, favoured in the iD!oa>3t^^ \!Ci'^^'ci5^ 
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there. 29A, opened in Truth's doftrines at Fal* 
tnouth, being their firft-dafmeeting. ■ * ■ ' 

■ ift of 8th month, baJ a Jood meeting at Ro-^ 
chefter, *among Friends and others, bld£:d be* the. 
name of the Lord, id/^ had a meeting at Lee, 
where, among Friends and others, my mind was 
much relievecf in a clofe fearching teftimonv. 3d, 
was at Epping, and 4th, at Newtown ; nad la- 
borious fervice in each, but relief in the concliifion. 
5th, being firil of the week, 1 attended the fore and 
afternoon meetings at Salem ; and after a clofe 
fearching teftimony, Mt the town relieved in mind, 
and rode to Lynn — and 6th of the month rode 
home-— having been out about five weeks and a half 
in this journey, and rode about feven hundred and 
fifty miles ; pafled through many deep, trying, and 
exercifing feafons ; and blefied the name of the 
Lord for his holy help, who, in the day of battle, 
gave me the vidiory.— 9th day of the oth month, 
attended our quarterly meeting; it was a favoured 
time. Dear John and Benjamin Reeve, from Jer- 
fey, attended this meeting. 

Having pafled the time fince my return home 
from the Eaftern Quarter at and about home, in the 
attendance of meetings, and revifion of my journal, 
fome other writings, and preparing for my Euiopean 
jouxneyi having now obtained certificates from our 
monthly and quarterly meetings for that purpofe, 
placed my children to fatisfa£tion, and fettled my 
outward affairs, am this 2.6th day of the i ith month, 
about ready, and expeft this day to leave home- 
Lord, thou haft held my hand, and covered ray 
head in many battles — ^be with me, 1 pray thee> 
through all ; and keip me from evil. Be with my 
dear motherlefs children ; vifit them, I pray thee, 
by thy holy fpirit •, lead lV\evu vt\ vl\c way of refine- 
mentSLnd fclf-denial •, «iviA» fe\\iW^,\i\v^%NJsi^^>;i.^N:- 
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to glory.«^Vi(it and revifit, bk(s and pitfenre» O 
Lord my God» I humbly pray thee, all my near re* 
lations wnA friends ; make bare jthy Arm for poor 
New England ; and, if it be thy noly wjU, make 
thyfelf more livingly knowa to many wMiin her 
borders: and haften thy great work over the £iee of 
the earth, that nation may ceaie warring with nation^ 
and righteoufnefs cover the earth as water does tbo 
fea« 



CHAP, 



S34 JOURNAL OF 

CHAP. XL 

Account fjf bu vrjage ta Europe, ^ 

ON the a6th day of the i ith mo. 1792, 1 took 
a foletnn leave of my dear father, father and 
nother-in^Iawi my two youngeft children, whom I 
left in their care, and of my brotl^^rs and fifters-in* 
law ; and accompanied by my kind friends Thomas 
Arnold and Smith Brown, went to Bo(l;on. 27th, 
The {hip not ready to fail, I made fome preparations 
for the voyage. 29th, My two faid friends return- - 
ed home; I attended the meeting in Bofion, which 
was fmall, I had however a few words of invitation 
for them* 30th, I went to Ljnn, and ift of the 
1 2 tfa month,, vifited divers families there; and 2d| 
attended theirlarge meeting in £lence ; 3d, return- 
ed to Bofton ; 4th, wrote letters home ; and 5th, 
went on board the fhip Mercury of 240 tons, bound 
for Dunkirk, Benjamin Glover, of Nantucket, 
mafter. We failed about noon : fome time in the 
afternoon we loft fight of Bofton. In the night all 
hands were called up, and the ftiip put about in or- 
der to return to the harbour, (he leaking, and the 
leak rapidly increafing, that is, from the rate of 
one hundred ftrokes of the pump an hour to fix 
hundred. The captain, mates, and cr^w^ were 
alarmed ; but ftie Toon leaked lefs on this tadk, and 
they put about again. — 6th, the fhip ftill leakirte, 
the captain and feveral men fearched on the outfide 
for the leak, but found none ; after which, the leak 
moderating, cheerfulnefs returned in the faces of the 
company. 

7th, The leak greatly increafcd, to near one 

thoufand ftrokes an hour. Sadnefs again refumed its 

empire over the crew. The captain knew not what 

to do : at length lie put ^bout af,ain^ and failed 

boiMvrard a woUe. TViie vi^axSaex vwe v^x^s;^ xv^^S^iS. 
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during the time of this increafing leak. The leak 
continuing, the captain ordered a hole to.be cut 
through the fecond deck to go in and fearch for it, 
which was done, and the leak foon found, to wit, 
an open auger hole of about an inch and an half, at 
the ihip's (lern, fo high up as not to teak conftantlff 
which being ftopped, the number of ftrokes were 
foon reduced to twenty- fiv^ an hour. Oh ! what a 
change this wrought in the countenances of the poor 
failors. They foon feemed as if they had forgot all 
their forrows. They put (hip about, and now 
feemed as if they were going to fea in earned. The 
captain's looks proclaimed the relief of his heart, 
though he was moderate through all. My traft was 
only m God, my hope, refuge, and defence. I ap- 
pealed to him who knew all hearts, that he knew 
my motives in this voyage were nonex>ther than that 
I might be found obedient to his holy call, and faith* 
ful in his fervice ; and if it was now his will to fuf* 
fer my body to defcend into a watry grave, ^ th j 
* will be done,* was the honeft language of my 
heart. I could not wifh myfelf on frore; nor oa 
l)oard another veflel ; for I had felt quite eafy in tak- 
ing 'pafTage in this, and remained fo. I believed 
the winds and waves obeyed him, and that his pro* 
vidential care is over all his creatures. I felt fafe in 
his hand, and repofed myfelf as in the hollow of it 
>•— blefled be his name for ever. 

8th, AU cheerful on board. The motion of the 
ihip has kept me a little fea-iick.— -9th, Cloudy and 
rainy.— I fat a while in (blemn filence, waiting up- 
on the Lord my God ; but though my mind was 
fomewhat ftayed, it was inwardly as outwardly, a 
cloudy time, mdeed a time of proving to me.*— loth. 
At evening the wind arofe, and roared tremendouf- 
ly ; it held all night ; the men tied, up the fails, 
la(hed the helm> and let the ftv\^ &x\^vei^^^vc^ 
and waves.—-! ith, The wiYe ft^Yl ci^ti<vcca<di ''J^ "^V 
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laft night, and sSl this day and night with violeneei^ 
The captain (aid this morning ht had not for eight 
years paft, known fo terrible a time, for fo long 
continuance, thon^ that was Ink about the middle 
•f it : and indeed it was confiderably more violent 
the night following, than at all before. It ftormed 
through the whole ; but this night the ftoriti and 
tempdl of wind was dreadfoL The fhip was bound 
€n a whaling voyage from Dunkirk, and for that 
purpofe had k)ats on board. One of thefe was con- 
fiderably daihed to pieces this ni^ht : three or four 
yards or fpars were 1<^ : feveral fowls died, and the 
only live flieep we had on board was near dying, 
even under deck. I felt refigned through all ; and, 
diough poor in fpirit, I never wiihed myfelf elfe* 
where, or in any wife repented my voyage. I faw 
God's wonders in the deep, and it would almoft ' 
leem at times as if the briny waves might prevail a- 
gainft us— though I cannot say there was a momenlf 
wherein I really loft my confiaence. 

I bad fteadily, for many months, firmly ezpeAed. 
and believed I ihould fee wonders on tne mighty 
waters. My God had fealed it oh my foul, that the 
. loud roar of winds, and the dread rolling of the 
waves, fhould awfully attend my paflage, and prove 
my hold on heaven. And, therefore, when the time 
of trial came, I faid in my heart, it is the Lord, 
let him fulfil his purpofes: let him do what he wiU 
with me : nought befides his holy will can be good 
for me ; and why fhould I wifh even the moft difa« 

Seeable parts of it averted, mitigated, or even 
ortened ? I believed I had had his holy promife 
who cannot lie, that I fhould live through thefe 
dreadful toffings on the bofom of the ocean, and 
once more fet my foot on firm ground ; yea, bleft 
his holy name, in wonders yet to come on (horc.* 
I cannot fey I viras not nc3it\^ i^TONti^'vcv w^4 ta his 

* Sec b\s ^tot^^ta* 
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divine fuperinteiidency« or that 1 did not aloioft 
doabt the certainty :pf his iofpoken word of profniTe 
to my jTottly though I well remienibered thedeameik 
of the profped» and the holy warmth and eneigy 
that did livingly attend the fame» month* befbfe.«i«i> 
And though the evidence of divine things was very 
low in my mindy^t I could not caft^way my ooti^ 
fidknce, being ftiQ perfnaded, that» if I had ever 
known' the holy word at all, I had had it in the pre- 
fent inftance. Here my foot fixed» and my all I 
ftill furrendered up to bis difpofid, who ia . God over 
ail. fidr ever. 

■ -■ ' • ' ■ '' . ■ ' 

1 2th. About noon the wind and ftorm was fo 

£ur abated, that the captain had the ihip under, iaii 
again, though ftill the roar of elements remained.««*> 
Ijth, It is ftill cloudy and rainy. The fun bat 
been feen but. little iince we left Bofton i and I think 
it has rained or fnowed^ more or left, every day.an4 
nieht but one. — I4th9 Very little fua{hine--«tbdMi 
rain«— 15th Rainy all day, at night it cleared up, and 
gave us to hope for fettled and comfortable Wea- 
ther; .huti 1 6th, It ftormed again, andfoowol 
plentifully ; but at night it cleared ofF.*-*i7tht 
Stormy again. We had Ibundings on the grand 
hanks of Newfoundland at forty fathoms ; but iitd« 
wind for two «or three days. Afternoon <;leared ;Up 
to. pleafantly, that -great hopes were entertained* dB 
having good weather. — i8th. Forenoon, ftormv with: 
but little wind, the ftorm .continued until neaur^ 
night ; then the wind (jpringing up freih and fair, it 
cl^ed it away. The captain faid he had: been, 
ahle to get but one good obfervation during our be*, 
ingut fear fo little funftiine have we had for thiai 
almoft two weeks. But my foul is fatis^ed in the 

divine difpofal. 

: . ■ .1 . / 

19th. Fair .weather » and ti ^QQdk«*%MSB^\mii9U^ 
We MOW feem to look forvrat^ nv\>^ c^^'&xi^stf^ 
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aoth and at ft, a very moi breeae cbntinned moft 
of tbefe days, tid. This dav a good frefli breeze « 
S4 W. tfae^cather cknidy ; tmt the cloud over my 
-aund it in degree difpelied ; blefled be the oaine of 
4he Loid— Lord, hold me in thy holy hand* and 
snake me ever truly watcfafal, thankfid, andftedk 
*£dUy believing. Amen, ajd. We are ftill £sivonr* 
cd Wlib a good lively breeze, and make mod way 
arhead. a4th, The £mie at yefterdty ; durin^diiB 
laftnightlgot very little ikqi; (tlK>ugh tbit it 
sfual with me^on- diit voyage) yet iii^ mpft fi^nreat 
interteffiont I belbught^tbe Lord to be with me 
tltfongb alK - 25tb, a6th^ and ayth, StiU good 
windt. O the wondera of the railing, foaming 
deep ! If the Lord't hand wat not underneath^ we 
ibould foxehr fink beneath the ra^ng wayet ! Wha 
can be aa atneift ? or what can be an atbdft^t hope} 
aSth, A very jgood lively wind, cloudy, and imalt 
laiot. Laft night, a night of aiq;oifli to my prov^ 
cd bat. All farmer experience cannot prevent re- 
■newakofiinfpeakable anxiety, when the Lord is 
pleafed to prove his own at * at Maflab,* «nd to 
* ftrive with them (in hit own way) at at the 
' waters of Meribah/^ a9th, An excellent wind» 
cloudy and wet. The mariners caft the lead, 
found .foundings it about 90 fiohoatt. 30th, Faiv 
wind and weatiier. . It was agreed on: board, that 
this morning, when the fun was about two hours 
and an half high, that we had not had fo much fair 
weather at » time> fmce we left Bofton, at tbit- 
momii^. 3 1 ft. In themoming found fixty fiithoai 
. water ; we were now abreaft So^y iftandf , accord- 
ing to our calcubtiona. This afternoon we (aw 
die Lizard. Fitfli wind amd doudy. Thus ends 
; die year 179a. 

ift of the ift month, 1793* The wind iocreaC- 
idAma good frelh bttciA^ tA^Lfixom^^^le— 4aw 
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knd divers timeathis day, and a number of (hips 
"goin^iipand down the £ng)i(h. channeL 2d, Al*- 
inoftcaktt. , Thus»> after a dorm comes a calm. 
May my foul tsdce courage to weather out tberyet 
semaming ftorms of life, in oonfideration that^ ndm 
and theiky it will be calm ; and in full - hope of » 
fiife entrancei erelong, aisd eternal calm abcxle ict 
&e haven of imnKMrtaT blift ; as we are now, I truft, 
about entering in a few days our outward port. 2d, 
In the mornine we were off Calais clifi, almoft ben^ 
cahwed, gained no ^und all day. 4ih, After beat- 
ing to and 60" all night, juft in by the land near 
! Calais, we took a pilot on board irom there, this 
morning, and tried to work up the ftraits, but 
made lime advance, by reafon of contrary winds, 
and tides. We lay at aochoK this n^ht betweea 
Calais and Dunkirk^ . 

-- 5tlH Got within about four miles ofiDunkiik 
harbour ; could get no further, ^o caft anchor again.. 
But being defirous to be with.^ie. few friend^, at 
Dunkirk next day at meeting, I went on. board the 
pilot boat, among coarfe uncotsth Flemings, and a 
Frenchman or tvro^ all ftrangers, and got fafe a- 
fhore^ and ibon to the boufe of my dear friend 
WiWam. Rotch and family, of Nantucket, now: 

! refident here at Dunkirk in Frendi Flanders,, 
where I met a very cordial reception. My ibul 
bowed inthankfukiefs .tolfraeFs God, whofe nn^ 
failing Arm had thus far borne up, and whole goad^ 
ne& fo fas had, fulfilled his holy word^ as to bring 
meiafe thsough all to (hore. 6th,. I fat with the - 
few Friends of this place, in theic meetings and re« 
joicedin the divine pFefence, oC-wdiich myenidy- 
ment was greater than at any, timedariog my whole 
paflage from America. My wav opening in a fm^Ii^ 
teftimony, my foul was relieved, and pralfed ^God^ 
on the bapka of ddivcranctvVikio«sc«7Bs^.i«&^r«w^ 
ward. ^x 
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7th. Wrote letten home to mj friehds. i 8th and 
Qth, Vifited fome families. Dear Robert Grubb, 
df Ireland, came here from Paris^ the laft cvecdng. 
ijthy I found a good diegree of retief in ' tfae^ptiblit; 
meeting ; but became much mOre -tfaoroa|^jriifr. 
lieved m an evening meeting which vre foundta con* 
cem tp hold, at the 6th hour. The meetings-place 
being filled by Friends and others ; it was a good 
time ; and at the clofe we had a folid opportunity 
with the members onty, and advifed and encoura- 
ged, as way .opened in the life ; andrdiycrs young 
&iehds being fehfibly imprefled with a lims; fenfe 
of the necemty of preffing forward in the Tine of 
duty, my foul rejoiced among them, after fcveral 
dliys of clofe inward exercife. 14th. I left Dun-* 
kirk, accompanied by my dear friends William 
Rotch and Robert Grubb, and rode to Calais ; andl^ 
feeling quite clear of Dunkirk, it was to me a plea*' 
fant ride, though the ways were very broken and 
difficult, icth. The wind being very high, wir 
Were detained in Calais, from croffing to England ; 
ahd^though the detention was not defirable, yet be- 
ing' re^ gned, we fell into a iield of inftrufhve and 
Ccmentmg convcrfatten,'* which I trufl will not foon, 
if ever, be 'etafed. 1 6th and I7th^ Still detained at 
Calais. 1 8th, CrolTed to Dover) and was glad to 
find myf<?lf at lafl in the company 6f my dear 
Friends in England. ■ ' 

^oth. At the fore and afternoon meetings, and 
an evening fitting at the houfe of my dear friend 
Richard Baker, with a pretty large number of' 
Friends, I liad full opportunhy to become relieved- 
inmind in regard to the deep travail of fpirit which* 
I' felt for Friends of this place : May they live loolc 
to the world, and feparate from itsbeguibng friend- 
iZi//i5 i^nd influence. 2xft and 22d, Much unwell 
Witii acold^ and a dccp\\cw^ co\x^>> So ^«. I ksi^t 
^^fe 23d, Rode, accom?m\t\\>^ m>j ^^^^«A 
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William Rotcby bjr poft-ch»& to Rochefter, lodg- 
ed at our friend Dr. William Cooper's. 24th, At<- 
tended die meetiiig at Rochefter; km^filent, but 
at lengdi I was a lihle helped in teftimony-^my 
travail was and ist that Friends there may live and, 
move in the life of true religion. 25th» We went 
to London* and attended the meeting for fufferings 
there. a6th, We attended two fittings of laid Meet- 
ing, and my concern was, that Friends might dwell 
deep, and z€t in the current of life in their rel^ious 
movements : I laboured a little to that purpofe, and. 
found fatisfa&ion. 37 th, Attended in the ferenoofi: 
Grace>Church-ftreet meetings-afternoon that at. 
Devon(hire•hou{i^-^in the evening we again atttod^ 
ed the meeting for fufferings, vmere my concern 
and li^ur ftill was, that Fnends ihould dwell and 
aA in the divine life. aSth, We attended the feled 
morning meeting, where my fervice was in filent 
travail among them. aQtK, Attended Horfleydowd 
meeting ; filent, as alfo next day at the Peel meet* 
ing. 3 ift, Livingly opened in Ratclifie meeting, to 
a degree of unfpeakable rejoicing ; but at the Park 



ting, in the evening, I ftood up 1n a feelSne 
ienfe of fome good, and much good- will i but could 
fKH get fonnrard} the way being quite ^loiedup, and 
I (at down. 

ift of ad mo. I attended the meeting fbr fu^r** 
ings.— 3d, In the forenoon I attended Weftminfter 
meeting, and afternoon the Peel; in bc^h 1. had 
divine relief in bearing gofpel teftimony.-«-4th. At* 
tended the feied moming meeting.— 5th, Weat» 
tended Devonfliire-Houte monthly meeting, my 
way was much clofed up.-««6th. My foUl was ma<fe 
glad in gofpel teftimony, at Grace-Church -Street 
monthly meeting.— 7th, We rode out about fevea 
miles, to the monthly meeting at Tottenham, where 
the Lord livingly helped \i^. \l^%& ^ ^gxA'^tsbsi^ 
aad we returned m the cveioija!^.— %0x% h»sacAi^<^ 
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meeting for fuflFeringft.— oth. We vifited divere 
Friends families.-— loth, We attended in the fore- 
noon the Park meeting, and in the afternoon that at 
Horfleydown ; in both the Lord dealt bountifully 
with us. Truth rifmg over all, and we may thank- 
fully fay, * hitherto the Lord hath helped us.*— ^i ith 
Found relief in clearing my mind in a *good degree 

. in the {deSt meeting. — i2th. We attended the 
monthly meeting at Horeflydown.— 13th, I rejoi- 
ced in Truth's vi^ry over death, in a nDeetin| at 
the fchool-houfe for Friends at Peel meeting. Alfo 
on 14th, at. the monthly meeting at Weftminfter. 
1 cthi Had a hard cold and cough i kept houfe.-*— 
iDth,and 17th, Still unwell. — I Sthtl got out, though 
weak, to the (tlcSt morning meeting.— loth. We 
went out to lurking monthly meeting, hela at Plai« 
flow, about four or five miles from L^t>don. lothf 
Attended^ Peel* itnonthly meeting, where I was much 
clofed up except in difcipline. aift^ That at Ra(« 
cliffe, much in the fame way. 2 ad, Attended the 
fchool meeting at Iflington, and the meeting for 
fufierings : ftill I was quite fliut up in fiilence. iqdi 
I wrote letters to my friends. 24th, Attended ]t^ 
yonfliire-Houfe, and Grace- Church-Street meet* 
in^Sj and (dcSt meeting in the evening at Deven- 
ihire-Houfe, befides a family vifit ; in all which 
Truth triumphed over all, the Lord himfelf gave 
the word, and in his divine life and authority it waa 
publi(hed. 25th, We attended the feled meeting 
to a good degree of fatisfaflion. 26th, At Horfley- 
down, and 27th at Deptford — the teftimony and word 
of life were rejoicingly witnefied in eminent exaltati* 
on, divers perfons attended not of our fociety— -the 
fpring of the gofpel and its glorious dodbines were 
livingly opened. 28th, Truth opened gofpel doc- 
trines, and brought forth neceflary admonitions and 
warnings in its own pure life at Weftminfter, where 
we fet up our Ebcneuet, atvA xJ[\^x\W\xU^ acknow- 

ledgtd. as on many fwmct occa&CTo^^ '^ V^afctta j^ti 
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^ Lord hath helped us.' ift of 3d mo. I was at the 
meeting for fufferingSy (hut up in filence. 2d> I 
wrote, vifited a fick friend, and rode to jpiaiftow, 
:to attend meeting there next day. , 

I may here mention my mind has been deeply 
affeded under fome ferious coniidecations of the 
flate of things in the world, and particularly in this 
nation. What a number of men are there who 
afiume the ftation of gofpel minifters ; and, under 
that pretence, drain and even violently force away 
fi-om the proper owners large fums of money, whim 
they dp very little to eawi I— Even if it were right to 
preach for hire, and if Chrift's true minifters could 
freely and righteoufly receive money for their mi* 
niftry, (which they by ho means can) yet to fee ar 
fet of almpft idle drones living on the honeft labours 
of the indufti^ous, as great numbers of the upper 
clergy dO| whilft they not only thus opprefs manv 
poor laymen, as they choofe to call them, but aUo 
prefs down to a very low price and poor living, even 
many of the lower clergy who do the work for them, 
as if a minifter of Jefus could have his work done 
and his miniftry performed faithfully in the ibht of 
God, by hiring another to preach for him, and with 
hioney extorted from thofe it properly and hpneftly 
belones to, while themfelves live in luxury and at 
eafe, in their ceiled houfes, and but feldom vifit 
their flock ; the profped); of thefe things is deeply 
affedtng. 

Oh I moft afiuredly the land mourns, and God 
is angry becaufe of thefe things, and in fome way 
or other he will arife and (hake the earth, and ai(o 
this faife heaven«*-this vain andopprcifive nuniftry; 
and rend the power from the idle, lordly clergy^ 
But whatever be<the means, fo that it is in the pure 
tx>unfel of God, my very foul bit^Vv^xs^ >^^ ^^- 
mighty, tbat he m9J% in thQVfii>^ Q&Y^>^ otitwn^ 
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itgptt of fatisfaAion. loth. We were at nionthly 
meeting: at Barking, aoth. At a meeting appointed 
at Plaiftow; and, on 21 ft, at their meeting at 
Barking ; all afibrding fome confolation. 22d, We 
attended the meeting for fufferings at Lofidon. 23d, 
I wrote letters home, and went out to Wandfworth. 
24th9 The word of the Lord was powerful through 
me, a poor inftrument, to the people at Wandf* 
worth; and I can truly fay with Paul, *. according 
* to his working which .worketh in me mightily,'* 
in many of -theie meetings:: may it have its full ef- 
ioSt on the minds of th^ fpeojpje. 25th, We at- 
tended the fele£t quarterly meeting in London^ at 
Grace*C}iurch- Street, where I was filent. 26th, 
and the quarterly meeting for woHhip and difcipline^ 
which was large and favoured. 27th, We attended 
its a^jpurnment, and, in tbecvem'ng, the youths' 
quarterly>meetingfor wbrihip. 28th, Were at the 
meeting at Kingfton upon Thames, where foroe 
hardened hearts wece felt to oppofe in fpirit the ari« 
Cng of Truth's teftimony, they being in a dark and 
unbelieving ftate. In the evening we had a meeting 
at Efher, to folid fatisfa£Uon. 29th, Attended the 
burial of a Friend at Alton : 'dark fpirits here alfo^ I 
apprehended, inwardly oppofed the truth ; however 
the teftimony arofe, through deep wading, over all, 
blefled be the name of the Lord ! 

30th, We had an evening meeting atGodalming, 
to fome folid inftrudion. 31ft', Attended the fere 
and afternoon meetings at Guildford, in .which 
Truth reigned, though things are low there. In 
tlie evening we attended the feledJ quarterly meet- 
ing, and, iftof 4th mo. Truth livingly qualified to 
bbour, both ki the quarterly meeting for worfhip, 
and in the men's and women's meetinga, for churdi 
aflairs. 2d, We rode to Reading, and, 3d, had a 
meeting tberei and *m d\t tNtxi'a^ ^vtjccbY. . 4th, 
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One at Shiilingford, and in the Evening at Wafling^ 
ford, andy jth, one at Abingdon ; in all which di« 
vers befides Friends attended, btit feemed in general 
to have very little fenfe of any thing more in reli- 
gion than the cuAomary formal performances-^ 
which, according to my obfervation, is too general- 
ly the cafe with the profeflbrs of religion in Eng- 
land. Tell them any thing about divine life in re- 
ligion, and they feem to think one an enthufiaft, and 
perhaps fome of them would give a fmile of ridicule, 
yet, to do them jufticc, they are pretty generally 
civil , but appear very infenfible and unbelieving as 
to divine influence. There is indeed fo little en- 
trance into their hearts in many places, that it al* 
moft prevents a door of utterance ; and when fome- 
•thing opens, it requires great humility and watch- 
fulnefs to keep on the right foundation. I had fome 
fatisfadlion in thefe laft meetings, though Truth 
did not reign triumphant over all, as at fome other 
times. 

7th, We had a large meeting at Oxford, iilenrt 
for a confiderable time ; but Truth gradually arofe* 
and light fhined through and over great obfcurity 
and infenftbility. Oh f the deadnefs of profeflbrs I 
Oh ! the flat formality that too generally reigns I 
The Englifli Epifcopal hierarchy muft and wifl be 
fhaken I ^ Yet once more I fhake not the earth 
• only, but alfo heaven.'* One ftone muft not be 
left upon another, of mere creaturely performances, 
where God is known to: be * all in all^ and fo he is 
known,' where Chrift has reigned in the heart, until 
he has \ put down all rule and all authority ,*t but 
that of the pure truth ; for this is the ftate in which 
is fulfilled the precious predi(^ion and promife, ^ that 
' the Lord alone (hall be exalted in that day,'t and 
that the profeflbrs of Chriftianity may be fhaken 
from their dead forms and lifelefs images, and coonfi. 

: Z a-... ■■• As^ 

* Heb, xiu a6. f 1 Cor, xv. av X'VSsii* \v* ^> , 
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to know • that day, * and therein God*8 exaltatiod 
over all that is of man, is the travail and prayer of 
my foul to the God and Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. And, O my God, if it be thy wiU, I pray 
thee, haflen the more general coming and know- 
ledge of that day among the nations. Amen. After 
meeting we rode to Witney, and oth, attended the 
quarterly meeting there — I was helped a little, but 
got very low in mind. 

loth. I could not fee my way to go forward, fo 
ftaid the meeting for worfhip, in which I felt and 
obferved a total iilence, I believe ordered in divine 
wifdom as a leflbn of inftrud^ion to others, iitb. 
We had a meeting at Farringdon. Z2th, Rode to 
Cirencefter, and had an evening meeting there.-^— 
13th, Went to Hampton, ana, 14th, Were at 
meeting at Stailfworth ; and in the evening at Painf* 
wick. 15th, We had two meetings at Gloucefler^ 
and, 1 6th, one at Rofs. In all theie the one uni- 
verfal and only principle of all true religion andgod- 
linefs was our help^ and, through its own living 
and helping influence, was declared and teftiBed ot 
to the people, though fometimes'with but little evi- 
dence of entrance ; yet at others it feemed evidently 
to prevail over all. 17th, We had a painful even- 
ing meeting at Monmouth, in South Wales— divers 
of the people were whifpering, talking, and fome 
laughing, near all the time, for which they were 
pretty clofely reproved. We concluded the meet- 
ing without any attempt to preach the gofpel amongr 
them, for no way feemed to open for it. i8th, Wc 
had a pretty large evening meeting at Fontypool, to 
a degree ot fatisfaflion ; from thence we went to 
Landilo, and, 21ft, were at meeting there, and 
though I was fenfible there was great place in the 
pec^le's minds, with ferioufnefs and tendernefs, I 
could not exprefs a word of what I felt flowing in 
my /leart towards them •, V>ux fex fotofc CA»&^ was 
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made an exampleoffilence among them. O Lord, 
I pray thee, prefervc ray fpirit alive in thee, and keep 
me fubje<SHy given wp, whether to fpeak or keep 
filence. After this meeting we rode to Caermar- 
then, and, 22d, had a meeting there, and 23d, 
came on the felefl meeting of minifters and elders 
there, for North and South Wales, wherein- 1 expe- 
rienced confiderable exercife among them. After- 
wards came on a meeting for worftiip, of Friends 
only; and then the bufihefs of the quarterly meet- 
ing, tranfa£^ed at this feafon of the year by what is 
called the yearly meeting. 

24th, Were held two large public meetings, one 
in the fore and the other in the afternoon ; fxlence 
was my lot. 25th, The felefk meeting, and meet- 
ing for difcipline met again, after which Friends 
held another meeting for worfliip among themfelves 
in the evening, my pain and affli£tion continued 
through all, though 1 dropt fome clofe hints in the 
feleft meeting refpecfcing miniftry, and made a few 
remarks in the evening meeting, which afforded 
fome relief to my mind. After all thefe meetings, 
I felt not clear of the people of Caermarthen ; fo 
when Friends were moftly gone from the place, 
dear Deborah Darby, Rebecca Young, and myfelf, 
ftaid one more meeting, viz. on 26th, in which I 
received much relief; and, 27th, rode with a very 
peaceful mind to» Swanfea ; aSth, had great enlarge- 
ment and relief in the meeting there. The four 
following days we had meetings at Neath, Cow- 
bridge, Cardiff, and Newport. Thefe were almoft 
wholly of people not of our profeffion, among whom 
gofpel doftrines* were opened (though under fome 
depreffion at times) in Truth's life and authority; 
An increafe of true religion in England and Wales 
is much wanting ; vet, bleffed be Jehovah's hol^ 
name, a few are found from ^\m:x;\.o ^^c:2^ >«JSx^ 
know it in a good degree o£ Aom\\\\oxv* 

Z 3 , "^^^ 
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3d. We left Wales and went to BriftoU where I 
met with my dear friend Samuel Emien from Phi* 
ladelphia, in America, on a religious viiit to this 
country, who had been in this city fome time ; 
our joy was mutual, and mingled with tears of af- 
fedion, in remembrance of paft feafons of divine 
refrefhment together in our native country. 5th, 
We attended three large public meetings at. .the 
Fiyar's meeting (fo called) in the city of BriftoL 
6tn, One more feleS, though large ; and, 7th, 
two more large publick meetings ; thefe concluded 
the yearly meeting at BriftoL, 1 was filent through 
all thefe meetings, as was alfo dear Samuel Emlen ; 
and on firft-day afternoon the meeting was filent 
likewife. I was led to deplore the low ftate of the 
miniftry, with renewed deftres, that our preach- 
ing might be fuch, through him who is the Refur- 
re&ion and the life, that the dead may be raifed : 
for the letter will killf does kill, and has killed its 
tens of thoufands. 

8th. I attended meeting at Lawrence Wefton's, 
where, in the power of the gofpel, I laboured a- 
mong them. 9th, I fat the meeting in fiience a- 
gain at Briftol ; and, though 1 expedied, from the 
exercife of my mind, my bonds would burft in fun- 
der, it proved not fo ; the time was not come. We 
went to Meikfham, and vifited divers families, in 
true gofpel opennefs ; and 12th, aKended tfce fore 
and afternoon meetings there, in both which Truth 
prevailed. 13th, we attended the monthly meet- 
ing at Broomham ; at fix in the afternoon we had 
a meeting at Devizes, and one next day at Marlbo- 
rough, after which I again thankfully acknow- 
ledged, * hitherto hath the Lord helped us*.* 15th 
and 16th, We had relieving and edifying meetings 
Bt Newbury and Maidenhead ; our dear friend Sa» 
iDUeJ £mlen being v»\xii \jj& ^xxSaafe^ to our rejoic- 

* 1 Swu. V\\% \%% 



JOB SCOTT. «si 

ing. . 17th, We attended the meeting at Uxbridge, 
after whicby condu6):ed by my kind friend John 
Hull, who had been with me feveral weeks, I went 
to London, where I attended the yearly meeting, 
which began for mmifters and elders the x8th of 
5th month; 19th, I attended the Peel meeting; 
iilent. 

SGth, Began' the yearly meeting for church difd- 
pline, for.infpieAing intothe ftateof the fociety, 
and regutatibns thereof, which continued by adjourn-^ 
ments until the 28th, as did the fele£k meeting until 
the 29th, the latter liot meeting every day like the 
former : and though I was filent in feveral of the(^ 
meetings, yet.I hadfoitiefervice in fome of them, 
both publick, and in a more fele£t capacity ; and 
on the whole,. I had a good degree of folid fatisfac- 
tion in this yearly meeting : the great helper of If- 
rael was eraciouHy pleafed tofhine upon our hearts, 
and qualify for fervice in his church. And many 
deeply exercifed fouls being gathered together, they 
were a ftrength to each other. Friends generally 
appeared condefcending to what arofe as Truth's 
judgment, whomfoever it was through, and how- 
ever contrary to what they had conceived or expref- 
fed. The Lord is raiting up a living army in this 
nation, who are, and if they ftand faithful will, 
yet become more and more ufeful in the militant 
church. Oh, the need there is of wifdom and for- 
bearance in the I church ! may the God of Ifrael 
guide, guard, and prefer ve the honeft-hearted, and 
may they in.the; becoming meeknefs of true wif- 
dom* keep (ingty to his divine dire£tions. 

joth. I attended Weftminfter meeting, to the 
relief of my mind. * 31ft, The fchool-meeting for 
children at Clerkenwell, in whicb I found little 
exerdfe'ih the -mihiftry. Iii tKv% tww^vvo.^^ ^-a. 
Mary, the wife of out ftierAGwc^^'^^^^'* "^^ 
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for ever. Then wc had meetings at RoTs^ Fovetk^ 
£nne(corthy, Coolatin^ Bailantore, Ballanclay, 
fiaUicone, and Wicklow^ taking two in a day^v-alt 
prcttv open fatt3faAor^ meetings except the laft, 
Wbicn was fomewbat painfully exercifing. 

SQthy We returned to Dublin, and next day at- 
tended the meeting for worlbip, and adjournment 
of the monthly meeting at Meath-Street ; and the 
day following, wrote to my family and fbme other 
friends in America. Thence accompanied ftill by 
dear Thomas Bewley, jun. we went to Rathfriland, 
and 3d of 8th month, bad a good meeting there. 
4th, Attended the meeting there, both fore and af-«> 
ternoon, I was confiderably enlarged in teftimoiijr; 
but in fo low and feeble a manner, that after meet- 
ing I funk into great difcouragement, to diink that 
though I flood up an<| proceeded in the evidence and 
feeling of duty, yet very little life or relief of mind 
was experienced. The meeting was large, cth, 
Exercife of mind and pain of body caufed Uie laft to 
be unto me a night of much uncalinefs ; bvtt endea* 
vouring this morning to * poflefs myfelf in patience/ 
I became at length compofed. 6th, I remained un- 
well, but rode to Lurgan, and was at nieeting there 
next day. I felt no freedom that publick notice 
ihould be given, which was very unufual ; and 
near the cloTe of the meeting, (having (at infilence) 
I flood up, though not expedling to fay any thing 
in the ufual line of the miniftry, and. told them^ 
thofe whb go to their religious meetings witbex^ 
pe£tations anddefiresof outward help, and are there- 
by diverted from looking inward and feeling after 
divine help, go to their meetings in a deviation of 
mind from a true gofpel ftate and dependence— atid 
all who are looking to inftruments for help in tbeir 
meetings, otherwife than helped of God* through 
them and in his own tiiue^ 'and according to- bis 
own milt arc not tnx^ \viro\ftvv^^^ Ssv-Qilvi and 
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m truth. But I.havccaufe to believe, that even 
fome of our fociety, at times, who attend meetingf 
aiidlSt very ftill ami orderly, know little or nothing 
of true filence, and feel very little of that exer* 
cife of foul, by which they may experience true 
chriiltan watch and prayer, when aflembled together 
l^foreGod, and in his awful prefence.— The meet- 
ing then broke up, and I felt folid peace,, in a living 
ienfe,- that I bad not kindled a fire of my own ; but 
had been limited to Truth's pure motion, which k 
ever fafe. 

8th. I was at the meeting at Lifbum : publick 
notice was given, but the meeting was iilent. 9th, 
I had a meeting at Killfhorough, wherein I labour* 
cd in a low way, I hope to fome edification. Truth 
rpfe hot very high, and 1 rejoiced that the anima- 
tion of nature rofe not above it. nth, I was at 
meeting at Bailenderry tn the forenoon, and in the 
afternoon was again at Liiburn, both good open 
meetings. 13th, I had a large painful meeting a- 
mong the Prefbyterians, at Newtown- Aras near 
Miie>Ciofs. They were too wife, rich, and' full, 
for inftrumental help much to reach or benefit 
tliem. I left them with a heavy heart, and return* 
ed with my kind friend John Hancock to hi& boufe 
near Lifburn, and, 15th, attended monthly meet- 
ing there, to a good degree of fatisfaftion, and next 
day had a good meetin^/ at Antrim ; and the day 
following another at Grange ; and then went to 
Ballimony, where, onvthe i8th, I had a very large 
one. An ear was open an a few to hear the true 
ofpel preached ; but the crowd and concoupfe was 
b great, and large numbers fo light and unfettled^ 
and fome fo noify, that we were under a ncceflity 
of concluding- the meeting muchfooner thanother- 
wife we might have done ; after which divers of thfQ» 
fober 'people witji tears defired wc vio\3\<\\vw^'*»!28^^2t 
mcetwgf and prppofed our VwiNm^ ^\w^ \s>s»'^vc\?^ 
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houfe in the town for the purpoie. They appeared 
greatly grieved . at the behaviour of fome of their • 
neighbours, and much diiappointed at hearing fo 
little of Truth's hVing teftimony declared. My 
bowels yearned towards them, but we could not fee 
a way open in the light to appoint another meeting. 
Indeed what little was utterdi among them was lo 
much in the life that they greatly hungered for 
more ; and I thought it much better to leave them 
hungering, than to fill them until they might even 
loath the honey-comb. So in much love we left 
them, and rode to Ballynacree. 

19th, We had good open meetings at Ballynacree 
and Colerain. My opennefs and fervice was as 
ufual moftly towards people not of our fociety ; 
and next day at Toberhead, which appeared to be a 
feeble one ; and the day following I had good fatis- 
fadlion in the monthly meeting at Grange, near 
-Charlemont, both in the publick and in the more 
feledl part. There is a little living remant of valu- 
able Friends belonging to that monthly meeting. 
22d, We had a good meeting among Friends and 
others, at Ballahagan ; next day a relieving one at 
Moy ; and 25th, the fore and afternoon meetings 
at Cjrange were large and highly favoured, as was 
that held next day at the Prefbyterian meeting- 
lioufc at Dungannon The doftrines of the ever* 
lading gofpel, in moft of thefe meetings in the 
north, flowed like oil upon thefpirits of the people. 
But this laft meeting was hurt by an unfkilful and 
unfeafonable appearance, after the people were 
rifen to go out. 

^27th, We had a meeting at a place called Carbo- 
rough among a few Friends, and a pretty many 
Prelby terians. In this meeting gofpel truths flow- 
er/ ibmewhat largely , iu 2L ^etwVei tMtrentof life to 
the people i but there was too VvxA^ xA i^oox ^ ^yi- 
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trance into their hearts to admit of any great domi« 
iijon of the life divine among them. Even Jefus 
wrought not many mighty works in fome places, be» 
caufe of the people's unbelief ; they fhut'up thekinjg* 
dom of heaven againft themfelves, which is often the 
cafe in our day. Next day I attended at Grange ; 
and from the 31 ft of the 8th month, to the 3d of 
the 9th, was held the quarterly meeting there, in 
the courfe of which Truth reigned over all, both 
in publick teftimony, and at times in folemn filence, 
though fome fpirits feemed oppofed thereto. 4thf 
Attended again the meeting at Grange, and next 
day rode to Lurgan^ and bad a painful meeting 
there. Notice was given to the town's people, 
and many attended ; but it feemed as though ther 
knew fcarce any thing about the life of religion. I 
got little reh'ef among them. Friends therey as well 
as others, are in a low ftate. 

After this I was at two meetings at Moyallen ; 
one filent, and the other nearly fo. One at Bally 
hagan, long filent and fufiering, but ended trium- 
phant. One at Richhill, dull and painful. Qne 
at Caftleftiane, filent until near the clofe, when I 
opened to the people the irapoffibility of man's 
preachinj| the gofpel without immediate divine help. 
One at Coothill, wherein the joy of the Lord was 
' our ftrength, and in true gofpel authority the peo- 
ple were inftrufted in the gofpel myfteries of *CIyJA.. 
in man, his hope of glory. At CootiAnthere was 
a great fair and a fight,* vdilch was in fome degree 
bloody, confidering the occafion, between the fol- 
diers with fwords, and country people with clubs, 
about a lad juft en lifted, who attempting to make 
his efcape, the foldiers endeavoured to fecure him, 
the country people were enraged, and aiming to 
fupport his efcape, the quarrel ran fo high that the 
.ftreet was in an uproar from end Xo ctA \ ^tA\sfcvw^ 

croivded /iiiJ of country people^ to^uH ^^^<&> "^^^ 

A a foVisK%% 
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foldfersy to the amount I fuppofe of feveral tho^kr 
fandsy the fcene was truly affb<fting ; and though 1 
believe there were no lives loft, yet as there was 
confiderable bloodftied* and divers wounded, it 
afforded a very horrid fpc£bcle of the depravity of 
human nature. And I thought it not amUs to give 
a hint of it here, as it led me to mourn over the be* 
pighted and dreadful fta^e of poor mankind. 

What dreadful wars have raged, through almoft 
all ages and nations ! What rivers of blood have 
human beings drawn from human beings ! and what 
havock are men ftill making of human lives, who 
lay thejr are chriftians ! At this very day (Ob, fad 
to mention) are France and England, and divers other 
{European nations embroiled m cruel wars ! Will 
the ftate of mankind never be meliorated ! Will the 
fword devour for ever, and the glorious and benign 
influence of the gofpel, by the wrath of men for 
ever be defeated! Forbid it, gracious heaven ! Indeed, 
I firmly believe, the time will yet come, when * na- 

* tion uiall not lift up fword againft nation, neither 

* fhall they learn war any more.'* O, bieffed day ! 
O, precious ftate of peace, harmony, and happtnels ! 
My fpirit breathes unto God, that he may arife and 
haften this great work of reformation on the earth ; 
that the kingdoms of this world may become the 
kingdom of God, and of his Chrift. Amen faith 
my foul. 

After this, from the' t^th to the 21ft, we had 
meetings at Oid-Caftle, Edenderry, Timahoe, 
Rathangan, Athy, and Ballynakill — the firft of 
thefe was open and edifying, the next very eminent- 
ly overihadowed and owned of the Shepherd of Ifrael, 
notwithftanding there were fome ftrong oppofers 
prefent. Blefled be the name of the Lord God 
OjxinfpoteMU who teigcvtAv ^v\4. >nv\1 teiyi over all. 
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(Convincing his enemies that they are but as dud 
beneath his feet, and all their oppofition to his fpi«> 
ritual reign And government, as a cloud which the 
fun difpeUeth. 

The reft of thefe meetings were moftly dull, 
painful feafons, feveral almoft filent, and the others 
laborious and but little relieving. At Rathangan a 
young man fat and behaved very irreverently during 
much of the meeting ; at the diofe I reproved him % 
he retorted, was angry, and denied the charge, and 
complained of ill treatment. I felt the power of 
truth increafing over the meeting, and when he 
had vented bimfelf and f()ent his venomous (hafts, I 
ftopd up and dehvcred what was further on my mind 
refpediing the poor, dark depraved creature, and ad- 
drcfled the people in the love of the gofpel, the 
meeting clofed to folid fatisfa£lion. I found after- 
wards he was a difiblute ftage -player. Oh the mif- 
chiefs of the theatre 1 what diffipation it promotes I 
It operates diredUy againft the life of religion, and 
tendis to the deflruftion of morals ! where fhall we 
go to find the fear of God in an adlor ? yet, for- 
rowful to fay, too marty great ptofeflbrs of chriftia- 
nity, and fome of the pretended minifters of tht 
goipel, are not afhamed openly to plead for, and 
with all their eloquence promote the deftru^live 
pra£lice of ftage-playing. My very foul is grieved 
within me when I view the fallen ftate of poor de- 
generated chriftians, and above all the dead, dark, 
and carnal-minded ftate of the clergy, fo palled, 
like fwarms of locufts they darken the air, and ia 
many places eat up almoft every green thing. In- 
ftead of turning the people to God, they bring them 
under the adminiftration of the letter that kills, and 
thus the fpiritual freftinefs or greennefs, begotten 
of God at times by his holy fpirit in fome, is as it 
were eaten out. But God AlmiAt^ v<\VV ^^w^ 
them from the face of tbeeaiuYv* AVi^xvcwt'iSL^'ost^* 

Ana . "^^ 



a6o JOURNAL OF 

ly Cometh when great Babylon's merchandize arid ' 
traffic (hall fail, and when her flefh (hall be burnt 
with fire. The Lord of hofts hatli fpoken it. 

The teftimony at Athy was much by way of 
opening the deceits, . worldly- mindednefs, and want 
of real gofpel qualification, in thofe hireling teach- 
ers, who, if ever fuch in any age exiAed, are the 
• blind leaders of the blind.'* And I am perfuadeil 
that no clafs of men in thefe nations do more to ob- 
ftru£t the true work of the gofpel, and the coming 
of Chrift's kingdom on earth as in heaven, than 
thefe ; but I repeat it again, God will do them 
away ! For falfe religion and worfhip (hall be (haken 
as well as earthly- mindednefs and corrupt govern- 
ment, in order to make way for that which cannot 
be (haken, the work of God's holy fpirit in men's 
hearts, and that wor(hip and religion which the 
holy operation thereof enables man to perfevere in 
to his own unfhaken peace, and the exaltation of 
the divine gloty. 

At Ballynakill there was fo little fenfe of true re- 
ligion among the people, and fo much lightnefs and 
irteverence, that no way opened in the fpring of the 
gofpel to preach Jefus and the refurrecSion among 
them ; fo the meeting was neceflTarily (ilent, for we 
preach not ourfelves ; and not being able rightly to 
call Jefus Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft, durft not 
attempt to preach his gofpel without that divine 
un£tion and influence, well knowing it cannot be 
done ; and that fo many thoufands attempting to do 
it, has been the means of overrunning; the nations 
with the dead formal imdge of vrorttup, confifting 
of words without life, and founds without fubftance» 

When the meeting concluded I reproved the levi- 
ty and irreverence or the people^.endeavoured to put 

them 
* Mat. XV* IV 
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tfiem trpon a ferious inquiry refpedling' a preparation 
for deathy and left them with an aching heart. Ma- 
ny of them feemed not to know their right hand 
from their left, more than the Ninevites did ; which 
is indeed the cafe with too many of the profeflbrs of 
chriftianity in England and Ireland ; and the priefb 
above all men have mournfully contributed to its be« 
ing fo ! And this I believe will ever be the cafe, where 
;ind fo long as the preachers are mere h.ireUngs : For, 
God will not give his glory to another, nor his praife 
to graven images, or the wc^ks of men's hands of any 
kind, however fpecious or refined. He will indeed 

• glorify the houfe of his glory,** where his honour 
dwelleth; where his holy fpirit is the fpring of 
a^on ; and where he is * the worker of all things :* 
where his people will be ftill, and know that he it 
God ; where they patiently wait for him, and * let 

* him arife,*t not arifmg themfelves before him or 
without him. 



But alas ! alas ! who and where are thefe ? Tni* 
ly not all who are profeffing fo to do. But this ^ 
tne flandard onto which, the true and thorough gof- 
pel wprlhipper mud be reduced. And though too 
many among us are falling (hort of this ftandard, 
yet there are many who are alive in the power and 
dominion of Truth, our firft principle, and which 
is the everlalling principle and fupport of all that is 
truly religious. in every fociety to the world's end. 

Under thefe confiderations I do mod fervently 
deiire we may be a living, faithful, fpiritual people ; 
firmly beheving, if we are fufficicntly fo, we (hall, . 
above a)l the families of the earth, ihew forth God't 
praife ; many thoufands will flow unto Sion, there 
they will benold Jerufalem a quiet habitation ; be 
hltSBsd with the dew of Hermon, and rejoice in the 
dew. that defqends 00 the mountains, of £\^\i^h%\i^^ 

>■-.■...■. . •. : .A 3^3 ■.■\.?^B«.. 
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the Lord commands the bleffin^, even fife for erer* 
more ; whilft the mere felf-a&ve, formal hirelings, 
remaining in their felf-aAive ftate, promoting abo« 
lifhed fhadowy obfervations, will not afcend far in- 
to the mountain of myrrh, and hill of frankincenfe, 
but continue to wither and die.—- Read William 
Penn's rife and progrefs of the people called Quakers, 
wherein is (hewn how one people after another funk 
into formality. Confider deeplv how lamentably it 
has been the cafe with fome ot us ; and know af- 
iiiredly, that if we keep not in the divine life, we 
ihall be rejected as well as others. 

However, if I am giveo to di(bem the figns of 
the times, a revival will take place among us ; but 
it will be only through faithfuinefs and deep dwell- 
ing, being baptized into death, and arifmg in the 
newnefs of life with Chrift. It will not be through 
a great increafe of rules of difcipline ; many have 
been zealous therein, and centerexl too much in the 
letter that kills. 

The fcriptures are good, very good ; difcipline, 
good rules, and good order, all very neceflary ; but 
ilill it is the fpirit that quickens and giveth life ; 
every departure from a right dcpendance on it, every 
zealous movement in fupport of Truth's teftimony 
jndependant of its neceffary aid, tends to introduce 
death, and fet man on the throne, inftead of him 
who is God over all for ever. 

22d, We attended meeting both fore and afternoon 
at Mountmelick, where live our beloved friends 
Mary Ridgeway and Jane Watfon,who were lately 
on a religious vifit to America ; they were both at 
this time at home, where I was glad to feel unity 
with their fpirits in the frefli life of the cyerhfkmx 
covenant. It was a time of conilderable opeilneis 

and cnJargcmcnt in llvt g>i^\* \ \»^% >& ^^ 'na.^ 
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Other pbces, to bear teftimony againft the blind lead- 
ers of the blind which fwarm through the land, and 
are a grievous oppreffion up6n the poor people, 
grinding them down exceedingly, and yet in general 
doing them no good ; but a great deal of injury in 
regard to the things of religion. Indeed, if ever 
people fpent their money tor that which is not 
bread, they do it moft forrowfuUy fb, both in £ng* 
land and Ireland. 

23d, I viiited two fchools, attended a meeting of 
minifters and elders, and then rode to Tullamore^ 
where we had a meeting coniifting of the people of 
the town chiefly. 25th, We had a lively precious 
meeting at Ballyiiiurry. Next day I refted and wrote, 
and endeavoured to be content in my prefejit allot- 
ment, thoufi;h truly it is fometimes di£BcuIt to feel 
relignation m< fo painful a pilgrimage as much of 
mine has been in Ireland. There is fo much fuper- 
ftition a)id iifetefs formality among the people in ge-* 
neral ; fo little real religious exercife, or true know- 
ledge and experience of divine things ; and fuch 
ftriving to make forms and creaturely performances 
^fwer inAead of life and fubflance ; that it is often 
almoil impoiEbleto obtain much folid relief, by ex<« 
preiling among them even what opens and imprefles 
the mind in the life and love of the gofpel. 

This was a mofl trying day to me. Theele- . 
ments feemed allt in commotion. Strife, contell, 
and alarm feemed almoft contiiiuaJIy to pervade the 
whole: man, and agitate all that was alive within me. 
I ffrove for calmnefs and.patience ; hut great was the 
diftrefs, which I was left to labour under, and ex<* 
treme die defertion of all fenfible comfort or divine 
cood. I looked up towards heaven ; I tried to draw 
inwardly ^ear unto God, and to crave his ai&ftance^ 
and the return of his countenance and preCbacfi \ Vs<qx 
he bid' bimielfia thick dadcw^todk&^oicAWxx.'^tsi^. 
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mioof from mj cry. I was greatly- overwhelmed 
with forrow, and fwatlowed up of diftrefs ! I retired 
fevend times ; I lay down on my bed ; I read the 
bible and fome other precious writings ; but through 
all I felt almoft as if 1 was entirely forfaken I —At 
length 1 yielded up my whole life and being, as I 
had often done before, to go through and endure 
every, pang, peril, and perturbation, which God all- 
wife might {ee meet to prove me with, and for aft 
long continuance as he (hould fee needful.-— So, in 
the evening, the waves of the fea began to fubfide a 
little at his voice, whom both wind and fea obey for 
•ver. I grew more tranquil, and had a pretty good 
night's reft. This morning when I awoke, l^ing 
17th, I felt in my body as if I had been all over 
bruifed, fuch had been my extremis agony of foul 
yefterday, and fuch is the fympathy between foul 
and body. Some may fcarce believe me ; . but there 
is one who knows I lie not. I read* and then walk- 
ed out a while ; the fun (hone pleafantiy ;. the birds 
fang, and the whole face of nature was beauti« 
fal ; but my foul remembered the gall and the 
wormwood, and I feemed forbidden to take much 
fatisfadion in any thing ;vifible. Oh, my. God, 
thou art weaning me ftill more and morCf and much 
more than I once thought iiecefiary, from the 
world, and from all that is in it — Well, good is thy 
will, and thy counfel is excellent.— -Do with me 
what thou wilt ; form, faihiont and reduce me as 
thou pleafeft. Thou haft given me clearly to feCf 
that, many who have even been in thy furnace came 
out too (oon, and remain drofty and impure all their 
days by not abiding thy judgments, and not enduring 
the turnings of thy holy hand upon them, and not 
following thee fv^lly into all that feparates and weans 
from all that fiem and blood delights in,, which 
^ou calleft for, and art gravioufly leading. ftich as 
will follow thee; into. Oh ! redeem my foul fromi 

Ml fb9t iundexi fts £^)1 «q4 umta^jjb^ 4kxk& t5xt]^QB ' 
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the fountain of living' waters : fet my aiFedlions 
wholly on things divine, and make fme entirely thy 
own in the heavenly image and- fellowihip for 
ever. 

28th, In deep deprcffion of fpirit I attended the 
feied quarterly meeting at Moat, held for minifters 
and elders of the province of Leinfter ; and next 
day I attended the publick quarterly meeting, was 
filent, excepting a few words ; and the day follow- 
ing I attended almoft in filence the meeting for" 
church affairs ; and Oh i the want of deeper dwcl- 
ling in the divine life I 



1 1 



I ft of loth month. Having thus fpent four or 
five days, moftly in deep diftrefs and agony of foul, 
the Lord vCras gracioufljr pleafcd to open the fpring 
of life, unfeal my lips,' and make me dip my foot 
in oil, treading on ; high places in the name and 
ftrength of the higheft. He tuned my harp anew, 
put a new fong in my heart and mouth, and divine- 
ly ftrung my tew' for battle ; thus the concluding 
meeting held for worfliip this laft day of the quar- 
terly meeting was* eminently ownea of the Lord ; 
and Chrift, the refurreSion and the life was joyfully 
known among us : in his refurredlion we arofe 
with him ; and becaufe he lived, we lived alfo ; I 
mean principally fuch as had been baptized in the 
likenefs of his death, watched faithfully with him, 
and continued with him in his temptations and fuf- 
ferings ; for unto thefe it was he appointed a king- 
dom : theirs it is ; and they continuing fteadiaft 
with hirt) through all tribulation, fhall, in fpite 6( 
death and hell, enjoy it. Much fearchin^ work 
prevailed in teftimony, through the openmgs of 
life, and much confolation to the mourners in oion, 
was gracioufly vouchfafed. 

std. Was at Bir »tid, ^JlYi^ ^^ V^'a. tsn^^^J^ 
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vmpharit meeting at Montrath; the tcftimortjr of 
the £ofpel flowed like oil to many, and yet Anti- 
dxrm was expofed in his true colours : blefled for 
ever be the Lord, who hitherto hath helped us. 
After this we had meetings at Knock>Ballyroaher, 
Rois-Crea, Limerick, Cork, Bandon^ Youghall, 
Garryrian, Clonmel, and the feveral fittings of the 
quarterly meeting at Waterford, for the province 
of Munfter. Divers of ihefe were highly favoured 
(eafons, but fome of them aflbrded far lefs fatisfac- 
tion than others. From thence we went to Dub- 
lin» in order to attend the national half year's meet- 
in|;, where 1 was again kindly received by my kind 
friend Thomas Bewley and children : and many 
€>ther dear friends gave me a hearty welcome ; this 
has alfo been my experience in many other places. 
On the 26thy tne national (t\e&. meetine opened ; 
it was large, and the members, at leaft fome of 
them, appeared to be alive in a good degree in the 
holy root. 

27 th, In the meetings at Meatb-Street and Sv- 
camore-ailey, I was greatly favoured;- Truth's ai- 
vine teftimony was, like fire among rubbilQi^ againft 
worldly mindednefs» indiderenc^e^ and revolt ; and 
Ibme frefh encouragement flowed to the mourners 
in Sion, the droopmg-fpifited and young and ten- 
der ; the doctrines and confolations of the gofpel 
being pretty hirgely opened. The four days folk)W- 
ing were held and concluded the natk>nal meeting 
for good order in the fociety. Alfo two more meet- 
ings for worfhip, and the concluding feleft meet- 
ing, all thefe as parts of the national meeting. A 
^ood degree of zeal appeared in many for the fup-^ 
port of our chriftian difcipline; and things' were 
condufSed in a degree of brotherly love an4 .con- 
cord. And yet the lack in too many of the divine 
a/iointing oil, in the feveral movements, was fo 
AfiQhly felt, that 1 tat taxVxeit ^ twQ>Mti« vew twoJ^. ^C 
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thefe meetings, and could fay bat v6xj little in them 
from firft to laft. 

• 

I may here fdate a remarkable occurrence, viz. 
when 1 was in Dublin, foon after my firft landing, 
I was livingly opened in the life and power of tte 
gofpel, at a meeting at Sycamore- alley, in which, 
among other things> 1 had a good deal to fay about 
the fpiritual fire of the Lord which is in Sion, and 
his furnace, which is in Jerufalem, for the refining 
of all fuch as ever become his fons and daughters. 
A man, in a ftable near by, made a great npife to 
drown my voice, which he continued for ibme lit- 
tie time, and as my voice raifed he increafed his 
noife ; and I was told that fome heard him faving 
fomething in contempt about the fire I fpake o/, or 
however he was heard fpeaking about the burning of 
the fire. Another perfon difcharged a gun juft by 
the meeting- houfe, when I was in the midftof my 
moft fervent engagement ; the report was very 
loud and difturbed many ; but I was carried thro* 
as if nothing had happened ; blefied be the name of 
the Lord, nxxt now on my return to Dublin, I 
was fully informed, that the poor wretched ' man, 
who (houted fo loudly in the ftable to drown my 
voice, and fpake fo ignorantly about the burning of 
the fire, was in lefs than two wesks after confumed 
to death by fire in the fame ftable where he had thus 
impioiifly behaved ; for the ftable taking fire by 
fome means when he was in it, he was b.urqt before 
he could be got out. 

This I heard of feverai weeks before my returnt, 
but I chofe not to infert it until I had got fuller in- 
formation and confirmation in the city ; but finding 
it fa£t, and much noticed by many people of diffe- 
rent religious profeifions in'Dublin, as a very re- 
m^kable infbnce of the providence ot ^wd?^'^^^^ ^ 
God, I thought proper Xo ^vs^ ^Cwt \€sax\^^ ^*^ "^ 
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a place here, and I do it without prefuming to fay 
how for it was in fpecial judgment. ButasGod^ 
dealings arci all in wifdom, perhaps fuch an inftance 
of his all wife government as this^ may have a ftri- 
king aiid profitable eSe&, upon fome of the hardened 
and daring who may read it, or at leaft may tend to 
guard and caution jpme of the lefs abandoned a- 
gainft giving way to the fuggeftions of infidelity, 
profanenefs, or audScity. For moft afluredly there 
IS a God of juftice as well as mercy, who fees, and 
knows all bur thoughts, words, and a£^ions, and 
for every evil will bring us into judgment ; yea, 
for every thing contrary to his holy will and 
wifdom. 

Aft^r the national meeting, which ended on the 
laft day of the loth month, I ftaid in Dublin fomc 
days, not feeing my way open to go for England or 
eliewhere. 

The I ft of the nth month, 1 was again filent at 
the meeting at Sycamore-alley, as I alfo was at the 
meeting in the forenoon on the firft-day following ; 
but in the afternoon at Sycamore- alley » I was fome- 
what enlarged, though not a great deal relieved. 
My foul was indeed, for a number of days, in deep 
affliction in that great city ; infomuch that Igreatly 
doubted my being enablol to leave it with pleafant- 
nefs. 3d, I attended a meeting at Ballybrigan, 
about fifteen miles from Dublin, appointed for my 
dear friend Ann Tuke, daughter of William Tuke 
of Yorkihire, in England. This meeting was very 
diftrefiing : the people feemed to know but very 
little of the real nature of divine worfliip. I return- 
ed in heavinefs to the city, and next day got a de* 
gree of refrefhment in the meeting at Meath -ftreet, 
through deep dwelling and keeping low in and with 
St little low ftream of life, which at length enlarged 
tofomething of a river •, \)ut&\\i\ «sv]5^\iS2^^\\fc 
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eafe off my burden, nor rffe above my deep depref* 
fion of fpirit. Another meeting at the fame place in 
the aftefnoon, appointed by A. Tuke, a£Forded me 
a degree of additional relief, fo that I began to feel 
a little cheerful, ^th, I felt reftraihed from attend- 
ing a meeting appomted icH-the fame Friend at Dun- 
leary ; I knew not why, but I felt eafieft to decline 
going, fo I refted and wrote at thq houfe of my dear 
friend Thomas Bewley, bringing up this account to 
the time of faid day of reft and writing. 



After writing thus far, our dear friend, not 
feeling himfelf at liberty to leave Dublin, until the 
gth of nth month, when by accounts received he 
attended a public meeting at Johnftown, and being 
accompanied by S. S. and A. S. went that evening 
to Ballitore, to the houfe of our friend Elizabeth 
Shackleton. On firft-day, the loth, he fpoke large- 
ly in the morning meeting, and very powerfully 
in a publick meeting which was neld in the 
evening at his requeft, after which, he imparted 
weighty and inftrudive counfel in a Friend's family, 
concluaing in awful fupplication. The following 
night he was taken unwell, which continued to in- 
creafe until the 14th, when an eruption appeared, 
which proved to be the fmall-pox, during whrch 
time his mind was preferved in calmnefs and refig. 
nation, and he mentioned that ** it mattered little what 
part of the world he died in ; that he fometimes 
hoped to fee New-England again, and his dear chil- 
dren, but that he had no will in it ; that he had 
looked clofely towards home, and his connexions, 
and into the ftate of his own mind, though he did 
not know how the diforder might terminate." Du- 
ring the progrefs of the diforder, he was kindly at- 
tended by feveral Friends, and aovoa^xfea^Kv^-j^&^XkX 
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friend Ann Tukc, who prcfcrvcd the follpwing 
daily account* 

cth day, 14th, He faid, '^ there is an eternal Arm 
underneath each of us, which is fufficient to bear up. 
and fupport, and will do it, as far as is noedful we 
fhould be Supported. I have long been confirmed 
in the fentiment, that nothing could poffibly hap- 
pen that would harm me while I keep under the di- 
vine influence/* 

A phyiician from Dublin having been fent for, 
came this evening, with which he exptriled fatis&c- 
tion, faying, he defired that he would continue near 
him, which he did accordingly. Some time after, 
he faid, *^ though I am not without ibme confider- 
able bodily pain, yet I feel fuch a portion of that 
which is infinite, diat it does not feem worth 

tl^tioning, and if there was no greater enjoyment 

l^safter, the prefent would be a ftate truly defira- 
hit^ thr^gh a never-ending eternity, and yet the * 
fulnefs ilpill more defirable." 
'i 

The evening of the 14th, he didlated a letter to 
his relations and friends at home, from which the 
following are extra<^ed. 

** Dearly beloved parents^ (all three) brothers and 
Jijlers^ relations and friends^ 

" I am now at Ballitore, twenty-eight Irifh miles 
from Dublin, and I fuppofe undoubtcdlv entered five 
days into the fmall-pox ; the eruption began yefter- 
day, and is very greatly increafed to-day. I am ve- 
ry agreeably attended bv phyficians and the kindeft 
of friends. — My diftrelsof body, through extreme 
difficulty of breathing, &c. has, for a fh'ort fpace 
of time, been almoft eoxiaX to ^wj xhvtv^l can fup- 
pofe human nature capable oi,\>ux. \>x\^ xtfy«\Mi&^ 
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nine at night) this has been a very comfortable day, 
and juft now, and for fome hours paft» Ihave been 
almoft as eafy as at any time in my life, I think 
certainly never more fo in mind— I teel no kind of 
alarm ; but the iflue is certainly very doubtful. I . 
feel eadeft to addrefs you in this manner, principally 
that you may know that my mind enjoys ^ fulneis 
of that which removes beyond the reach of all for«- 
row. My dear children are placed fo that I have 
been pretty eafy, but I could wifh them to get a 
little more learning than fome of them are at pre* 
fent in the way of; and although I do not v/Hh 
much of the world's polifh, yet it is, at this awfvd 
moment, my defire, that they may not be brought 
up with much rufticity, for this I believe has not 
very often contributed either to civil or religious ufe* 
fulneis. 

*' My defires for my children's fubftantial growth 
in the truth, and drift adherence to all its difco- 
veries, to the clofe of their days, is by far the prin<* 
cipal wifti I have for them. Out of the enjoys 
ment of a good degree of this precious inheritance 
I know of nothing in this world worth living for. 
Ye that know it, fufFer nothing, I mod cordially 
befeech you, ever to divert your minds from an in- 
creafing and fervent purfuit after the fulnefs of it, 
even unto the meafure of the ftature and fulnefe of 
Chrift. 

*' It is almoft marvellous how my ftrength of 
body and mind holds out to addrefs you in this man** 
ner. I mav now juft mention, tmit nothing will 
be knowingly negle£^ed for my comfort of body or 
mind, that my phyilcians or friends can afibrd ; and 
greater cheerfulneis, and even pleafure in doing all 
they can, I have not met with among my neareft re- 
lations. I pray the Lord, in the richer QC^^& ^-^"^ 
to reward them with ftowmc^ o^\m\Q(H^« 
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" At the prcfentday things arc confiderably ripen- 
ing, and I have not the leaft doubt that, before a 
great while, a high -way will be opened through 
kingdoms and nations, where darknefs hai long 
reigned, for the publication of the everlafting go^ 
pel in its true life and authority ; and as what is re- 
Tealed in the ear, is in due time to be declared on 
the houfe-top, I have little or no doubt that the true 
dodrihe of Chrift will be much better underftood, 
than has hitherto been generally the cafe. 

*' It is now eleveh, I want reft ; whether I /hall 
be able to add further is to me at prefent unknown ;. 
and however it maybe, in the Ailnefs and almoft 
unlimited flowings of true gofpel love, 1 am, and 
fruft (hall ever remain in beft aiFefkion, your iincerc 
relaition and friend, 

JOB SCOTT. 

i^th. " The diforder is pretty ftrongly mak- 
ing Its progrefs ; I can fcarce get any fleep ; my 
ftrength fails a little, but I admire at its holding out 
ib well ; the pock on the face is,, if not quite, very 
nearly confluent ; the face confiderably fwelled ; on 
the body it is pretty diftinft. The phyficians fpeak 
very encouragingly, I believe, in my abfence, as 
well as prefence ; but were it not that little or no 
fenfe feems given* me as to the iffue one way or the 
other, I believe from the fymptoms as they are, and 
from my knowledge of my own conftitution, and 
the very different climate from America, I fhould 
pretty ftrongly look out for diftblution, although 
my (pirits are under little or no depreffion at alL-^ 
Perhaps I never faw a time before, when all things^ 
not criminal, were fo near alike to me in point of 
any difturbance to the mind. I do not know, but 
when awake, and capable of contemplation, I near- 
ly rejoice and give thanks in all. When I verge a 
little towards ifcep I am all afloat from the ftate of 

my 
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jBty nerves, and from the extreme irritatbn forced 
almoft immediately, and with very unpleaiaht fen- 
fationsy from beginning repofey but through all the 
foul feems' deeply anchored. in God. Many and 
painful have been the probationary exercifes of thia 
life to me. Ah ! were there probability of ftrengtb^ 
how 1 couU enlarge, for my heart ieems- mehed 
within me in retrofpe6live view; but all the^for* 
mer confii£t$, however grievous in their time* are 
lighter now than vanity, except as they are clearly 
feen to have contributed largely to the fandificatiori 
of the foul ; as they are remembered with awfulnefi 
and gratitude before Him who has not been wanting 
to preferve through them all ; and as they feem like- 
ly to introduce either very fliortly, or before a very 
long time, to an exceeding^and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. Some have anxioufly wiibed to have their time 
to live over again ; but though fomeof my early foi- 
bles and after deviations, might poflibly, on a fecond 
trial, be efcaped, yet I know not but there is quite 
as much reafon to think a fecond might fall very 
ihort of the firft, as in any degree to exceed it f 
however, [ have no kind of folf-complacency on ac- 
count of any good works properly mine. My own: 
works I have long feen the necemty to ceafe from^ 
and truft, through the grace of God, by which I 
am what I am, I have been enabled, in fome pre- 
cious degree, to do fo. It is the Lord who worketh 
my works in me, and magnified be his name for 
ever, he has often worked in me mightily, to my 
own humUing admiration, and I truft, at times, to 
the thankful acknowle^ment of many others ; and 
as certainly, as he live th, he would work mightily 
in many tboufands, if they would but let him arife 
over all in them. Indeed he worketh in all as fac 
as they give way to his arlftng. This dodirine i$~ 
to me as clear and certain at this moment as ever it 
has been, and I - have often beeii conftrained to pro- 
claim it to the mtions, fomcticoti^ viv&^k'^^^cc^if^^^ 
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vincible authorityt and fomedmes under a great deal 
ofweaknefsandobftrudlion. The laft has tended 
much to keep the creature rightly dependant and 
humble, and through every di(pen(ation die Leades 
of Ifrael has feen bdl what was beft for me. 

** Let my children be engaged in fome innocent 
employments, as much as well may be, out of the 
way of a great deal of temptation, and if I had need 
to add it, out of the way of very great accumula«- 
don ; and yet, through induftry and perfeverance^ 
moderately produddve. My very foul abhors the 
idea that a chriftian can ever be at liberty, whilft; 
under the influence of heavenly good, to feek, or 
even deiire much wealth, though this difpofition^ 
indirect oppofition to the life and do£lrine of Chrift, 
has gone far towards the deftruiStion of true fpiri- 
tual religion, 1 believe in almoft. every religious £> 
ciety in the world/ 

i6tb. The fco-e-part of the night and this morn- 
ing he flept J in the courfe of the day faid to A. T. 
>' I have feen the magnanimity of a true believer, 
and how one that is really fo would bear all the tri- 
als permitted to attend him ;" and by way of illuf- 
tradon, added very forcibly, ** Doft thou believe 
in God, thou muft alfo believe in the juftneis of 
all his difpenfations/' It is a comfort to me thy lot is 
caft among us. This is a fervice, if I had not any 
other in Ireland. Death is a fervice we all owe to 
our great Creator» and ficknefs is a fervice required 
of many. Oh Ireland, Ireland i The Lord thy 
God hath fervice for thee in Ireland, was often 
founded through the ear of my foul, before I left 
home, asdiftindUy as you hear me now fpeak it.'*' 
In the morning, when fpeaking to the dolors who 
attended him, he faid to this purpofe, ^* 1 believe 
my having the difprder, and being hepe, is in the 
ordmng of FroYideuct. It is not given me to 
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know the event ; but if there be a field of future 
labour for me to enter into, it is as poffible for the 
Mafter to raife me up now as it was at the firft ; but 
I have no will in it, I think." The forepart of this 
day he feemed eafy, and walked down ftairs, ex* 
prei&ng that he could do it nearly as well as ever. 
The fever came on towards evening, and he became 
very reftlefg ; his fwallowing was alfo difficult, but 
had IK> other unfavourable lymptora^ and this was 
dot deemed more than ufual in this affli£ting difor* 
der. In the night got fome uneafy ikep, fwallow^ 
ing and expe6(;oration very difficult and painful. 

Firft-day morning the 17th, on being afked how^ 
he refted, replied, ** I have got througn with what 
we call much difficulty to obtain a little relief." 
He deiired^his aflediionate love to M. B. the family, 
and friends in Dublin, intimating the weight of the 
diforder, and his efcape from many trials, if he 
(hould be removed ; yet faid, ^* The Lord is able 
to raife me up, his Arm is underneath, but from 
iny prcfcnt feeblenefs, it is very uncertain 5" and 
feemed not to have any conclufion how it would ter* 
midate. He dedrtd to be remembered to dear M. 
R. and J. W» in the love of the everlafting gofpel. 
At another time faid, ** I am in a very low way, 
cannot fee abou^ the event, but muft leave all to 
the Lord; the ftrengtb of nature feems very doubt- 
ful.*' He continued all this day under much op- 
prefsion from the load of matter, took wine and 
bark every hour, but no alarming fymptoms ap- 
peared. He requefted, that if he was removed, 
fdme further particulars might be tranfmitted to his 
friends at hoitie, adding in fubftance. ** The Lord's 
will is blefled, and* I feel no controverfy with it. 
It is the Lord that enables us to coincide with his 
will, and fay amen to all the trials and confliSs he 
permiti to attend us. My mind isi centred in that 
which brings^ into perfe^ acG^>K&»3kK&\ .^&:)k&^ V 
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oothini; in this world worth being enjoyed out of 
the divine will. It is his will that brings us into a 
ftate of exiftence, and it is for a purpoie of his gto* 
ry. When mv mind is abftra&ed, and capable of 
deriving fatisfackion from any thing outward» it ia 
an inexpre&tble (atisfadion that my lot is caft here» 
and that I am furroundod bv fuch near and dear 
friends* both from within tnis family, and thefe 
without who have accompanied/' The fore part 
of this night ilept more than ufual, and remained 
through the whole of it tolerably eafy. 

1 8th, ad-day. Fr^uentlyexprefled that nature 
liad a hard ftrugde, and his getting through waa^ 
▼ery doubthii. jTlie fymptoms, confidering the 
load of matter, continued favourable. Ifegavedi* 
reftions, that, if he fhould go hence, eveiy thin^ 
about his interment fhould be plain and fimple, ana 
iaid that he who raifed up Lazarus could, if he had 
further labour for him to do, break his bands afun- 
der ; but that, when he reafbned upon the nature of 
the diforder and his own conftitution, and felt the 
confli£b of nature, it feemed a» if he was gradualljr 
advancing towards bis everlafiing home. To twa 
Friendis from Mountmelick be exprefied his entire 
refignation to divine difpofal, and that he found no- 
thing to ftand between htm and the fountain of ever- 
lafting love : faid, '^ he knew many Friends in Ire- 
land loved him, and he loved them in the Lord 
Jefus, and defired to be afFe£tionately remembered 
to fuch as might enquire after him. This nighty 
and until three in the morning, /3d*day 19th) he 
patiently and quietly fuffered much ; yet got feveral 
naps.' About feven in the evening his ftomach, too 
weak to bear the bark and wine, di£:harged the laft 
potion ; he remaiked thefe efforts to ftipport nature 
£uling; and added, ^^ Tbe\e 9ixe; tGAv\^ refources in 
nature, but if the great AulVvot oi tv^ut^ ^n«^ t«x 
ibiak Bt that any ot them ItoxA^ >a^ to \»fe^ ^V^ 
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well : I could not defire to have fuch another ftiug- 
gle to go through, and I think, if you can part 
with me, I can with you^ with a degree of cheerful- 
nefs."— The fore part of the night fpent quiet and 
patient as ufuali much oppre£^ and worn down 
with this grievbus malady: he (aid, ** I have no 
fear, for perfect love cafteth out all fear, and he 
that feareth is not perfefted in love." 

20th, About five o'^ciock on fourth day morning, 
he fupplicated thus : *^ O Lord my God, thou that 
haft been with me from mv youth to this day ; if a 
man who hath endured with a degree of patience the 
various turnings of thy holy hand, may be permit- 
ted to fupplicate thy name ; cut (hort the virork in 
righteoufnefs, if confiftent with thy will ; thou, 
who haft wrought deliverance for Jacob> evince that 
thou art able to break my bonds afunder, atid (bew 
forth thy falvation, that fo my foul may magnify 
thy name for ever and ever." And after a paufe, 
wherein he feemed to feel the earneft of his petition, 
added, * So be it faith my foul/-— After two o'clock 
his ftomach refufed all nourifhment, and a hiccough 
came on ; he faid, ** Do not force nature, let me 
pafs quietly away to the eternal inheritance, to which 
I have no ob}e£tion to go, and the fooner the better 
if the work be done, I have no wifli to lay here."— 
His opprcfRon feemed to increafe, and in a little 
while he faid, <* I am waiting patiently to fee the 
falvation of God : do you wait patiently with me. 
1 have no defu-e, nor the fhadow of defire, to be 
rcftored. I hope the dodors will (bpn find that 
tliey have done their part." The fore part of this 
night he could take little except water, flept at times 
pretty eafy to appearances at others his breathing 
very difficult. On P. J. aflifting him, he faid, " I 
am no flatterer, but thou art one I depended on for 
outward afliftance. Thqu ha& co\3l\x%s^^ \s^^cv 
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to the relief of this body, and diy being here hatf 
been an inexpreffible £itiafa£don to me/' 

aift. At three o'clock on 5th-day morning, 
find. " You have fcen the awful prdgrefs of this du- 
order ; as to me, it matters little, only prefent pain 
—may the Lord releafe me ftiortly." Complained 
of the want of more air, andfeemed declining fad. 
Towards evening faid, *' You may tell my friends 
in New-England, and every part of the world, that 
never did my foul bleft the Lord on account of any 
worldly enjoyment, as I do now, k> the bleffing felt 
by me to be contained in the propped of a very 
fpeedy releafe." To a perfon who came to fee him 
^eiaid, ** Oh ! Charles ! Charles ! an inheritance 
in the eternal truth is infinitely, infinitely fuperior 
io all the enjoyments this worla can afford \ remem- 
ber it as long as thou liveft/' Some time after, ^* I 
do not wifh haftily to make my efcape ; but if the 
Lord will be pleaded to releafe me from the bonds c^ 
mortality and the ftruggles of life, and to cut the 
work ihort, confiderably fhort, in righteoufnefs, I / 
think I ihall be willing to enr(4 it in the lift of his 
nnfpeakable favoun." To the aforefaid, ** Fare- 
well Charles^ let no poffible coniideration divert 
thee from a clofc attention to tbat^ without which 
life muft be lived in vain/' At another time (aid, 
•* Some of my wifhes for myfelf are centred in as 
fpeedy a releafe as may be confiftent with the will 
of our heavenly Father, and an admiflBon, which I 
have no doubt at all, not in the leaft degree, of ob- 
taining, into that glorious kingdom, where the 
wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary foul is 
eternally at reft.'* In a while after, *« I think I 
have not, for feveral years paft, known much or 
any thing of boafting ; I have known fomething of 
that law of grace, whereby all boafting is entirely 
excluded; but ImayCa^, xlwoxi^K that which has. 
^fipprtad mc under aUi\v6U\a!l^%xviLCQJoSixQ^H<V^ 
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liave attended my paffage through life, to you my 
beloved friends as to dear children,— follow me as I 
have endeavoyred to follow Chrift Jefus, the Lord 
of life and glory, and the Rodk of my eternal 
4alvation.'' 

At another time faid, ^< It Would have been de« 
firable to me to have been favoured with a clearer 
apd more certain profpedi refpeding the termination 
of this «vent ; yet if I (hould be continued a while 
longer, I do not difpute but my end would be iin« 
fpe^cably glorious. — It would be painful to me to 
have to return again to combat the trials and cpn- 
flidb of mortality ; but if the Lord (hould fee iHeet 
to continue me a wK&lc longer, I «»uA Tubmitt 
after having in humility and refignatioa put up my 
interceffions to be releafed from the ftruggle* ca • 
nature ; to have had profpe<^s of farther labour is 
not uncommon, it has happened to many ; and the 
Liord can raife up and qualify others for his ovrisk 
work and ifervice,'and he will fend by whom he 
will fend, and is able to fave by many or by few. 
I feel, and I wifh you to feel 6x and with me, after 
the eternal Rock of life and falvation ; for, as we 
are eftablifhed thereon, we fhall be in the everlail- 
ing unity, which cannot be fhaken by all the chan- 
ges of time, nor interrupted in a never-ending eter- 
nity. I do expe£t confiderable derangement will 
now take place ; it is no difcouraeement to me, 
and ought to be none to thofe who truft in the 
Lord, and put no confidence in the fle&."-— In a 
while faid, " I muft not expe<% a releafc but by 
fufFering a due proportion of pain and diftrefs.— You 
may feel fympathy with me, but you cannot feel 
the redudtion which muft precede a releafe.'* 

In the courfe of fifth-day he was ratlx^'c ^cwsk^ 
lightfomc, and tried fev^V xScAxi'^^^ Vi ^^^ Nf^^ax 
would bcftfuit his ftoma4^^c^m«.^c%t&&fft^^^;^^ 
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lievcd from the extreme difficulty of breathing, but 
altered much towards evening, and increa^d in 
wcaknefs. About one o'clock on fixth-day morn- 
ing, after fuffering great uncafinefs, and getting 
little or no reft, he faid, " O Lord I if it be con- 
fiftent with thy holy will, let loofe my bands, and 
fend the moment 6[ relief to my poor body and 
Ibvd. ; Afterwards (aid, " We cannot approve or 
difapprpvp by parts, the works of Omnipotence 
n^Oiiy ; we mvift approve the wholC) and fay. Thy 
will l)e done in all things/' From one to three he was 
extremely reftlefs and uneafyy from (as he exprefled 
it) the extreme irritability of the whole nervous fyf- 
. tetn, which he faid was as great as could be imagin« 

Cd. At tJm#K he ramhlcd a little, but faid, ** Ihnd 

all things muft be endured. Do you, who judge ia 
the light) judge me for impatience ?" ' I anfwered, 
quite the reverfe, and that we were fenftble his bo- 
dily, diftrefs was great, and wiflied to alleviate it. 
He added, ** I cannot charge myfelf on that ac- 
count," meaning impatience. About four he feem- 
ed in great agony and conflidl, turning his head fre- 
quently on the pillow ; and (aid, *' Can it be upon 
any other ground but that the time is come that the 
purpofe muft be cfieAed." Quarter paft four, he 
defired to be turned on his right fide, which feem- 
ed a momentary relief. Calling to P. J. he faid, 
*• Make great allowance for me, my diftrefs is 
Dearly as much as is fupportable by human nature. 
Is there no ppffibility of my getting any fleep ? Oh! 
the pain, the inJexpreffible pain of my lungs." P. 
J. telling him, that from appearances, there was 
a likelihood of his being very foon releafed, per- 
haps within an hour or two, he replied, *' Iffo, 
the Lord's name be blefled and praifed for ever ; I 
had much rather it were fo^ than otherwife ; for 
tome time I perceived it haftening faft." Afterwards 
Jieaijded, •' Thcdefiie ot rcv>j\vwxv%, t.he confo- 
htion of eternity." Lu ?ivj\\v\% Si\^ xa ^ '^;p^^^^ 
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* Guard againft right hand errors and left hand er- 

* rors ; let felf be of no reputation ; truft in the 

* Lord, and he will carry thee through all.' 

About five he appeared to be wreftHrig with 
death ; but ftruggled little confidering his remaining 
bodily ftrength. Being afked to take a little drink, 
he appeared quite fenfible, and faid, Yes, yes- 
Took it, and continued without much ftruggling 
until about a quarter before feven, when he movea 
^o the fide of the bed, but foon returned to his 
former pofition, and drew his breath gently fhorter 
and fhorter, until feven o'clock, after which ht 
breathed no more, but afcended with joy to his 
heavenly manfion, and the glory of an incorrup- 
tible crown and inheritance with the faints in light. 
His remains were interred on firft-day, a4th of the 
nth month 17939 in Friends burial ground at 
Ballitore. 
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